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The empire of Bonaparte was based only upon liis’ 
sword ; and it seemed as if all Europe must rise in 
arms to second bis gigantic ambition. Contingents 
of troops' were demanded from tbe German states, 
and this gave rise to an immense correspondence at 
least. But, as it was impossible to satisfy his requisi- 
tioiis, notes and orders were consigned to the portfolio, 
and the troops remained in their country. What 
folly to look for resources in the North against the 
North ! At this time Mettemich, since so well 
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kno^\'n, kad for more than a year filled the sifiiation 
of Austrian envoy at Paris, and seconded, by grace in 
the drattinjr^room, his more profound address in the 
cabinet. His object svas to encourage the resentful 
tone of spirit at hom^, to whicli the absence of French 
troops from Germany, and the contest in Spain, gave 
still greater energy, \»itli better liones. Ilns<w, too, 
^^as sounded: but, occupied as the Ihisoinns then 
n'cre nith the Snedcs and Tnrk«, Anstri.! could 
count upon her neutrality, if not assi-tnnee. In 
truth, Kusiia must hare rejoiced to behold France 
once more engaged in inoii.il struggle uith Austria; 
and Mould, Mithoiit doubt, linvc profited by her 
success, to f.dl upon a recent enemy, mIio had con- 
^ 4/rojHcrf her to ptMce. It is inconceCvnble, theii,hon*, 
in this state of alljirs, Napoleon roiihl ha>e been so 
blinded to the relations betn een these t« o pou er», ns 
to claim the assistance of Ilussia in his contest sn’th 
Austria.^ The accession of the F.mperor Alesatidcr 
to the intcrrieM* at Erfurth, tvns rather an net of 
courtesy than of policy. 

In title, all tliat passed on the Continent uronght 
to the a<hant.ige of England. The contineiitnl 

f oH ers M ore exhausting their forces in M am ngninst 
■fame; ulnlo France, hemelf, notuiihsianding the 
immensity of her resources, mid the tiulefitigsiblo 
activity of her shief, sias fjihng nmid her very 
triiiiMplis. The English had been driren from Spaiu, 
bnt had rcliinird. They eelretetl Portugal os their 
pUre of luuliiig, mIiJiIi roimiry lind, in fiict, hei-omo 
as a rolony to theiii, nnd thenre iii.srihed against 
Marsh.il ^ouI^ The inarsha! left Sjnin |i> meet them. 
Any other tli.sn SouU would, jierhaps, base been 
tbroun into embarrassment, bow to Kiinnnnnt the 
olMiades uhich he Imd to combat. Miieh has been 
•aid of Iitsib'sif,. toproel.iirn hiniselfkitigof Pi'rtngul. 
Iterii.idiitle Infonned me, in passing through 
burr, that then* had Ifeen inttrh disrutsion on the 
•ul.ject nt hc.id-spiarter*, after the battle of Wagrani. 
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He gave no credit to the report, and I am pretty 
certain, Napoleon likewise disbelieved it. Soult had 
rendered too good service at Austerlifz, for the 
Emperor to lend an ear to such rumours. Nevertheless 
this affair still rests in obscurity, •which cannot he 
removed till some person, fullj'^ acquainted n ith that 
intrigiie, chooses to speak out freelj\ We do not 
write history bj>- doubts, hints, and suppositions, but 
by actual disclosures, and established facts. 

Since I have thus been led on to the chapter of 
presumed ambition, while engaged u'ith so much of 
real aspirings, I may just slate here u’hat I know, 
with tolerable certiiint)', concerning Murat’s hopes of 
succeeding the Emperor. The following are the 
facts i — When Romauzow returned from the unsuc- 
cessful mission to London, as alrcadj' noticed, the 
Emperor was at Bayonne. Bernadotte, who had an 
agent (for n'hom, by the way, he paid soundly) at 
Paris, told me one day that his private despatch in- 
formed him of Murat’s having expressed the idea that 
he might one day succeed. Flatterers encouraged 
Murat in this chimerical expectation, whence they 
hoped to derive something to their own profit. I kno'^^" 
not to what extent the Emperor was informed, nor 
what he said of this neu’s, but Bernadotte pledged 
himself for its truth. But, after all, it Avould be 
■wi’ong to infer important conclusions from .an expres- 
sion probably uttered in the thoughtlessness of the 
moment, especially knowing Murat’s vivacity of tem- 
jjerament, which often brought out imprudencies : 
the results, however, were always to be apprehended 
■ndth one of Napoleon’s disposition, who, thanks to 
the fashion of his service, could at any time easily 
dispose of a man, when he was, or deemed himself to 
be, somewhat important. • 

During the heat of the contest. with Spain, which 
he directed in person, Napoleon learned, that Austria, 
for the first time, had called out her Landwehre, 
(militia.) I had previously received most valuable 
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intelligence on ttesemoTements through the director 
of the Hamburg Correspondent. That paper, circu- 
lating to the extent of sixty thousand copieo, had its 
rgents crery where, and, among others, one of the 
fimctionaries in the war otGce at Vienna reoeired for 
his information six thousand francs (£250) yearly. 
From this source jre learned, that Austria nas arm- 
ing and callinffin all the resources ‘of her powerful 
monarchy. Tlie despatches which I transmitted 
prohahly rcccircd also their corroboration from other 
ouarters. Be this as it may, the Emperor now con- 

- . .1 -als.and 

end of 
incethc 

commencement of Isorember, anrf his presenco had 
recalled victory to our standards. But, if the insur- 
gent troops were defeated, the inhabitants, far from 
submitting, evinced more and more hostility to 
Joseph’s cause, and it w'as by no means prolsiblc that 
he would ever sit in peace on the throne of Madrid. 

I have already laid before the reader the letter from 
the Emperor of Austria, sent to Napoleon on tho 
interview at Erfurth. The answer to that commu- 
nication, dictated by a species of projdietic anticipa- 
tion on the part of’Napoleon, I preferred postponing 
till now, where its Introduction falls in more directly 
with the train of events. 

*• Sir, my Brother,— I thank vour ifnperi.sl and 
royal majestv for the letter you hare been pleased 
to’write, amt which Baron de Vinrrnt has delivered 
to me. I never entertained a doubt of jour niajeity’s 
hononniMe intentions} but for a moment I was not 
without fear of beholding hostilities renew ed between 
U.S. There is, at Vienri.s, a fartinn which alTrcts 
apprehension, in order in prerijiiJale your ral'inet 
into vicilrnt measures, which will Ik* the ranse of 
mi»fortnnrs greater than anj- that have preceded. As 
master, I was in a rondition to liarr diitnembered the 
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tnonnrrhy of your innj^sjy, or at to liavo lof: it 
los'i ]>mv prfnl. I tlcMrod not tlii'. What your rm|iin' 
Is >' t!in»ii'!li my forltoaram-o — tho hrsf proof t1n>^ 
of nur nrooiints lu'in^ olosnl, and that 1 havo no 
fartlicr upon your torrilorit";. I am ovrr 

rondy to pnarantoo the into^rilv of your majovty’K 
monarchy. I Jicvcr n lll nndcrtafco any ihinir adverse 
to the "r.and inton'-^ts of your ro.ahn. Vonr maje-'ty, 
lunvovor, onjzlit tint a:jnin to hrm" tunicr diVni'-ion 
what ha< hcon ^etth’d by n w.ar of tiftcen ycar»’ dnr.a- 
tion ; oven' thin^' tendin'^ to intorni|)t tr.nujiiilUty i- to 
h,* av«*idi'tf. Your last lovv m>:,'ht have provoked lios- 
tilitios, had I approliondoif a l oinhinalion with llnssin 
in these preparations. 1 have just hrnkon up the 
romp of the Confodoratinn. One hundred thousand 
of my troops ^re on their marcli for Ihuilojiue, for 
the renew.al <»f my projeet-s ityiiiisl I-'nirland. 1 had 
re.a.son to helievc, when I h.ad the pleasure of seeinjt 
your majesty, and had concluded the tre.aty of Pres- 
Imre-, that our affairs wen? settled for ever, and that 
I might head my whole attention to the maritime 
war, without heiiig opposed or distracted. Let your 
majesty distrust ail those who, hy h.irping on the 
dangers of the monarchy, dislnrh your own jieace, 
that of your family, and of your j)eople ; tliey alone 
are to he feart'd — they alone evoke the dangers which 
they pretend to dread. By an n|)right, fratilc, and 
candid hearing, yonr majesty will scciire to your 
suhjects .and to your.sclf that happiness, of which, 
after so many tronhlcs, there must he .so much need j 
and he assured of having in me, a man decided nev(!r 
to nndert-alcc any thing .agiiinst your leading inlerest.s. 
Let your transactions shew confidence, and they will 
inspire it. Tiie bo.st policy in these days is simplicity 
and truth. Let me beseech 3'our majesty to explain 
any caicscs of unca.siness :ls thej'' occur ; I will instantly 
dissipate them. Let your majesty permit me one 
word more : j'our majestj' should be guided hj' )'our 
own judgment — j'our own feelings ; thej' arc much 
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saperior to those of yonr atlvisors. I cntront jronr 
majesty to constrae my letter in ffood part, nnd to 
discorer nothin* therein trlilch is not for the welfare 
and tranquillity of Enropc, and of your majesty.” 

From the tone of superiority assumed by Knpoleon 
in this letter, as if he had been writinj to one of the 
petty princes of the Confederation, there could he 
little doubt of a new war quickly takin* place. The 
whole was in a spirit ealaitated to rouse the offended 
pride of the representatire of the Cresars. But, for 
n time, the preparations of Francis, though u]>on the 
largest scale, srerc secret, nnd ostensibly defcnsiTc 
merely. Metternich, while he avoided all direct ex- 
planations, constantly averred, according to iiistnie- 
tiona, the peaceful desires of his court. Austria 
hesitated to step forth the Grst to the combat ; at 

’ «' , • > p, .1... I 

I .. . 

i f • : . . ■ • . 

herself, and commenced IiostiHties.not against France, 
hut against our allies of the Confederation of the 
Ilhine. 

The fir»t declaration of hostile intentions orentTed 
on the 9lli April, 1609, in the sha])e of a note nddres«ed 
hy Prince Charles, commander-in-ehief of the Austrian 
forces, to the Ocneralofthe French ttoopi in Bavaria, 
and couched in these terms;. — 

According to « declamtinn of his ri.sjesty the 
Emperor of Austria to the Emperor >’apoleon, I 
advertise the general-in-chief rommaiiding the French 
army in Bavaria, that 1 liave an order to advance 
with the troops under mr command, nnd to treat as 
snieniies all those «ho ehall oppf>se resistanre.” 

A copy of this note s«as forwarded hy a rourier to 
Ftfttsbiirg, and thrnre hy telegraph to Paris. The 
Emjveror, «iirprisrd, hut not stismnrerted, rereived 
the ne«« at St Cloud, on the llth of April, and. 
In two hours, sras upon the road to (lerraany. The 
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coinpHcntion of the aflairs in Mhich he non* found 
himself cnjrn^cd, seemed to ipve new impetus to his 
activitj". When he appeared at the army in Bavariii, 
neither his trooj)s, nor even his j^uard, had yet heen 
able to transport themselves thither. He threwhim- 
sclf at the head of the Bavarians: in six days after 
Napoleon’s departure from Paris, the army of the 
Archduke, who had ])assed the Inn, found itself 
menaced. The Emjieror’s hoad-c|uarters ucrc at 
Donawerth, whence he addressed to his soldiers one 
of those brief, energetic proclamations, which cflecled 
prodigies; and this one alone, forwarded to me b}' 
an extraordinary courier, actually tranquillized the 
north of Germany, ready as all were to declare against 
him. 

“ Soldiers ! — Tlie territory of the Confederation has 
been violated. The Austrian general commanded us 
to llcc the very aspect of his arms, and abandon 
our allies. I am here with the speed of lightning. 
Soldicr.s! I w.as surrounded by you when the Austrian 
monarch came to my bivouac in iNIoravia: you heard 
him implore my clemency, .and swear to me the amity 
of a brother. Victons as we were in three wars, Austria 
owes all to our generosity: triply is she pcijurcd! 
Our p.ast success holds forth a sure pledge of the 
victory that aw.aits us. Forward, then ! .and at your 
presence let our foes acknowledge their conrpicrors !” 

I had now an explan.ation of the urgency of prcccr 
ding demands for contingencies from the circle to 
which I w.as accredited. These, as already mentioned, 
were again and again reiterated in Februar}^ at the 
time when the camp of the Confedcr.ation had been 
broken up, and the French troops ■\^’ithdr.awn, not for 
the purpose of encamping at Boulogne, as Napoleon 
had announced to the Emperor of Austina, but of 
being directed against Spain.. All this vast complicor 
tion of events doubtless proved fatal to Europe, and. 
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in the end, CTcn to France, whatever mijiht he her 


the tempest, so jiolitical conriilsion seemed to awaken 
redoubled enci^ies in Iiis own dark spirit. 

During the campaign of 1609, and at its commence- 
ment especially, the ndrance of JTapoleon M-ns even 
more rapid than in the stcngglc of 1605. But I do 


ledge ; but which, at the same time, throw light upon 
the n hole campaign. When the Fmperor liad been 
informed of tfie attack directed by the Austrians 
against Bararia, his orders were instantly expedited 
to all ofTicera commanding divisions, to hasten their 
march towards the the.atre of action. The Prince of 
Ponte Corvo was calle<l among the n*8t, and received 
tlie Saxons under his onlers,— a situation n itli which 
he was by no means satisfied. Bonaparte never fur* 
pave the 18th Bniroaire. ** We are, « riles Bema- 
dottc to me, on the Gth, ** in presence of the Austrians i 
thev arc very strong in Boliemia, and in mv front j 
an<f I hare scarcely got together fifteen Ihousand 
Savons.”* 

Tlie proraplitndc of Napoleon was never more 
necessary than dunng the campaign of lH09j hU 
decision in marching upon Vienn.a svas a master- 
stroke, and anticipate*! the plots, »ell 1,-1111 as they 


anny alone prevented. This expedition wa* to eon- 

* ftmrra] Dimss. in rsnllrst minr who frti in ()<' rsRipsIl^n 
sf Jfineuv, WA* ippolalnt to •iierec*! IVrasJjtt* tt fvrsrn'ir ut 
1 liabttif TnmiUttr. 
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$ist of ten thousantl men. Field artillerj', clotliinp-, 
muskets, and stores of every kind, ^verc already 
collected in Heligoland, and Mr Canning liad been 
Avritten to by the Austrian cabinet, urging the descent. 
It was the Archduke’s design, to concentrate, in the 
heart of Germany, a groat mass of troojis, composed 
of the corps of Generals Amende and Itadozwou’itz, 
and the English troops, who were to he joined by 
tlie expected insurgents, on their march through the 
northern states. The English c.abinct would have 
wished that the Archduke bad advanced a little way 
farther; but he preferred hazarding the divci’sion to 
compromising the safet}' of the monarchy, by depart- 
ing from its habitual inactivity, and risking tho 
passage of the D.anube, in the face of an adversary 
never to ho surprised, and who calculated all possible 
contingencies. To ensure the success of the expedi- 
tion, however, Field-marshal Kicmnacker was sent 
with a large reinforcement, and a numerous staff, to 
take the command in Saxony and Franconia, with 
directions to prosecute the invasion vigorously. In 
adopting this plan of camp.aign, tho Archduke hoped 
tliat the Emperor of France would either detach a 
strong division to the support of liis allies, or would 
leave them to their own defence. In the former case, 
tlie Archduke would have retained great superiority 
over the grand army, thus diminished ; and, in tho 
latter, all was prepared in Hesse, Hanover, and other 
northern states, for a revolt of the inhabitants, on the 
approach of the English and Austrian armies. 

But all these arrangements were rendered naught, 
by the Emperor’s new system of war, which consisted 
in pouncing upon the capital; thus pai-alysing the 
enemy in tlie very centre of his strength, and forcing 
him speedily to sue for peace. He was master of 
Vienna before England had even organized the in- 
tended expedition. In the commencement of July, 
indeed, the English did approach Cuxhaven, with 
twelve small vessels of war. Here they disembarked 
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four or 6re hundrct! s«amen, ir-ith some fifty 
and planted a standard upon one of the outirorks. 
The day after this landing, the Enjlisli in Denmark 
CTaciiated Copenhagen, after destroying a battery 
erected by the naval forces. On ijnittin'r Cnsbaven, 
they arrested Desarts, ajjent for the consulate at 
llambiir^i wlio, on beln<f reclaimed as a citizen, was 
provisionally ».et at liberty by Lord Stuart. 

But to return to the Emperor’s progress, Settin" 
out from Paris on the llth, sve Iiaie seen him, on 
the I7th, at Donau'erth, in active operations at the 
head of the Bavarians : on the 23(1, he was master of 

... t- «* , f t 


tu ipiu lor all itisiuni the iieiu oi uaiiie. jieiiK’cii 
'Douauorth and Itatisbon,also, bra brilliant neliicve* 
ment, ns skilful ns it was darin;r,*D.iTnust pained and 
merited his title of IVtiire of Jh-kmhiJ. Beforu 
quiltinp lUtisbon, the Emperor issued to his soldicn 
another of his bncf addresses:— 

" You liave justified my antirlpations, and hare 
nnpplied numbers by brarerv. In tbe course of a 
feiv days ut have triumphed in the three batth's of 
Tliann, D'Abensberjr, and lukniUbl, also in the 
enpapemciits of Peissinp, I,adsliut, and Ilatisbon. 
The enemy, intoxicated bya perjured raldnet, seemed 
to hare no lonper preserved any rrmembpaiice of ««• 
You have shewn yoiirselTes to be more terrible iban 
ever. Irately our enemies had invaded tbe territories 
of our allies; but a little while, and they fiattrfcd 
themselves with eairvinp the war into the bosom of 
our country ; to-dar, defeated and lermr^trnrk, they 
are in disordered flipht. Already my adronred pnard 
has passed the Ina: before a rnontb, we iball be in 
Viennx” 

rortnne seemed then to sport her favours in lermi 
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of this honsliiijr, for n month hntl not olapscd mlicn 
nnothor nrorlninntion from the Kinpcror jinnouncod 
to his soldiers their entrance into the Austrian capital. 
Bnt, while he was thus niarehin|r from triumph to 
triumph, wc at Hamhnrfr, and tlie places adiacenf, 
had a nei"hhour whose presence inspired any tiling 
hnt security. This was the famotis Prussian parlizan, 
iVIajnr Schill, who, after exercisin;^ his freeho(itiu<^ 
in Westphalia, had thrown himself into Mechlenhur'r, 
whence, as I learned, hedesi>rm'd to surprise oureity. 
He had said in Westidialia, that in llamlmr': should ho 
paid the coiitrilmtions levied from .Terome’s hingdom. 
At the head of.six hundred liussars, well mounted and 
full of audacity, with some fifteen hundred foot, hadly 
armed, he carried the small fortress of Domitz, in 
hlechlenluir'r, on the l.ath M.ay. Prom this station 
ho sent out parties, who raised contrihutions on both 
sides of the Elbe, slopped and plundered the jnihlio 
diligences, iiujuiringeiigcrly after news from England. 
This partizan inspired great terror in his jirogress; 
requisitions, n hon not granted, wito talcen l>y force. 
He advanced to Bergdorf, within twelve' miles of 
Hamlmrg, rapturing Wismar, summoning Slnilsuiid, 
.and forcing the Biihe of Mechlonhiirg, though ho had 
protected and gnuited lands to the olTicer, Count 
Molekc, who pursued him, to seek safety in llight. 
Tlic alarm at Hamburg hec.anic gcncnil. Some even 
talked of bribing Schill to depart, hut more firm 
counsels prevailed ; I consulted witli the magistracy, 
took measures for a defence, and sent, under a strong 
escort, into Holstein, the customhouse chest, with a 
million in gold. At the same time 1 despatched to 
Scliill’s leaguer a dexterous spy, who so frightened 
the marauder, bold as he was, by descriptions of our 
means and resolutions of defence, that, breaking up 
liis camp, and, leaving us on liis left, he marched 
upon Lubeck, whicli, being without defence, could 
plFer none. A single hussar of his hand had out- 
stripped the main body, and, presenting himself alone 
at the gate, demanded admittance, and billets for two 
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or three thousand men, ^vho n’ere coming. The 
guard of the customhouse were about to fire upon 
this daring prouder, when he scampered oflF at full 
gallop. Such was the spirit of the foray. But 
Schill’s farther progress was soon barred. Lieu- 
tenanUGeneral Gratieo set out from Berlin in pur- 
suit, hy order of the Prince of Neiifchatel, with 
three thousand fire hundred Swedes and Hollanders. 
These, some days after, haring hemmed in his corps, 
at Stralsund, SchiU defended himself to the last, and, 
after an engagement of two hours, the chief being 
killed, the whole band W'as destroyed or dispersed 
A war of brigandage, such ns that carried on hy 
Schill, cannot be honourably acknowledged hy any 
power which respects itself; yet the English govern- 
ment, always on the watch to excite and support 
wars of sedition and marauding, sent to Schill the 
brevet of colonel, and the complete uniform of his new 
rank, with the ossui^nce that his whole band should 
thenceforth be in the pay of England. This famous 
partizan had soon an imitator of a more elevated 
rank, in the Duke of Brunswick^OcIs, irho, m 
August of the same year, pursued au equally adven- 
turous and more successful career. At tlio hc.id of 
about two thousand men, more or less, he spread 
dismay along the left bank of the Elbe, and entered 
Bremen ou the 5th. An officer of the Duke’s pre- 
sented himself at the house of the French consul, who 
had lied, and demanded two Jiundred loiiis, {£ ICO,) 
othernise he would give orders to pillage. The 
person who had been left in charge persuaded the 


on the evening of the Gtli, endeavouring to gain Hol- 
land in all haste. On the 7th, the pursuers entered 
that tonm, and set out o^in in pursuit. Meanwhile, 
three to four thousand English disembarked at Cux- 
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haven, hut, as hoforc, 'without ofTccting any thing. 
The Dulv'c of Brunswick, .always pursued, had tra- 
versed Germany, from the confines of Bohemia to 
Elsflcth, a small sea-port on the left batik of the 
Weser, where he arrived on tlie 7th, one day’s march 
in adv.ance of his pursuers. Here he seized all the 
means of transport, and, cmharking his troojis, reached 
Heligoland in safety. General Reuhell ivas very 
improperly disgraced, as if by his negligence the duke 
had escaped. This unjust jmnislnneut produced a 
had effect upon the public mind. 

Such is the history, or rather adventures, of two 
men, of whom the former n-as really remarlcablc for 
his dauntless bravery : they both inlHctcd much mis- 
chief, and might have opened all eyes to what the 
free hands of Germany would he able to achieve, 
when the day of her emancipation arrived. 

Rapp, who had resumed his functions near the 
Emperor’s person, as aide-de-camp, during the second 
campaign of Vienna, related to me one of those traits 
or judgments of Napoleon, which, from him, when 
compared with events Avhich have since occurred, 
seemed like sjTnpathetic foresights of his own destiny. 
One day, while a few marches from Vienna, the 
Emperor, who kept a guide by him to give tho names 
of all the villages, and exjilain the smallest ruin which 
he passed on his march, perceived cromiing an emi- 
nence the decayed remains of an ancient fortalice; 
“ These,” said the guide, “ are the ruins of the castle 
of Diemstein.” Napoleon suddenly stopped, assumed 
a meditative air, and continued for some time motion- 
less, gazing on the ruins. Then tuiming to Marshal 
Lannes, who accompanied him on horseback, “ Look,” 
said the Emperor ; “ behold the prison of Richard 
Cceur de Lion. He, like us, went to Syria and 
Palestine. The Lion-Heart, my brave Lannes, tras 
not braver than thou, though more fortunate than I, 
at Acre. A duke of Austria sold him to an emperor 
of Germany, who shut him up yonder. These were 



14 


MEMOIRS OF 


the times of harbarisin. Hon* different from onr 
civilization ! It has been seen hon’ I treated the 
Emperor of Austria, when I could have made him 
ray prisoner. Well, well; I shall treat him ajain 
exactly in the same way. Yet it is not I ivho uill 
this — it is the a^: crowned heads must now be 
respected. A conqueror ina stronghold !”* 

A few days afterti'ards the Emperor was at the 
gates of Vienna; hut, this once, access to the capital 
was not so easy as in 1805. The fortunate hardihood 
of Lannes then opened the gates; but the marshal’s 
days were mimbercd ; he fell soon after the conversa- 
tion above, in the battle of Wagram. The Arclidtike 
Ferdinand, shut up in the city, determined on defend- 
ing his post, though the French were already in 
possession of the principal suburbs. In vain svere 
different flags of truce sent in; the bearers were not 
only refused admittance, but even maJ treated, and 
one of them almost massacred by tbc populace. A 
bombardment tbeu commenced, and t!ic citv was 
soon V, rapt in flames. The Emperor, being informed 

* Hichard ocoupicd >t least tiro separate places of confine- 
ment, — the first Dierssteio. and tlie second, nhenee he was 
ransomed, Gresshen-teio. The btter stands upon a wooded and 
romantic steep, on the right bank of the Danube, claselj' over- 
looking its broad and rapid stream, here divided by numernus 
islands, and about twenty-five miles aboi c Vienna. This feudal 


uiic-i (leiiguiiui esiursiuu. uiLiuiua jiiiouii, u luuiii iii uie 
second story of a square loner, m(h nulls tnebe feet thick, 
remains exactly as nhen *' s king was its captise." In one 
angle still stands his bed, or rather den, built of squared oak 


wiiii Wild nowers, anu singing, s {irociireu seterti suuxus, 
attributed, from tune immemori^, to the English monarch.— 
Translator. 
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that one of the archduchesses had remained in Vienna 
detained by illness, gave orders to cease firing. 
Strange destinj’’ of Napoleon! this archduchess, vas 
Maria Louisa ! Vienna at last capitulated, and the 
Emperor then, as of old, established at Schmhhrunn, 
did not foil to, remind his soldiers, in a nen' proclama- 
tion, what he had predicted in his last address : — 

“ Soldiers ! — A month after the enemy had passed 
the Inn, on the same day, at the same hour, avc 
entered Vienna. Landwchres, levies en masse, 
ramparts created by the powerless resentment of the 
princes of the house of Lorminc, have been unable 
to support your mere looks. The princes of that 
house leave their capital, not as soldiers of honour, 
who yield to the circumstances of war, but like 
perjured men pursued by their, own remorse. Flying 
from Vienna, their adieus to its inhabitants were 
murder and conflagration. Like Medea, they have 
strangled their children with their own hands. 
Soldiers 1 the population of Vienna, using the words 
of the deputation from its suburbs, disheartened and 
abandoned, will become the objects of your attention. 
I take under my especial protection all the peaceable 
inhabitants ; as to turbulent and wicked men, I shall 
make them examples of summary justice. Soldiers I 
be kind to the poor peasants — to that honest people 
who have so many claims to your esteem ; let us 
cherish no pride of success; let us behold therein a 
proof of that divine justice which punishes the 
ungrateful and the perjured ! ” 

Who would have thought, after this proclamation, 
in which the Emperor of Austria was treated with so 
little respect, that the campaign would terminate in 
Napoleon becoming his son-in-law ? Besides, I have 
always thought, that this mania of Bonaparte in 
insulting his enemies was bad policy ; biit my obser- 
vations on this point were invariably ill received. 

K, again, it be asked, why 1 thus convert to my 



16 


MEMOIRS OF 


o^ni purposes Napoleon** proclamations, irhile prc- 
^scrvluir a reli^ous silence in respect to his bulletins ? 
the answer is obvious : The former, with tlie exception 
ofpredictions not alwaysTcrified,were founded infact: 
they stated particulars knomi to those who had 
been personally actors; but the latter were intended 
for the people of Franco and foreiffn countries, and 
too well justified the proverb, “ hlendacioos as a 
bulletin.” 

Sut the Emperorhadundertakentoo many thin^ at 
once, for these all equally to succeed. \Vhile engaged 


manufactured or imported by his eneray^— -her news 

' . . 

means, colonial productions u-ere smuggled 'in to a 
great extent. More than six thousand individuals 
chiefly of the populace, were employed in this con- 
traband trade, goin" and returning twenty times in 
the day, between Altona and Hamburg, with goods 
so concealed, as decency prohibits my describing. I 
may mention two, however, out of many ingenious 
instances of more wholesale dealings. Between these 
towns lay a piece of ground, alienee materials ucro 
brought to repair one of the principal streets of 
Ilaroburp. During the night, the sand pits were 
filled with brorni sugar, a Inch, of course, nearly 


of sand, some inch thick, laid over the nhole. ‘flio 
scarcliing rods of tho excisemen easily penetrated to 
the bottom ; they saw nothing but sanif, and the whole 
went on merrily. As may be supposed, the street 
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continued long under rcjiair, tlioso concerned bein g 
in no haste to mend their ways : and, as this happened 
to he the road to my countiy liousc, I complained of 
the dcla)’^ u’ithont knowing the cause. Tlie custom- 
house men made the same discovery, that tlic paving 
advanced with marvellous slowness; and seized, one 
lucldess day, the whole of the carts. So it became 
necessary to fall upon some other contrivance. 

Upon the right bank of the Elbe, between Altona 
and Hamburg lies a small village, inhabited by sailors, 
labourers in the harbour, and a considerable number 
of respectable propi’ietors. Their burial place is 
ndtbin the city of Hamburg. Well, it was observed 
that a more than ordiiiarj'^ number of hearses, but 
with, all the proper decorations and custoraaiy rites, 
passed from this small place. Astonished at the 
extreme mortality which appeared suddenly to have 
fallen upon their worthy neighbours without the 
walls, the excise at length ventured to interrogate one 
of the defunct. Dead men, they say, tell no tales : and, 
truly, so it happened here, for, some hoAV or other, 
the lamented deceased could not be found, though 
most amply provided in the commodities of coffee, 
sugar, vanilla, indigo, &c. Once more, a branch of 
trade was Icnocked up. 

Penalties and confiscations overwhelmed the delin- 
quents ; but these did not prevent, sometimes even 
by force, the people from struggling against a fiscal 
barbarism, which, instead of injuring England, was 
bringing ruin on the Continent, by forcing us to 
pay four or five prices for colonial produce. But; 
jealous as he wasj above all things, of ndiat men said, 
no matter what. they thought of him, Napoleon,' 
during the campaign, sent me order upon order to' 
watch the journals. At length I settled the matter,- 
by obtaining, from the Syndic Censor, that nothing 
should be inserted in the journals of Hamburg, 
from the other newspapers of Germany, except such 

VOL. IV. B 
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articles as had previously appeared in the French 
journals ! 

My recollections of 1809 now carried me fom-ard 
to another of Bonaparte’s birthdays. He had intro* 
duced a new saint into the calendar under the name 
of St Napoleon, and appointed tlio festival for In's 
own hirth-hay, the 15th Au^zst. The coincidence 
of this date ndth the day of the Assumption, gave 
-occasion to the most inconceivable^diilation. Will 
my readers believe, that the words I am non' to quote 
were pronounced from the pulpit ? “ God, in his 
sacred mercy, made choice of Napoleon to he his 
representative upon earth. The Queen of Heaven ' 
h.ss deigned to mark, hy the most mnnideent of gifts, 
the anniversary of that day which witnessed her 
reception into the celestial mansions. Holy Virgin J 
it was not without an especial dispensation of thy Jovo 
for the French, nod of thine all powerful inilnenco 
with thy Son, that, to the diief of these thy solemn 
days, should belong the birth of the great Napoleon. 


a most auspicious day fhr those personages who were 
named princes of Wagrsm, EsscIIog, and FckmUfal, 
and to seven others, created dukes at the same tifne. 
There was hero something positive; yet hare wo 


tated? Credat JudtBus ! 1, too, had my luck on this 
day. After the ceremonial at Hamburg, I made a 
short exenrsion to Luheck. During my brief stay 

* So the nomuh Church tmns the Virgin 3Itry. 
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in tlmt place, arrived a certain Pollon d’Alix, calling' 
lumsclf a native of Is'cnfchatel, ndiose appearance, 
detneanonr, and acquaintances liked mo not. I felt 
a strong j>rcscntitncnt to arrest the man. This "was a 
measure I had much repugnance to onforc(!, even in 
cases of actual culpahilify : still the nreseiitiment rv.as 
strong: I did order his arrest; '\vhicn hardly efl'ectcd, 
a letter reached me from Westphalia, having been 
expedited afrern-ards to Lnhcek, recommending, by 
all means, to secure this said Pollon d’Alix, as a most 
dangerous person. He was infrodueed, with recom- 
mendations, to the police at Paris, who best know 
what became of him. 

At this time the I'Cing of Westphalia was on a tour 
through his states, and had advanced to no great 
rlLstauco from Hamburg. Of all Bonaparte’s brothers, 
he had been least known to me ; and, of all the family, 
evidently possessed the smallest claims to personal 
esteem. 1 have in my possession only two of his 
letters, one of Avhich, dated 23d November, 1802, is 
already before the reader.^ The other, of tlic Gth 
September, 1809, runs as follows: — 

“ Monsieur Bourrienne, — I shall be .at Hanover 
on the 10th : if it were possible for vou to come there 
and pass tu'cnty-four hours, it n'ould bo agrco.ablc to 
me. I should then be able to remove all the difficul- 
ties which may arise in negotiating the loan which 
I wish to raise in the Hanse Tonms. I have pleasure 
in believing that you will do all in your power to 
forward the affair. At the present moment, this loan, 
as respects my kingdom, is an operation of extreme 
importance. I offer securities more than sufficient ; 
hut it will be of no service to mo unless granted for. 
at least two years. 

“ Jerosie Napoleon.” 


* See VoL U. p. 186. 
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Notv, I ask, is it not most amnsing’, on comparing 
these tn o letters, seven years distant in date, to find, 

■ • e 

. • ■ 1 


against the dirty httle rascal, as he then termed 
Jerome ; hut the affair of his Majesty of Westphalia 
’ ■ • j Jerome nished 

of three millions 

■ T lithstanding his 

. ' ' „ ; 1 suflicient secu- 

rities,” no lenders would untie their purse-slringis. 

JT ..1 - . • » • • 

c 

t . • ... 


hundred thousand, (in all .;C12,£00,) for clothing and 
other necessaries, for his soldiers Mcr6 in nnnt of 
every thing. This will appear from the fact, that lie 
first equipped tuenty-fiveof lus o«n Itody tuard, the 
memhers of uhich had before been literally n.'iked. 
The miser}' nhicli at this time reigned throughout 
Germany, both among the allies and enemies of 
France, may be gathered from an expression of the 
King of Bavaria. I use his irry woras to one of the 
imperial household; “ If things continue thus, no 

j,,-... ,1..^., l.„,. .....Ir- O.n •» 

sic ■ ' • . . . , I ■ , 

601 ' . , • , . ' S • ■ 

mond«, nilli a letter, tliankingme for m hat I had done 
for his unfortunate soldiers. Thl«, lean safely say, 

■ ’ ■ -- '‘iToiirs 

■ ■ , ■ • • my 

: ■ ■ •...•••( . ' Napo- 
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courier brought reproaches for having accepted, vrith- 
out consulting him, and orders for me to return, 
“ this mark of special regard,” for so had I designated 
the miniature in a general despatch to the foreign 
minister. I sent hack the box udth the brilliants, and 
retained the portrait. Napoleon, ho'n’’ever, had been 
led to apprehend that there urns something irregular 
in the loan, -which probably h-ritated him, and I had 
great trouble in proving, though he was at last 
convinced, that Jerome had behaved ndth all due 
propriety. As to the loan actually effected, the 
senators rejoiced in coming off so well; for they 
dreaded a visit from the Westphalian division, and 
that would have cost much more. 

We return to Napoleon at Vienna ; -n’ho, after the 
decisive battle of Wagram, became involved in appa- 
rently endless negotiations with Austria. His patience 
failing, be formed a plan to revolutionize and dis- 
member Hungary; but, though the design was at this 
period maturely considered and even settled, the 
urgency of other affairs caused its being abandoned. 
I was not, however, surprised in the least on receiving 
the intelligence of the proposed revolution, for it only 
recalled one instance more of a return by the Emperor 
to the projects of Bonaparte, which I, mj-^self, had 
assisted in raising. Thus, I had noted, that one 
evening, before the treaty of Campo-Formio, he said 
to Berthier and me, — " Xliere might be something 
done with Hungary ; if the Austrian government does 
not speedily come to a conclusion, an insurrection in 
that country would do no harm ; and nothing can be 
more easy. The Hungarians have not the same 
apathy as the inhabitants of the other Austrian pro- 
vinces.” 

While negotiations Wei*e going on, the Emperor 
visited all the corps of his army, and the field of battle 
of Wagram, which had lately witnessed one of those 
feats of arms, success in which is the more gloidous 
lhat it has been bravely contested. In the camp 
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before Vienna, also, be instithted the order of the 
« Three Fleeces,” an instHntion which was never 
practically realized. But be did not always amuse 
himself so harmlessly in conceirin^ designs; he now 
ereented one which alienated many minus in France. 
Five days after the bombardment of Vienna, that is 
to say, on the 17th of May, Kapoleon promnljatcd a 
decree, by which the Papal States were united to the 
empire, and Rome declared an imperial city. Whether 
this was pood or had policy, we shall see hereafter ; 
meanwlrift, it was a usurpation without courage, and, 
considering the individual relations which had 8itb> 

S • . J ' 

• r ^ • 

from head-quarters described his bcini; greatly affected, 
and making no secret of the pain inflicted by the loss 
thus snstamed by his arms. I believe bim to have 
been strongly attached to the conquest, just in pro- 
portion to its difllculties : this conquest ho now beheld, 
if not wrested from his grasp, at least become doubtful 
in tlie dark chances of futurity. At Talavera, began 
also to be known in Europe the name of a man, n ho, 
perhaps, might not have been Mithout some glory, 
Imd not n great reputation been attempted to be 
cimmed for bim. This formed the brilliant debflt of 
Arthur Wellesley, ■nho'«c final successes, however 
they might hare been guned, were attended with 
such vast results.* 
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While B'c oxpcrionccil this check in the PciiinsiilA, 
the English attempted an expedition into Holland, 
where tdicy had already made themselves masters of 
Walchcren. This conquest, indeed, thej* wore ohli"od 
speedily to abandon ; hntas the peace hetween Austria 
and France was still tinder discussion, in eonscqnencc 
of the armistice of Znaim, the reverses of the latter 
prolonged the settlement of conditions, the former 
expecting' that new defeats might render these less 
objectionable. These delays occasioned K.'ipoleon 
great irritation. He bnrncd to be revenged on the 
sole enemies that remained, Spain and Eritain. The 
Spanish affairs, especially, engaged his attention, 
for the b.attlc of Tala%’cra had slnick at his military 
renown. This was not, however, the solo motive 
which induced him to relax somewhat in his preten- 
sions with Austria. 

Germany, at this time, presented a scene of suffering 
which it is" impossible to describe ; this was increased 
by the presence of foreign troops, always grievous, 
whatever care the French generals might employ to 
maintain discipline; and to misery, illuminism had 
added the evils of fanaticism. As the only means of 
delivering Germany, a young man formed the design 
of assassinating Napoleon, whom the unfortunate 
youth regarded as her scourge. Rapp and Bcrthicr 
were close by the Emperor when the assassin Avas 
secured, and I congratulate myself on laying before 
the Avorld the following details, the only exact and 
authentic ones Avhich have yet appeared on this mys- 
terious affair. General Rapp and myself had pledged 
ourselves to mutual confldence on the attempt of 
Staps, Avhich he Avitnessed, and that of another still 
more extraordinary enthusiast, AA'ith the particulars 
of Avhich, as aauII hereafter appear, I alone am fully 
acquainted. 

strength. The first annihilated his marine ; the second lanohcd 
a blow Avhich, folloAved up, laid prostrate the colossus of hin 
military power. — Translator. ■ 
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“ We M'ere at Schcenbrunn,’* — I give Rapp’s OTvn 
narrative, as entered ia my notes at tlie time,— 
“ nhere tiie Emperor was holding a review. I 
had for some time remarked a young man, at the 
extremity of a column, whom, just as the troops 
were about to defile, I observed to advance tomirns 
the Emperor, at that moment standing between 
Berthier and myself. The • Prince of Jfeufchafel 
(Berthier), supposing be h.id a petition to present, 
went up and directed him to apply to me, as I 
happened to be the aide-de-camp on service for the 
day. The youth returned for answer, that it was 
with Napoleon himself he wished to speak, and 
Berthier again told him to address himself to me. 
He then removed to a short distance, still repeating 
that he wanted to speak to Napoleon. A second 
time he advanced, ana approached very close to the 
Emperor. I desired him to fall hack, speaking in 
German, and stating, that, aflcr parade, if he had 
any thing to ask, he would he heard. 1 marked him 
svith attention, for his insisting began to render me 
suspicious. I obscrs’cd that be lind his right hand 
thru'st into tlic left breast pocket of his surtout, 
II hence he alJoivcd a paper to appear. J knoiv rot 
by what chance, but my eyo at this moment met 
Ins: I uas struck mlh his expression, nnd with a 
certain air of determination, sinich appeared to me 
constrained. Seeing an officer of the gendarmerie 
standing near, I de»irc<I him to sccuro the young 
man, without violence, and to detain him ijuietly in 
the chateau, till after parade. AH this passed in less 
time tlian my relation Jias occupied, anti ns cvety 
body’s attention u-as at that moment taken up with 
the review, no one remarked the occurrence. S<»n 
afteruanls I received information that a large carving 
knife had been found upon the prisoner, svho had 
given his name Staps. I s»ent instantly for Dnroc, 
and uc proceeded tojetlier to the room Mherc Slaps 
liad decn confined. We found Wm seated on a bed. 
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thoughtful, hut not intimidated. Near him lay a 
portrait of a young female, his pocket hook, and a 

i )urse containing oulj'' tu'O pieces of gold. [Rapp, 

[ think, told me these u'ere two old louis-d’or.] 
First,” continued Rapp, “ I asked him his name ? 
he replied, ‘ I wiU confess only to Napoleon.’ Again, 
I asked what use he meant to make of the knife ? 
Always the same answer, — ‘ I will confess to no one 
hut Napoleon.’ — ‘Did you,’ added I, ‘ intend it for 
an attempt against his life ?’ — ‘ Yes, sir.’ — ‘ Why ?’ 
— ‘ I shall make no ansu'er, save to Napoleon.’ 

‘‘ This, altogether, appeared to me so strange, that 
I conceived it my duty to inform the Emperor. On 
relating what had passed, he betrayed a slight degree 
of anxietj'^,* for you know,” added Rapp, “ how 
strongly he is haunted with ideas of assassination. 
After a pause, he desired me to order the young man 
to he brought in ; but gave me this direction in a 
tone, ^uch as neither you nor I ever knew him to 
assume. He continued to pass his right hand across 
his forehead, and regarded with scrutinizing glance 
all present. Berthier, Bemadotte, Savary, Duroc, 
besides myself, were there ; and I remarked, that the 
Emperor fixed his eyes alternately tipon several of 
us, although he might have known well that amongst 
us there was not one who would have hesitated to 
sacrifice life to do him service. Two gensdarmes, 
according to the orders I had been charged with 
transmitting, brought Staps into his presence. The 
poor youth, spite of his intended crime, exhibited in 
his personal appearance something prepossessing, by 
%\diich it was impossible not to feel interested.- I 
would willingly have heard him give denial of criminal 
intentions ; but how the devil Save a young fellow 
who was bent on -his omi destruction? ‘Do you 
speak French ? ’ demanded the Emperor. Staps 
replied, that he spoke the language very imperfectly. 
As you know,” continued Rapp, “ that, next to 
yourself, I am the best German scholar in the imperial 
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court, the duty of interrogating^ in that lanraagc 
derolred upon me. But in this examination 1 Tras 
merely interpreter. Such iras N.'ipoleon’s eagerness 
to know the replies, that, in the following dialogue, 
the Emperor and Staps are the speakers; I was 
only the instrument of communication, rendering the 
Emperor’s questions into German, and the responses 
into French. 

“ * IVhcnce came yo\i?'—~Staps, ‘From 
Narremhcrg.’ — ‘"Wlmt is your father’s profession?’ 

— ‘He is Protestant minister there.’ — ‘How old 
are you?’ — * Eighteen.’— * What were you to. do 
with your knife?’— ‘Kill you.’ — ‘You are mad, 
young man ; you are one of the illnminati. ’ — ‘ I am 
not mad ; I do not know the meaning of illumin.iti.’ 

— ‘You are ill, then?’ — *1 am not ill; I am in 

perfect health.’ — ‘Why would you kill me?’ — 
‘ Because you are the cause of the misfortunes of tm’ 
country.’—* Haro I done any injury to you?’— ‘To 
me, as to every German.’— *JJy whom were you 
sent?— who instigated yon to tliis crime?’— ‘No 
one; it Is my intimate conviction, tliaf, in sMying 
you, I render the greatest service to my conntiy 
and to Europe, ivhich armed my hand.’ — ‘ Is this 
the 6rst time you have seen me?’— ‘I saw you at 
Erfiirth, at the time of your interview with the 
Emperor of Russia.’ — ‘ Had you not then the inten- 
tion of killing me?’— ‘No; I helicved you would 
not again make war npon Germany. I was one of 
your greatest admirers.’—* How long have you been 
in Vienna?’ — ‘ Ten daj's.’— ‘ ''"hy did yon delay so 
long before attempting your design ? ' Eight i-nys 

ago I arrived in cclio’nhrunn, intending to kill you; 
hut the parade had just ended. I postponeil llie 
execution of my attempt till to*d.'iy.’— ‘ You are 
insane, I tel! you, or you arc ill.* 

“ Here the Emperor desired Corvimrt to he sent 
for. Staps inquired uho wa.v Coni«art ? *A phy- 
siemn,’ I replied. ‘It needs not,* B.sid the youth; 
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after which he kept silence till the doctor ari-ived. 
During this interv^ Staps exhibited the most asto- 
nishing composure. The moment Corvisart entered, 
Napoleon gave, him orders to feel the young man’s 
pulse, M'hich he did immediately, when Staps said 
‘Is it not so, sir? am I not quite well?’ — ‘The 
young gentleman,’ said Corvisart, addressing the 
Emperor, ‘is in perfect health.’ — ‘Did I not speak 
truly?’ resumed Staps, pronouncing these n'ords with 
a, sort of satisfaction. I really was astonished at the 
coolness and impassibility, of Staps ; and Napoleon 
himself seemed as if in momentary amazement at the 
young man’s firmness. After some brief pause, the 
Emperor thus resumed : — ‘Your brain is disordered. 
You will cause the ruin of your family. I ^^'ill grant 
your life if you will ask my pardon for the crime 
which you designed to commit, and for which you 
ought to be sorry.’ — ‘ I want no pardon ; I feel the 
liveliest regret for not having succeeded.’ — ‘The 
devil! it appears crime is nothing to you .’- — ‘ To kill 
you is no crime — it is a duty.’ — ‘Whose portrait 
was that found upon you?’ — ‘ It is that of a young 
person whom I love.’ — ‘ She will doubtless be much 
afflicted by your adventime.’ — ‘ She will be afflicted 
only at my failure ; she abhors you as mu(;h as I do.’ * 
— ‘ But, after all this, if I pardon you, null you not 
be thankful to me ? ’ — ‘I will kill you not the 
less. ’ 

“Napoleon,” continued Rapp, “ exhibited a state 
of stupefaction such as I had never nutnessed in him. 
The replies of Staps, and his unshaken resolution, 
had reduced him to a condition that I cannot describe. 
He ordered the prisoner to be removed. When the 
lattey had been led away, ‘ Behold,’ said Napoleon 
to us, ‘the results of the illuminisra which infests 

* This amiable young lady, — fit specimen of what German 
novels can effect, — was, I have heen given to understand, a 
relation, and resided with the parents of Staps. 



28 


MEMOIRS OP 


Germany. These are fine principles, on my irord, 
and charming lights, wLicli transform youth into 
assassins ! But there is no remedy against illuminism; 
a sect cannot he destroyed at the cannon’s mouth.’ 
After some farther declamation against the illuminati, 
Napoleon, ndth Berthicr, nithdrew to his cabinet, 
and the event, n’hich it vras endeavoured to conceal, 
became the subject of conversation to the inhabitants 
of the castle of Schoenbrunn. In the evening the 
Emperor sent for me; *Zlapp,* said he, ‘ truly the 
occurrence of the morning is most extraordinary.' 
1 cannot believe that this young man alone could 
conceive the design of assassinating me. There is, 
something more at the bottom. I shall not easily 
be convinced that the courts of Berlin and \Vismar 
arc strangers to the affair,’ — * Sire, permit me,' said 
I, * to tell your majesty, that these suspicions appear 
to me groundless. Stops is an isolated individual; 
his calm couutenance, and even liis fmaticism, nro 
proofs of this.’—* But I tell you/ intemiptod the 
Emperor, ‘th.at there areivomen in this plot— fjiries 
thirsting for vengeance: could I obtain evidence, I 
would have (hem seized in the midst of their courtl* 
— * Ah I sire, it is impossible that man or wo.7i.)n in 
these courts could have harboured so atrocious a 
design.’—* I am by no means sure of tliat: was it 
not they who stirred on Schill against us while vin 
were at peace with Pnmla? But patience— vve shall 


of voice," however, • You speak in vain, Alonsieur le 
General; they like us not, neither at Berlin nor 
Wismar. I know the furious enmity of these women 
—but patience. You will write to General liauer; 
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it is Ills duty to examine StaJ)s ; say especially that I 
recommend to him to extract some confession.’ 

“ I wrote in terms of these instructions, but in 
vain ;■ Staps adhered to the declaration gii^en to the 
Emperor ; his placidity and resignation never for a 
moment forsook him, and he persisted in saying, that 
he alone was the contriver and sole confidant of his 
design. Still the Emperor was so struck by the 
enterprize of Staps, that he spoke again to me on the 
subject, a few days after,' when we were to leave 
Schoenhrunn. We ivere alone, when he remarked to 
me, — ‘ That unfortunate Staps, I cannot get him 
out of my mind. When I think of him, my thoughts 
are lost in perplexity. No — I cannot conceive that 
a young man of his age — a German, one who had 
received a good education ; above all, a Protestant, 
could have imagined and designed to execute such ai 
crime. Consider for a moment ; the Italians are re- 
garded as a nation of assassins ; well ! not one Italian 
ever attempted my life. It is beyond my compre- 
hension. Inform yourself of the manner in ivhich 
Staps died, and let me know.’ T made the necessary 
inquiries at General Lauer ; it appeared that Staps, ■ 
whose attempt was made on the 23d of October, was 
executed on the 27th, at seven in the morning, and 
had not tasted food from the 24th. On provisions 
being brought, he refused to eat, saying, ‘ I have 
strength sufficient to carry me to death.’ When' 
informed that peace was concluded, he expressed 
great sori'ow, and a trembling passed over his whole 
frame. Having reached the place of execution, he 
cried out with a loud voice, ‘ Hail, liberty ! Germany 
forever! Death to the tyrant ! ’ — and fell.” 

Such was Eapp’s recital to me, while u'e walked 
together in the garden of the old hotel of Monctmorin, 
which the general then inhabited. He likewise 
shewed me the knife with which Staps had intended 
to perpetrate the deed, and which the Emperor had', 
given him. It was nothing more than an ordinary 
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carving knife. Another important circnmstance con- 
nected with this adventure, and which I drew from 
a different, hut not less authentic, source, is, that the 
attempt of Staps both hastened the conclusion and 
influenced the conditions of peace. After the battle 
* . ■ ” r knonm, were 

■ ■ I _ ■ ' . me, peace had 

! * ■ ^ . . * • * , -Ts, they were 

not in the same condition to enforce it ; hut, beaten 
as she was, Austria still held by certain reservations. 
M. de Champagny, plenipotentiary on the part of 
France, had brought Prince Lichtenstein, represen- 
tative of Austria, to concede the most important 
demands, — those relating to thejjroposed limitations 
of territory. But new diiBculties were started by 

t. . ■ , \ . 

several days, \vhen the enterprise of Steps took 
place. Immediately after the e.xnmination of the 


Conclude J I wish peace: do not demur for a few 
millions more or less in the amount of the indemnity 
I require from Austria : yield tliat poiut. I wish to 
finish : I leave that matter to you.” 

The promptitude of the minister did not admit time 
for the Emperor to retract: the same evening the 
conferences were resumed, tho conditions in debate 
discussed, settled, and signed, before morning. I 


his cabinet with sage and moderate resolutions ; then, 
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on travei-sing tlic ranks of liis soldiers, n liom lie had 
been accustomed to behold victorious under his 
fruidance, relapse into his gigantic ideas, laj’ his pru- 
dent determinations aside, and lonch forth into the 
vague and imaginative of an ambitious futurity. By 
the treaty thus concluded, through the promjititude 
of the plcuipotcntiaries, and without doubt liastcncd 
by the attempted crime of the youthful enthusiast, 
whom Napoleon believed niight be only one of many, 
the ancient edifice of the German empire was over- 
thrown. Francis IL Emperor of Germany, became 
Francis I. Emperor of Austria. Unlike his namesake 
of France, the iien'I}'^ created Francis I. could not 
say, “ All is lost, save honour.” Honour had been 
not a little compromised, but all else M as not lost. 
Nevertheless, the Austrian monarchy had to sustain 
grievous sacrifices: as had been the case in 1805, 
Napoleon took care of himself and his allies. Austria 
ceded to the sovereigns of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, the countries of Saltzburg, and Bcrgtolsgaden, 
M'ith a portion of Upper Austria ; .and to France, the 
district of Goritzia, the territory of the bloutifalcone, 
the government and city of Trieste, the circle of 
WiUach in Carinthia, and all the countries situated 
on the right bank of the S.aave to the confines of 
Bosnia, M’ith Camiola and a part of Croatia, Fiume, 
and the coast of Hung.ary, M ith Istria. The gr.and- 
duchy of WarsaM’’ M'as augmented by Western Galit- 
zia anti Cracovia. Russia also came in for part of 
the spoils of Austria, as she had previously shared 
those of Prussia; and received the remainder of 
Galitzia, for having kept up an army of observation 
of thirty thousand men, M'luch, doubtless, Mmuld have 
fallen upon Napoleon, had he heen beaten ! So much . 
new work for geographers, — a class of men much 
indebted to the Emperor. The countries added to 
Fi’ance were immediately throM'n under one general 
government, and designated the Dlyrian Provinces. 
By these acquisitions,' Napoleon became minister of 



32 


MEMOIRS OF 


both sides of the Adriatic; and Austria, shut out from 
all foreign commerce, by the loss of Trieste and her 
sea coast, had been obliged to agree to a peace, u Iiicli, 
from -the' . ’ * ' 1 ' 

After ■ . .ondi- 

tions, N{ ■ intry 

Trhere n< . - • ' that 

be set out ueiure ite iiau raiiueu (he preiiiiiiuaries 


berg, wnom tie louna tiie most intciieciiiai sovereign 
in_ Europe j and by the end of October was at Fon- 
tainblcau. 'WTien the Emperor quitted the last place 
for Paris, he made the distance on horseback, und 
with such rapidity, that only a single horseman of 
iiU whole escort had been able to keep up m ith him ; 
and, attended by this one guani alone, he entered the 
court of the Tuileries. 

I return to some interrening erents. We have 
seen, by the decree of the I7th May, that the papal 
states M'ere united to the empire. Tliis was an im« 
politic measure, with respect both to Protestants and 
Cntiiolics; the former beheld the oppre^'-ion of n 
feeble old man, the hitter sair in that oppression an 
insult to the hc.id of their religion. Xapolcon again 
calculated th.it the triple tiara of Home uoiild easily 
bend before the new double crown of France, and 
rushed, nithout consideration, into n violence uliich 
he did not foresee would arm both preiudicc and 
humanity against him. On the other hami, tlic Pope 
miscalculated his means of resistance, and rcneivcd 
the papal evtraraganries of the dark ages. I was 
sure of my agents, yet could scarcely credit the 
veracity of the following document, Miiii!i,fls I never 
saw it cUcuhere, may here gratify and nstoiii»h the 
reader uho finds that a papal excommunication uas 
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actually pronounced and pronmlg;ated against an 
Emperor of France in the 19tli century. 

“ By the authority of Almightj' God, of the holy 
apostles, Peter and Paul, and hy Our own, we declare 
that you, Napoleon, Emperor of the French, and all 
yoiLi' abettors, in consequence of the outrage ndiich 
you have committed, have incurred excommunication, 
under which (according to the form of our apostolic 
bulls, as in similar instances, published in the usual 
places of this city) we declare all those to have fallen, 
who, since the last horrible invasion of our city, 
which took place on the 22d February last, have 
committed, as well in Rome as in the, ecclesiastical 
states, the outrages against which we have remon- 
strated, not only by the numerous protestations made 
by our secretary of state, which have been succes- 
sively replaced, but also by our two consistorial 
instruments of the 14th March, and 1 1th July, 1808. 
We equally declare excommunicated all those who 
have been mandataries, abettors, and councillors, and 
whosoever hath co-operated in the execution of those 
acts, or shall have himself committed them.” 

In the supposition that the above must surely have 
been one of the apocryphal matings of the church, 
I transmitted a copy to Fouche, who, in his reply, 
left me in no doubt as to its authenticity. I know 
also, that, when the Emperor was informed, at Vienna, 
of the moral opposition, the only weaj^on to which he 
could resort, employed by the Pope, he shewed some 
uneasiness as to the probable consequences of the 
alFair. But, as he never drew back, especially n'hen he 
found himself engaged on the worse side, he explained 
his intentions, so as to let his devoted partizans seein to 
act, mthout compromising himself by positive orders. 
These facts I give for certain ; the rest is known to 
all the world, namely, that, during the night between 
the 5th and 6th July, the Pope was carried off from 
Rome by General Radet. The unfortunate pontiff 
was passed from city to city, for then it was who 

VOL. IV. ' c ' 2 
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should not reccire the illustrious captive. From 
Florence, Eliza for\\'arded him to Turin; from Turin, 
the Prince Boi^hese expedited him into the interior 
of France; and, finally, Napoleon sent him Rick to 
reside in Savomi, under keeping of his brother-in-law; 

■ I \ 

honour was a squad of gendarmerie. dJiit in all the 
varied phases of this troublesome transaction, and 
blameable as it certainly m as, the Pope could not easily 


Wagram. 

It was at Font.tinMeau, during the residence, ns 
mentioned above, which preceded Napoleon's hurried 
entrance into Paris, that Josepliine, who had gone 
'to meet liiin, at the former place, first heard of the 
divorce; the design of svJijch Napoleon bad again 
agitated even at iSchoenbmnn. Pnl I postpone the 
sorrows and tribulations of the unhappy Josepliine, 
until the time when she herself declared them to mo 
in her retreat at Malmaisoiu It was a1«o at Fonbain- 
hlean that ^lontallvct was named minister of the 
interior. At this period, the letters from Paris 
outcrtaiiied us with perpetual accounts of tin* brilliant 
cor ‘ ' ' • • • • .1 . . 

of 
imt 

and Mlrtemherg attended the levee of the Emperor, 
e.igor to thank the hero who had elevated them to 
the rank of sovereigns, 

I was the first at Hamburg w ho receii eJ intelli- 
gence of the projected marriage of Napoleon with 
the Archduchess Maria Louisa. Tins iien* reached 
me by tuo ihfferent expresses sritliiu two days. The 
first courier aunounrrd nierely iJje infentron; the 
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second, confirming the despatches of the preceding 
evening, represented this grand alliance as a thing 
settled. Who would have said of Bonaparte, on the 
day hd pawned his watch 'at my brother’s, that the 
hand of an Archduchess of Austria awaited him ? All 
was fantastic, prodigious, inexplicable, in his destiny. 
At the same time, it is impossible to describe the 
effect produced by that event in the north of Ger- 
many. From all parts, merchant received orders to 
purchase Austrian stock, in which an extraordinary 
rise took place immediately. The joy U'as universal 
and deeply felt ; the confidence of long peace seemed 
confirmed ; the hope of a termination to the bloody 
rivalshii) of France and Austria appeared certain ; 
and, if I may judge by the intelligence received from 
the interior of France, and other countries, the 
sentiment was the same throughout. ^Fln’Ist all 
minds were thus absorbed in the reflections awakened 
by this alliance, the Emperor caused notification to 
be made to the different courts of Eui’ope, that the ‘ 
grand-duchy of Frankfort had been ceded to Prince 
Eugene, the prince primate having constituted him 
his heir. 

We have already seen, that, in the commencement 
of 1810, broke out the difference between Napoleon 
and his brother Louis, and that Holland was then 
united to the empire. This province first received the 
visit of its new empress. The joui-ney took place 
immediately after the pompous ceremonies of the 
marriage at Paris, on the 2d of April. Napoleon 
returned to Compeigne, where he had fii’st met his 
bride on the 28th of March, and remained there with 
her eight days. Afterwards he set out for St Quentin, 
once more visited the canal, and was rejoined by 
the Empress Maria Louisa. After risiting. various 
parts of Holland and Belgium, the greatest rejoicings 
every where hailing their approach, they returned, by 
Avay of Ostend, Lille, and Normandy, to St Cloud, on 
the 1st June, 1810. 



36 


MEMOIRS OF 


Ifotwithsfanding the nmrersal and sincere jor 
occasioned by the events just narrated, n'ar n-itli 
England and Spain still continued, and increased the 
misery arising from the Continental System, Mbich 
every dav augmented. The Hanse towns bad refused 
to pay tbe French soldiers, wbo bad ncitber money 
nor necessaries. There must be a term to all sacn- 
fices ; and from these towns, once so flourishing 
through commerce, that source of wealth being dried 
up, nothing more could be estraclcd. Present nant, 
and former exactions, rendered them unable to satisfy 
this unjust requisition, Holland, again, was utterly 
ruined by tbe same anti-social system, ubicb, in the 
end, proved the ruin, or principal cause of ruin, to 
its author. In this state of things, the spirits of men 
were kept in perpetual agitation and uncertainty, by 
the almost daily promulgation of decrees o( the 
• • •’ emp/rr. 

r • • -eaty of 

*'• • ^ lod thus 

been extended by the an allowing up of small commu- 
nities ou all sides and seemed nrogreisively and 
indefinitely advancing. In the mhUt of this compli- 
cation of distress, all minds nere filled uitb a 
"desperate hatred, by a decree, •ubicb I c.annoi call 
other than infernal, issued ty Isapoleon, end « orthy of 
the d.'irhest ages of barban*m, commanding the de- 
stniction of afi the colonial produce and manufadurt's 
of England, throughout the empire, and uberever 
bis power could enforce this mad s.ntTifice. In tbe 
interior of France, this was severe enoiigli; Itit no 
conception can be fornie<l of the desnlatioti thus 
UTOiight in conimerrial districts. Al'h,it so cnicj ns 
to Inirn, in vast quantities, before men's eyes, the 
very articles— the first necessarieRof life— for nhich 
they were htarring? Tins in«ane measure vas urged 
by an impatient animosity against England, renderp*! 
still fiercer by the capture of the Elc of Eratire, of 
"Inch bhe had ju^t galneil possession. To present 
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sucli 'miserable devastation in tbe north, I proposed 
to the Emperor, to admit such colonial produce as 
might be bonded in Holstein, at an ad valorem dut^ 
of thirty, and upon some articles forty, per cent. I 
kne^v the holders would willingly agree to pay a 
legal duty not more than the expense of smuggling, 
•while all consequent risk was removed, and, by this 
measure, which fortunately was conceded, a saving to 
the treasury accrued of forty millions (£1,600,000.) 
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CHAPTER IL 

UEKNADOTTE CROWN PRINCE OF SWEDEN— CONDUCT 
OF nOSAPARTE SUBSEQUENT DISACREEJIENT BE- 

TWEEN THE E3IPCROR AND THE CROWN PRINXE — 
DANSE TOWNS UNITED TOTHEESiriRE — BOURRIENNB 
DISSIISSED — HIS ARRIVAL IN PARIS, AND FIRST IN- 
TERVIEW WITH JOSEPHINE — LA SAHLA ATTE3IPTS 
TO ASSASSINATE NAPOLEON— HIS SINGULAR CON- 
FESSIONS— DAVOCST AT lUJlRURC — LETTER AND 
BLACK CABINET— FOUCIIE DiSCRACED — SAVART 
MINISTER— AFFAIRS OP THE PENINSULA — JOSE- 
PHINE’S PRESENTIJIBNT OP EVENTS — MURAT’s 
• GRIEVANCES— BIRTH OP THE KINO OF ROHE- 
ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL— ANECDOTES OP PIUS VII 
— EMPEROR AND EMPRESS SET OUT FOR DRESDEN. 

Bernadotte had just been elected Prince-Royal 
of Sweden^ and this brings me to a circumsfaiire in 
my life which I recall with the greatest untisfuction,— 
tlic prince’s residence it ith me nt Hamburg, on liis 
tray to the capital of hts future kingdom. But it tt ill 
be necessary to recur to antecedent events, in order 
to explain how the onposer of the 18tli Brumaire 
came to Le seated on the throne of Sweden. On the 
13th March, 1809, Giist-irus Adolphus it as arrwted. 

I omit the circurnsLinces, though these would occupy 
a large space in the history of a period less fniifml 
in great events. Tlie duCe of feudermania, uncle 
to the king, nsiumcd the reins of a provisional 
porernment; and flustavus, a few days aArr, gave 
in an act of abdication, which, in tlie state of 8ti rilen, 
in botli foreign and domestic relations, he could not 
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Avithliold. In tlie month of May following', the 
duke was elected Icing by the Swedish diet, con- 
voiced at Stockholm. This monarch had an only 
son. Prince Christian Augustus, ‘ who thus became 
Prince-iloyal of Sweden, from the fact of his father’s 
election to the throne. He died suddenly in the end 
of Ma}'^, 1810, and Count Person, who, in the court 
of Marie Antoinette, had formerly been Icnown as 
the “ Handsome Person,” -n^as massacred by the popu- 
lace, too ready to believe that the count had hastened 
the prince’s death.' On the 21st of August following, 
Bernadotte Avas elected, in his room, Prince-Royal of 
Sweden. 

To return to Gustavus Adolphus, the last king: 
On the 13th January, 1810, this prince arrived in 
Hamburg, the place appointed for his temporary 
sojourn. He travelled incognito, under the name 
of Count Gottorp, accompanied by Major-General 
Skyoldcbrand, of the Su'edish service. This gentleman 
called upon me next day, and, in the course of this 
visit, stated that Count Gottorp had suddenly enter- 
tained the idea, that the castle purchased for his 
residence in Spdtzerland was designed for his prison, 
and had declared his intention of expediting a courier 
to the king, his uncle, with a refusal to proceed. But 
better counsels induced the count to go on, and 
especially the advice of the countess, AA^ho supported 
her reverse of fortune with a resignation so angelic, 
that one would have been tempted to say, she joyed 
in being afflicted. Had he persisted, it Avould have 
much embarrassed all parties. 

Count Wrede made the first overtures at Paris to 
Bernadotte ; aaJio, after this intervieAA'', repaired to St 
Cloud. Napoleon listened coldly to his recital, and 
' replied, “ that he could be of no service to him r that 
events must take their course : and that he might 
accept or refuse, as suited him : that he, for his part, 
Avould place no obstacle in his way^ neither AA'ould 
he give any advice.” But of the Emperor’s being 
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violently opposed to this choice, there can be no 
question ; • and, though disavon’ing such a proceeding, 
he certainly used his endeavotirs in favour of the 
Prince-Royal of Denmark. Bcmadotte, in the inter- 
val, visited the springs of Plomhieres, and soon after 
announced to me that his election had taken place. 
This news I received on the22d August, theannouncc- 
raent being in the following terms : — 

“ My dear Minister,— This letter will ho presented 
to you by M. de Signeul, Swedish consul-general at 
Paris, who precedes me bysome days. I recommend 
him particularly to you. Have thegoodness to receive 
him with your usual kindness. You will be much 
pleased with him. I hope in a very little to have the 
pleasure of seeing you. Meanwhile I renew the 
assurance of tny sincere and afTectionato sentiments. 

“ John-, P. R. of Sweden. 

« P. S. — I request ^on to present my compliments 
to Madame; Wendship to my little cousin,* and to 
your atniablc family.” 

All on a sudden, evcliangc fell greatly against Rus- 
sia, svhich U'as attributed to this election, Alexander 
having supported the Prince of Denmark. The con- 

■ . \ . ■ ■ ' • ■ ■ i' ■ 


an 

tin . . ' ■ 

resting in the cxtrorac. I ventured first to sneak of 
the iTnfavourable reports concerning the Prince’s 
conduct at Wagnim. lie look my frankness in poo*l 
part, and answered, in the same strain : “ The Km- 

• One of Bourrimne’s dinghtm, tlwn • cliill, irliom R<Tn%- 
ilotle Cook s plcaiure in w nsminj.— Tranttatrr. 
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peror refused to see me, and assigned as bis reason,, 
that he was astonished and indignant; that, after 
complaints, of Avhich I could not but know the 
justice, I continued to boast of having gained the 
battle, and had published felicitations to the Saxons 
whom I commanded. These he had , caused to he 
pronounced ridiculous by all those udio are jealous of 
the superiority of others.” Bernadette then shewed 
me his bulletin, and the private order issued to the 
marshals respecting it by the Emperor,, as follow : — 

“ In our imjierial camp (Jf Schcenhrunn, 9th July, 
1809. — His majesty expresses his disapprobation of 
hlarshal Prince de Ponte Corvo’s order, dated from 
Leopoldstadt, the 7th of July, whiph was inserted into 
almost all the journals of tlie same date, in the 
following terms : — 

‘ Saxons ! In the battle of the 5th July, from seven 
to eight thousand of you penetrated the centre of the 
enemy’s army, and advanced to Dutch Wagram, in 
spite of the opposition of forty thousand men, sup- 
ported by sixty pieces of cannon ; you' continued the 
combat till midnight, and bivouacked in the midst of 
the Austrian lines. On the 6th, at daybreak, you re- 
commenced the contest with the same perseverance, 
and, amid the ravages of artillery, your living columns 
remained immovable as iron. The great Napoleon 
beheld your devotedness, and ranks you among his 
brave. Saxons ! the fortune of a soldier consists in 
fulfilling his duties ; you' have worthily performed 
yours. Bernadotte.’ 

“ As his majesty commands his army in person, 
to him belongs the exclusive right of assigning the 
degree of glory which each merits. His majesty owes 
the success of his arms to the French troops, and not 
to strangers. Prince Ponte Corvo’s order of the day, 
tending to give false pretensions to troops, at best not 
above mediocrity, is contrary to truth, to discipline, 
and to national honour. The success of the battle of 
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the dtb is due to Maishals duke of Hiroli (Massena) 
and Oudinof, n ho pierced the enemy's centre at the 
same time that the corps of the Dulco of Kurcstadt 
< , I V'ajjram 

’■ • • . nd not 

. ■ ■■ ■ , * • ■ The 

corps of the Prince of Ponto Corro did not remain 
immorahle as iron. It was the 6rst to retreat. Ilis 
majesty was obliged to cover it Ly the corps of the 
{*u.ard and the division comm.nnded hy iNIacdonald ; 
W tlie division of heavy cavalry commanded by 
General Kautsonhy ; and' by a p.irt of the cavalry of 
the "Hard. To hlarshal Macdonald belongs the praise 
which the Prince of Ponte Corvo arrogates to him- 
self. His majesty desires that this testimony of his 
displeasure may serve as an example to evm* marshal, 
not to attribute to himself the glory wLlch bolonp 
to others. His majesty, Iioncrer, not to afllict the 
Saxon army, desires that this order shall remain 
secret, and be sent only to the marshals commanding 
army corps. Nai'oleon.” 

I could not help rera.arking, on the reading of these 
documents, that, though the Emperor Iiad Kept Ins 
order secret, he n os, in the main, right ; and that I 
had never heard of any one, holding a snhordiruito 
command, issuing a bulletin in presence of his chief. 
Bemadotte replied to my oljectioii, and, I thought, 
explained the circumstance to his own adv.antage. 
But, however important these paperv, the prince’s 
commnuicjtions respecting bis election, and consc- 
quent correspondence M itli the Emperor, ucre still 
more interesting On rctuniiug from Plombit'res, 
he presented himself at the imperial levee, when 
the Emperor, addressing him, asked, in presence 
of all, if he had any news from Sweden ? On 
recoiling a reply in the afllrmatire, he inquired 
farther, “ M'hat say they?”—** Sire, my intelligence 
announce* that your mnjesty’i envoy nt Stockholm 
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— and certain I am, such a proposal could never have 
come from yourself. It can have originated only 
nith the arcli^chancellor or the jjrand judjc, ;vho 
certainly have not considered the elevation to ivhich 
they n'ould thus raise me.’— * What mean you ‘ If, 

sire, they prevent me from accepting; a cromi, unless 
I take an engfagement never to hear arms ajainst your 
majesty, is not that really to place me on a level ^vith 
you as a general ?’ 

“ When I declared to him positively that, since 
my election, I must regard myself in no other light 
tlian as a Swedisli subject, he frowned, and generally, 
during the time I spoke to him, in terms which I 
think have been reported faithfally, he looked embar* 
rassed ; his confusion, in tact, was such, that when I 
had finished speaking, he replied, but in a tone of 
voice so altered, that I scarcely heard him, ' Well! 
go; our destinies are about to be accomplished.’ 
These words he pronounced so indistinctly, (hat I 
was obliged to crave pardon for reijucaiing a repeti- 
tion; *Gol' said he agaiD,*our destinies will speedily 
be accompli«hed.”* 

These two singular destinies are, in fact, fulfilled. 
Identified with the custom.’', (ho habits, the srants of 
his people, Charles John enjoys one of the most 


always he the respective fate of those sovereigns n ho 
base their jirctensions on their sword, and those who 


1 naa succeeueu. Ann iieaiiug me «t' 

extended his hand, pressed mine kindly, as if to 
assure me of his friendship and protection ; in such a 
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manner, too, tliat, despite m}-- knon'letlg:o of the man, 
his assumed frankness Tras so natural, for some time 
I deemed his erroneous prejudices dispelled, and even 
forced myself to entertain this idea. I spoke in 
similar terms to those through whom our two families 
are united, entreating them to assure his majesty of 
the perfect reciprocity of my sentiments, and how 
earnestl)’^ I inclined to do every thing, not contrary 
to the interests of Sweden, in order to second his 
grand schemes. 

“ Would you helicvc it, mj' good fnend, — these 
persons laughed at my credulity, in return for mj’^ 
frank confessions ? They told me, that, scarcely had 
I left the imperial presence, when the Emperor s.iid 
to them, that I was an ambitious man poorly disguised, 
who had just made a gi-and display of knowledge; 
that he had humoured me like a child,, and laughed 
in his sleeve. He wished, in fact, to inspire me 
with perfect confidence, so that I might he thrown 
oflF my guard; for, after thus deceiving, I learned, 
as a certain fact, that he designed to arrest me. He 
dared not do so ; the proof of which is, that Davoust, 
believing he told something acceptable, said to him 
one day, before several witnesses, about the time 
that my election was tallvcd of,'* The prince of Ponte 
Corvo is quite confident.’—* He is not yet elected,’ 
replied the Emperor. 

** But,” continued Bernadottc, “ notwithstanding 
these proofs of hostility nourished against me by the 
Emperor since the 18th Brumaire, I do not think he 
has any intentions against Sweden ; and I plainly per- 
ceive, that, once there, I shall no longer be admitted 
to any save political relations. I must farther say, 
he has given me two millions for my principality, 
one paid down, (£ 42,000,) which has been of great 
. service for the expenses oi my journey and installa- 
tion. I mtist also tell yon, that the moment I was 
getting into my carriage, a certain person, whom you 
will excuse my not naming, came up to say goodbye. 
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and told me wliat had that instant passed in tlie 
Tnileries. This person haring called at the palace, 
the Emperor, on his entrance, accosted him with — 
‘ Well, does not the Prince regret leaving France ?’ 
— ‘ Yes, most nnquestlonablj, sire.’ — ‘ As for roy 
part, I wonld have heen very well pleased had he not 
accepted his election. But how could I interfere? 
After all, he loves me not I* — ‘ Sire, permit me to 
say, your majesty is there in error; I Know the dif- 
ferences which have existed for six years between 
Bemadotte and your majesty; hut I know aKo, that 
he is svarmly attached to you.* — ‘Well, well; lam 
willing to believe it may he so; but we have not 
understood eacli other; now, it is too late; he has 
lus interests and policy, and 1 have mine,’ 

“ Such," addea the Prince, “ urre tlie last ^vords 
of the Emperor as concerned me, only two hours . 
before I loft Paris; as to the rest, my friend was 
right. Yes, my dearBourrienne, I do regret Franco; 
and, but for Eonaparte’s uokindness, never should 
have left my native country: my situation there 
sudieed for a soldier of fortonef n»d, if ever 1 ascend 
the throne of Sweden, I shall owe my croini to this 
canso.* 

During the three days which the Prince passed 
with me, we had much conversation on the Conti- 
nental System. He knew the obstinate resolution 
of N-ipoleon on that head. Whenlie asked me u ha^" 

I thought of the tre.ity of the 1st January, 1810, by 
which Sweden had bound lier«elf to the observance of 
thli system, I was aware lie asked my opinion only to 
be confirmed in his own. 1 pare mine w ithoul liesi- 
tation, which the n*ader already knows was apalnst 
the system. ** Sell yoiir iron," raid I, “ your timber, 

• Tlioo(!b both llfrn.nlotte sikI lloarnmne Ut*'ur hrre Ut 

fix Ihe rhir^fp of iliiplieitr opt>n ILtaipartr, the rrjJir l»ill 
ftt once »cknf>w!ctlje, (lut lie sclkms of tlie Dtipcu'r, sn'l the 
»cntiinrnl« ittributnl to bint on ^tariay, *re itrirjtl/ »t 
T4n.tncc. — Tranthttitr. 
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hides, and pitch ; take in return salt, ivines, spirits, 
and colonial produce, of which you stand in need; 
you will thus gain the affection, instead of incurring 
the hatred, of yoxir Swedish subjects.” 

Since we haV^e proceeded thus far in the history of 
Bernadotte’s rise, we may continue the narrative 
through the subsequent phases of his intercourse 
with Napoleon. The latter had beheld, with_ no 
gracious aspect, the events now related : he easily 
divined, from the character of the former, that in 
him he should not possess a political puppet, nor one 
M’ho would bend to the theory of conduct prescribed 
to French princes, and developed, nith so much 
naivete of despotism, in the letters to Louis. The 
secret discontent Avas not long in breaking out into 
open rupture. The Emperor had pennitted the 
Crown Frince to carry Avith him, for at least one 
year, those French oracers attached to his staff, in 
the quality of aides-de-camp. This permission Avas 
retracted almost immediately after ; indeed, as Ber- 
nadette stated in his letter, “ while he AA'as just think- 
ing of writing to thank his imperial majesty for the 
favour.” This letter changed into decided resentment 
the bad humour of Napoleon; he repented having 
granted permission of departui’c, and stated, before 
the courtiers, “ that he had a gi’eat mind to send the 
Crown Prince to finisli at Vincennes his studies in 
the Swedish language.” Beriiadotte received infor- 
mation of this threat, yet could not believe that such 
a design Avould be attempted to be executed. The 
attempt, however’, was made, but it fortunately proved' 
fruitless. It AA’as discovered that a plot had been 
contrived by a set of foreign desperadoes to carry off 
the Prince from the neighbourhood of Haga; ai)d 
the conspirators were constrained to embark Avithout 
their prey. 

At the same time, the Emperor took possession of 
SAvedish Pomerania and the island of Rugen, by a 
division of the army under command of Davoust. 
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Upon this the Prince xrrote a lemporate Liit finn 
letter, requesting an explanation: — 

“ Sire, — Inrormation has just arrircd, adrertisin^ 
me that an army division, under the orders of the 

7* * . P T' ’ • I * ^ t 


its march — ’ ’ ’ 

token possef 
expects that ^ 

uhich have engaged you to act in a manner so 
directly opposed to the faith of existin" treaties. 
My relations of old uilb yoiir jjiajesty nntliorizc me 


nation, and still more deeply, sire, hy me, to uhom 
is cooBded the honour of 'defending’ her interest*. 
AUhoagh I hare contributed to the triumphs of 
France, thoujth I hare ever desired to see her re- 
spected and happy, it never could lia^e entered niy 
(noughts to sacritice the interests, the honour, and 
the national independence of the country nhich has 
adopted me. Your majesty Is an excellent judge of 
« hat is right, and h.is already dit ined this my reso- 
lution. Although I am not jealous of the glon* and 
pou'cr uhlch easimn jon, sire, I am too sensihle of 
■’ . « . ». 1 Your majesty 

but your dominion 
i lia>e been mlleil to 
• ed, and I desire only 

e-ganl as entru«fr<I to 
produced upon tbe 
people by the invasion i>f s^hich I romplain, mar be 
lolluued by inr-alrulable results; and, thniish no 
Coriolanus, nor comraandin? Volictar*, I bate a »ufTi- 
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cicntlvgood opinion of fho Sxvodos lo aKsufo yon, sire, 
that llic\'nre capuhln of tlnrin«- all, and of undertaking 
all, lo avenge insults which they have not provoked, 
and to preser\'e their ritthls, (o Avliirh they are per- 
haps as stroujjly attached as to their existence.” 

I was in Paris at the time Avhen the Emperor 
received this communication, and know, that, on 
perusinir it, he hecame as if frantic, and cried out, 
“ Snhmit to yonr degradation, or die with arms in 
yonr hands ! ” Ko answer hciii" received to his 
rcmonstnmccs, the Kin" of Sweden ^vas nntlcr the 
nccossit}' of hroaliiii" cnfircl)’ with Eranee; and, 
unahlc to suj)port. a ncutralifv, on tlie fcrmerilnlinn 
which ensued after the disastrous campaign of iMos- 
cow, joined, as tvo shall .sec, the alliance of England 
and Russia. 

As the Cronm Prince had remained with me in 
October, I had the honour of entertaining also the 
Princess, who morel}’ passed through on the 4th 
Decernhor, on her way to join lior hnshand. She 
remained, hon'over, but .a very short time, only two 
months, I thijik, in Stockholm ; the ancient Scandi- 
navia was not lo her taste. I may liere, too, just 
mention, .as a proof of Bernadolte’s good dispositions 
toward.S Franco, in the first ])laco, that v’ar '»vas 
declared against England one month after hi.s amval 
as Cron'n Prince. In tnith it was not till const iviined 
by the Emperor’s unjustifi.ahle aggression that the 
Prince-Royal declared lo that power, and to Russia, 
that war existed hctwcoii France and Sweden. Upon 
that occasion, Count Lowenhgcim, aide-de-camp to 
the King of Sweden, was the hearer of a letter from 
the Pi’incc-Royal to Alox.ander, ivliich' stated, “ that 
the occupation of Swedish Pomerania by French 
troops, and the successive occupation of the shoi’cs of 
the jSaltic, by at once violating treaties, and shewing 
that no faith could he put in any for the future, had 
induced tlie King of Sweden to send the bearer, who 
possessed his entire confidence, and would explain 
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Ills Tiews to the Emperor.” Tbo letter concluded 
with these remarkable words;—** In the midst of 
, • , ’ 1 . - » ^ , ■ 1 . 

■ r • ' ■ you, 

’ , • • , . , it mo 

to observe to your majesty, that in nil events there 
is nothing cjjual to the magic effect of the first 
instant ; while its influence endures, all dcjiends upon 
liim who has the power of acting. Men’s spirits, 
struck u ith astonishment, become incapable of reflec- 
tion, and all yield to tbc impulse of tbo charm uhich 
they fear, and by stblcli they are impre«so(l.” This 
letter also replies to reports that bad been spread 
abroad of Russia having sought the alliance of Su eden, 
while, as wc have just seen, it was the latter who 
claimed the support of the ftrmcr poucr, forced to 
that stop by the unansweralh* law of nece«isity. 
■When, lor the first time, the fortune of Napoleon 
had failed, he made overtures to Roruadotto after the 
campaign of Mo'>cow. 

To these advances, in the shape of diplomatic note-*, 
the Prince-Royal replied in respectful but measured 
terms : ** Expressing tbc sentiments of attaclimeiit 
withuhich he had quitted France; that in Sueden 
lie had found these amhablc dispositions touards the 
empire common to his subjects ; and tliat frieiulnhip 
had been turned into suspicion, and then hostility, 
hy the French ambxvsador nt Stockholm, u’lm had 
assumed the part of a llomaii procoiiiul, forgetting 
that lie had not to dictate to slai cs. During t\» enty 
yoar<, the Iium.in race lixs suflVred too nuirh : your 
•»lorv is at it"* height; and if your majesty dr<«ircs 
the King of Sneden to intimate to the Ihnperor 

•••»'. .... * nnswrr 

tens to 
empire 

. . It »>nj 

rise to licavcu in your £iTour. b'ire, one of the 
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happiest momcnfs of my life, since I left France, ;vas 
that ill ivhich I ivas assured yonr majesty had not 
entirely forgotten me. You have only done justice 
to niy sentiments of attachment ; tliey are consecrated 
by the brilliant achievements of onr brotherhood in 
arms ; and, though a Swede by honour, by duty, and 
by religion, never can I forget our beantiihl France : 
yet never will I sacrifice the least of the interests of 
that countiy which has adopted me, with confidence 
unlimited.” Such arc some of the principal relations 
which I know to have taken place between Napoleon 
and the Priuce-Ro 3 'al of Sweden, in the interval 
between the elevation of the latter and the fall of the 
empire. 

But my own sojourn in the nortii had now drawn 
to a closej the hour of the Hansc Towns, lilce that 
of Venice, had struck. On the 8th December, I 
received a honeyed missive from the minister for 
foreign affairs, that “ the Emperor wished to consult 
me respecting aflairs in Germany, where the informa- 
tion I had acquired promised to be useful to the 
public service, — a considcr.ation which would prove 
my sweetest recompense,” .and concluding with a high 
eulogiuiu on the manner in Avhich I Jiad fulfilled 
my duties. On the morrow I naas off for Paris. On 
arriving at Mayence, I met .a courier, who announced, 
that the ILanse Towns were united to the empire. 
So ranch for the value put upon my information ivith 
regard to them. I confess Bonap.arte fairly outphaj'cd 
me here ; like Moreau, I broke my nose against the 
Tuileries, and had no .audience. Onl^' the very first 
Monitenr I read, informed me that my diplomatic 
functions had ceased, by the union to the empire of 
six new departments, -with Hamburg as their c.apit<al. 
Hon'ever, I had my revenge. This new usurpation 
so far northward excited still more strongly the 
growing disple<asure of Russia, which soon broke 
into open hostility, notwithstanding the whitewashed 
friendship of the two Emperors. In short, the Cori- 
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tinental System destroying every kind of trade in 
the ports of the Baltic, reciprocal accusations of bad 
faith between her and France united Hussia closer to 
Fngland, and brought ou that famous niir, tho fatal 
issue of which w&s so exquisitely characterized by 

1 ■ . . 


minister for foreign afiTiiirs, the commission being 
faithfully discharged by M. de Champagny, in one of 
our first conferences. “ The Emperor,” said that 
excellent person, ** has given roe in charge the order 
which I now deliver: — ‘ AVhen you gee Bourrienne, 
say I nish him to replenish your cofTers with six 
millions, (i£ 250,000,^ to pay for building (ho new 

S alac® of foreign affairs.’” Astonished at this brutal 
emaod, I could at first make do answer : the minister 
naturally desired to know nhat he should say. I was 
still silent,— be insisted. Well, then, tell him ho 
may go to the devil I” The minister very naturally 
dechned having any concern uith snch a message. 

I would give no other reply; nnd, ns I ofterwnrd.s 


( N 

I I ■ ■ 

Yes, sire.’* — “What was lus answer?”—" Sire, I 
beg to he excused repeating it.” — What said he ? 
I desire to know.”—" Since your majesty insists, 
M. dc Bourrienne said, * Tliat your majesty might go 
to the deylll’” — “Alil oh! he Kiid so, did he?” 
I^on this, the Emperor retired into the enilrasnre 
ofa n indow, nnd there continued for seven or eight 
minutes quite alone, biting his thumbs, nnd doubtless 
giving free scope to his projects of vengeance ; but, 
after reflecting, he come forward, and spoke to the 
minister about something else. Bonaparte, lion ever, 
contintie'd to cherish the idea of making me j>.iy; and 
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every time he passed the buildinn:,rcniarlved to those 
present, “ Bouvrienne irnist certainly pay for that.” 

At Paris, of all Ihc 'H'onderfnl transactions ivhich 
had taken place, ivhat chicll}' engaged iny attention 
was the marriage of the Emperor; and n'lioevcr 
places himself in my situation, n-ill conceive the tenor 
of my reflections, when 1 thought of my ancient 
college comrade, heginning life with views hardly 
equal to ni)'^ own, urged on by his fate, and now son- 
in-law to the Emperor of Germany.* Berthier had 
been sent to Vienna to espouse by proxy the now 
Empress of the Prcnch ; before him, M. do Laborde, 
a discreet man, and chamberlain, had been charged 
anth the first overtures for this alliance, while 
Ifapoleon was yetimcertain whether he should throw 
the imperial handkerchief to a princess of Saxony, 
Russia, or Austria. VHien it was settled in favour 
of the conrt of Vienna, which has given so many 
qiicens to France, and generall}' udth misfortune for 
their dowery, the presenting of the Empress' Maria 
Louisa to French commissioners took place at Braunau ; 
and the ceremonial to be observed on this occasion is 
a carious document, when we think of the Exile of 
St Helena, and General Neiperg become factotum of 
the "Grand Duchess of Parma and Piacenza. •(- As to 
the divorce, the Pope required that all the religious 
formalities should he observed : they U'cre so, as also 
all the canons of the church, which occasioned a delay 
of several months. The procedure was terminated,' 
and the sentence rendered by M. do Boisleve, grand 
official of the Archbishop of Paris. It may serve 
to shew how Bonapaite, at this period, respected the 

* Bourrienne delights to harp on this alliance, forgetting that 
Napoleon, — the creator of his own fortunes, the imperial husband 
of the woman who had loved him when possessor only of a cloak 
and a sword, occupied an infinitely higher grade in that real 
honour which is courted by every noble heart, than when he con- 
descended to bon'ow extrinsic splendour. — Translator. 

■ t See Appendix, A. 
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'laws in his private Jife, that the considcrahle sums 
required for public proceeding were paid— the trea- 
sury had its dues, hut the private claims of the legal 
profession were not discharged; only the grand order 
of Reunion was sent to Boisleve, who, ashamed of 
his honour, concealed it as long as he dared. This 
order, in fact, never enjoyed any respect in France. 

Notu’Uhstanding my disgrace, cud friends, who 
were men of honour, received me as before. Among 
tliese was General I)uro<^ who, though devoted to 
the Emperor, scorned the blind attachment which 
approves of all. Hehadnotnutnessed nuthout displea- 
sure the Emperor’s divorce; he often spoke ot the 
measure as a fatal omen for the future, and informed 
me that the Emperor himself had not taken the step 
without a degree of dread • From Duroc’s frequent 
conversations, wlicn he conld steal on hour from his 
'' . • . • ^ f , details?— 

' ' • . campaign, 

' * . • ■ Fontain- 

. - , r the first 

time, the communication which had previouslynnitcd 
hU own nnlh his wife’s apartments was shut up, hr 
his order, ^\’h^e I Hvea as one of the household, 
their domestic arrangements had been still more 
direct — Bonaparte’s bedchamber, as the reader 
knows, having been only an apartment of ceremony. 
Josephine did not deceive herself as to the fatal prog- 
nostics to be deduced from this conjugal separation. 
Duroc, having been sent for one day, found her alone, 
and in tears. 1 am undone,” said she, in a tone, 
the recollection of which still moved Duroc; **Iam 
undone ! all is now over with me ! How hide my 


• It is reported, oa tbe aotboritr cf an tttrndant of tfie ■ 

£niprv«s, that Jo«ephiae, rndeavoann^ to turn her hu>l>snd from 
hts fata] dmgn of diTorce, Mid to him with the preite*! tender- 
ness and votemnitr of manner, ” IJonaparte, TTnienit)er ! To wy 
itir, not to thine, has empire been promised!**— J’ronjhiftr. 
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shame? You, Dnroc, yon have always been my 
friend, — you and Rapp : neither of yon has advised 
him to separate from me ; m3' enemies have done this, 
— Savary, Junot, and others : alas ! the}' are still 
more his enemies than mine. And my poor Eugene ! 
'what will become of him when he knon’s I am repu- 
diated b}' an ingrate ? Yes, Dnroc ; ungrateful he is. 
M}’ God! my God! what shall we do?” .Tosephine 
sobbed con v nisi vel}*, while speaking thus to Dnroc ; 
and I myself witnessed the team which she still wept 
over the separation. 

Before the singular demand of hi. do Champagn}', 

I had requested Duroc to ask the Emperor wh}' he 
would not see me. The grand marshal of the house- 
hold faithfully delivered my commission ; but all the 
answer returned was in these ironical u'ords, — “Ah, 
trul}', have I nothing else to do than give an audience 
to Bourrienne ? that u'ould set all Raris a-buzzing. 
At Harahurg, he aln-a}'s took the part of the emigrants. 
He "would speak to mo of former times ; ho is for 
Josephine ! My wife is near being brought to bed, 
Duroc. I shall have a son, I am certain of it! — 
Bourrienne is now antiquated ; since his departure, 
I have made grand strides. I don’t wish to see him ; 
besides, it would be useless. He is a grumbler ; he 
is so by character ; and besides, yon know, my good 
Duroc, I love him not ! ” 

My position at Paris had thus become one of 
extreme delicacy ; this refusal of the Emperor to see 
me cast something questionable over my relations 
^rith societ}', and at first I hesitated before visiting 
Josephine. Rapp, too, much to my sorrow, was absent: 
he had played some slight part in the ceremonial of 
the nuptials ; but, having ventured some remarks on 
the Fauxbourg St Germain, of which this marriage 
Was conceived to have made the conquest, he had 
been ordered off to his- governorship of Dahtzic. 
Duroc, however, having-assured me that Napoleon 
would not take such a visit amiss, I wrote the Empress, 
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rcquestin"^ leave to pay my respects. Josephine’s 
reply amved the same day, ana, on the jiext, I 
repaired .to Malmaison. AlasJ under what circum* 
stances, and with what recollections did I now re- 
visit this retreat. How many sweet and hitter 
remembrances crowded upon my mind, while passing 
through the veranda in front to the small circular 
drawing-room, where I found Josephine walking 
with her daughter Hortense. On entering, Josephine 
held out her hand to me, pronouncing only these 
words, “ Well, my friend !” Bnt the tone was one of 
siicli profound emotion, that, to this moment, the 
sounds vibrate upon mv heart ; tears prevented her 
saying more. Seating herself on .^n ottoman, placed 
on.the left of the fire, she motioned roe to fake my 
seat beside her j while Hortense remained still stand- 
ing, leaning against the mantcl-picce, and awinly 
endeavouring to hide her te.ar8. 

Josephine had taken one of my hands, which she 
held pressed between both her own, and for a long 

} ' I 

i-s.. ^ • i •... 

abandoned me : the empty title of Empress conferred 
by him lias only rendered my disgrace the moro 

S ublie. Ab! how truly did we estimate him! Inever 
eluded myself as to my fate; far whom would he 
not sacrifice to his ambition?” At this moment ono 
of the ladies attendant on Queen Hortense entered, 
announcing a visitor to her royal mistrew, who re- 
mained a few moments longer, to recover from the 
effects of the distress under which she was too visibly 
labouring and then left us alone — a situation alike 
desired by both : for Josephine nought relief in dis- 
closing her sorrows, and I longed to hear, from her 
omi lips, tho story of hermisfortunes and tribulations. 
^Vomcn throw atouching charm into the recital even 
of their griefs. 
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Josephine confirmed what I had learned from 
Duroc, respecting -the shutting up of the communica- 
tion -hetween the two sleeping apartments in the 
palace of Fontainhleau ; ;then, coming to the period 
when Bonaparte disclosed to her the necessity of a 
separation, she thus continued.: — “ You, my good 
Bourrienne, were for years a witness of u'hat passed 
hetween.us — you saw all, knew all, heard all; you are 
aware that I -never had a secret from you, hut confided 
to you my sad forebodings. He accomplished his 
resolution, too, with a cruelty of which you can form 
no idea. I have now played, .to its end, my part of 
wife, in this world. I have endured all — and am 
resigned.” At these words, one of those melancholy 
smiles wandered across Josephine’s icountenance, 
Avhich tell only of woman’s suffering, and are so 
inexpressibly affecting. — “ In what self-constraint 
did I pass that season in which, though no longer his 
wife, I was obliged to appear so to all eyes ! what 
looks, my friend, are those which coiu’tiers allow to 
fall upon a divorced wife ! In nhat stupor, in what 
uncertainty, more cruel than death, did I live, from 
fhat period to the fatal day in which he avowed to 
me the thoughts I had so long read in his counte- 
nance : it was the 30th of November. What an 
expression he wore on that day; and how many 
sinister things appeared in bis looks ! We dined 
together as usual ; I struggled -with my tears, which, 
despite of every effort, overflowed from my eyes. 
I uttered not a single w'ord during that sorrowful 
meal, and he broke silence but once, to ask one of 
tbe attendants about the. weather. My sunshine I 
.sa^v had passed an^ay;- the storm was coming — and 
it burst quicldy. Immediately after coffee, Bonaparte 
dismissed every one, and I remained alone ■ivith him. 
-What an expression, Bourrienne! what a look he 
had ! I watched, in the alterations of his features, 
the straggle whi^ was in his soul; but at length I 
saw that my hour had come. IBs M-hole frame 
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trembled ; and I felt a shuddering horror come over 
mine. He approached; took my hand; placed It 
on his heart j gazed upon me for a moment, without 
speaking: then at last let fall these dreadful words; — 
‘ Josephine I ray excellent Josephine I thou knowest 
if I have loved thee I To thee — to thee alone do I 
owe the only moments of happiness which I have 
enjoyed in this world. Josephine I my destiny over, 
masters my will. My dearest affections must he 
silent before the interests of France.*' — ‘ Say no 


Josephine; " 1 cannot tellwhat passed whliinmc ; I 
believe niy screams were loud : I thought reason luad 
fled; I remained unconscious of every thing; and, on 
returning to my senses, found I had been carried to 
my chamber. Your friend, Condsnrt, n il) tcU yon, 
better than I can, what aftenvards occurred ; for, on 
recovering, I perceived that he and my poor daughter 
were ndth mo. Bonaparte returned to visit me in the 
evening. No, Oourrienne, yon cannot imagine the 
horror until which tlio sight of Jiim, at that moment, 
inspired me ; even the interest -nhich he affected to 
take in my sufferings seemed to mo additional cruelty. 
Oh! my God! how justly had I reason to dread over 
becoming an Empress 1” 

I sincerely pitied Josephine, yet knew not what 
consolation to give. Of all I s.aid to alleviate her 
sorrows, that to ivbich she seemed most alive was tlio 
public reprobation pronounced against Bonaparte’s 
proceedings in the divorce. Here I fold her nothing 
but the truth. •Josephioe vras universally beloved; 
it had become a popular belief, that the good fortune 
of Napolepn depended upon her presence; and It 
must be confessed, tliat events subsequent to his 
jllustrions alliance, were of n nature to accredit this 
superstition. I recollect also, uhilo at Hamburg, that 
•correspondence reached me from various quarters, 
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sllP^v^nJr, tliat a vauiip frcHiis;’^ — an aniicipafion nndo- 
fincd, yet ‘rcnoraHy prevalent, beheld a sonrce of 
misfortnne lorFranre in the alliance of her chief with 
the Ilonso of Austria : this union {rave rise to com- 
parisons with the fate of Maria Antoinette ; and, as 
there wants only an nnexpected occurrence to give 
consistency and weight to a received prejudice, the 
fire which happened at a hall given hy Prince 
Schwart/enherg, the Austrian envoy at Paris, was 
pronounced to be a connterjiart of the accidents which 
occun'ed on the marriage of the Dauphin of Franco 
ndth the aunt of iNTaria Louisa. 

Such considerations, however, were hut a feeble 
solace to the grief of Josephine, who, from the depths 
of her affectionate heart, sent forth vows for Bona- 
parte. I recalled to her the predictions which I had 
ventured in more fortunate times. “ My friend, I 
never forgot them j I have often thought of all you 
said to me in those days : why did he not listen to 
you ? As for mo, I had foreseen that we were lost 
from the time he made himself Emperor. Adieu, 
Bourrienne; comeand sec me, — come often; we have 
much to talk about, and you arc aware of the jiloasurc 
with which I shall receive yon.” Such was our first 
interview', and the reader v'ill find that I did not 
neglect the parting invitation. 

In speaking of the attempt of Staps to assassinate 
Napoleon at Schoenbininn, 1 mentioned another of the 
same kind, little known, and with which I had become 
perfectly acquainted. I had been about two months 
in Paris when young La Sahla arrived, on the 16th 
February, 1811, and was arrested on the Sunday 
following, accused of having come from Saxony on 
purpose to kill the Emperor. La Sahla, on being 
examined, expressed a desire to sec mo, assigning as 
his reason the reputation I had left at Leipsic when a 
student there, and latterly in Germany during my 
mission. I have reason to believe, the Emperor per- 
mitted the interview; and the 'minister of police. 
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SaTary, Ti’ho had replaced Fouche, requested to sec 
me at his private (^ce. This ivas about half past 
nine in themomioff. I found in the cabinet a young 
man, about seventeen or eighteen years of age, and 
with him JI. Desmarets. Voung La Sahia, with much 
politeness, expressed a Irish to converse Tvith me, 
■and I insisted on being left alone -ndth the prisoner, 
■fhreatentng to retire if auy thing like a judiciaiy 
investigation was to be given to this interview. 
Desmarets politely retired, and the guard took his 
■station outside. We conversed an German, though 
the young Saxon spoke French very well : he seemed 

^v. -i.i- w ,1- . , . , . , -1 -* Tgljall 

‘ ■ ■ • • . ' and, 

■ • **.•*' I 

in other respects, cahn, drar, and collected, he burst 
forth into an enthusiasm which arrested an vneon* 
,8dous interest. After conversing for a little on the 
university and pnfcssorsofLcipsic, 1 pat the question, 
** Hon* has it happened tluit I see you, belonging to 

* ' *■ y. » 


•* Sir,” replied La SahU, “ I w-as pursuing my 
studies at Lcipsic, where 1 had resided for about 
£fteen months; having little intercourse M-ith my 
fellow students, whose dissipated life suited neither 
my habits nor my stale of health. _ [The youth’s 

I • • . ■ ■ ' ■ ■ . 

• i‘ 


and niy mother, who, without being opulent,^ is in 


your Emperor, after hearing at Dresden a sermon by 
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M. Kcinbart, senior' Lutheran clergyman. Iir that 
discourse, delivered heforc the battle of Jena, Napo- 
leon, uithout being precisely named, was clearly 
indicated, and compared uilh Nero. The evils suf- 
fered by Germany .since that period sunk deep into iny 
spirit; and Viller’s letter on the taking of Lnbeck 
put the se.al to my resentment. M'hile pur.sning my 
studies at Lcipsic, I heard of the conscription — of 
the attempt of tifaps, [here his oxpre.ssion heeamo ani- 
mated, and his air as if inspired,) and the snppre.ssiori 
of the free slato.s of my connlry. I hehcld tlie English 
merchandise comnutted to the flames. Tliat last act 
of stnpid tyranny afllicled mo beyond endnnmce. 
Wien I sau’ coiiimcrcc annihilated, the shop.s shut, do- 
•solation among all classe.sof citizen.s, de.spair through- 
out, I resolved to kill Napoleon, the author of all 
these evils. I intended to leave Leipsic six weeks 
later than I did ; but, upon reflection, it appeared to 
nicthat, by killing the Emperor heforc the Empress’s 
delivery, the success of inj' attempt would be more 
complete, than if I ivaitcd till afterwards; for, should 
she have a son, the French would probably become 
more attached to the d 3 ’nasty, and there would he 
less chance of an overturn in the empire. I hastened 
my departure, therefore, and practised firing with a 
pistol, in which I attained grc.at expertness. 1 became 
a Catholic, because, the Pope having excommunicated- 
Napoleon, to kill him had become a meritorious act 
in the eyes of God, and because I knew that, by. 
professing mj'self of their religion, I should obtain 
more sujiport among Catholics. As a second motive; 
I had remarked that those countries in -which that 
faith prevails arc more united and less easily governed 
by their neighbours. I read with amdity books on 
this subject, and the UTitings of Miiller on the liber- 
ties of Gci’many. From these I made maiiy cxti’acts; 
which will he found in my trunk at Lcipsic. For 
six. weeks before my departure, I gave myself kp to 
dissipation and to pleasure, in order to deceive my. 
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companions, and justify in tljoir opinion a departure 
not authorized by mv relations. The day before 
Setting out, I sent my domestic to Dresden, in order to 
get quit of him, under pretence of carrying a letter to 
my uncle. As bad Jock trould hare it, he missed the 


no uneasiness, haring given out that I iras going to 
Mayence to he confirmed. 1 played the imbecil and 
the sot, and arrived in Paris without being discoD" 
certed or discovered in my design. I brought nnth 
me five pistols of duBcrent sizes.” 

^ To my question. How he had employed the time 
since his arrival in Pans ? La Sahia replied,— “ Since 
the 16tb February, when I first reached the capital, 
I have every day passed five hours in the Tutlcries : 
I dined at Very’^s, and n-as on the M'alch for tlio time 
when Kapoleon should walk. Last Tliursday I ob* 
served the Emperor n*alking backward and tonvard 
in a saloon fronting the gawens. The iviiidow was 
open, and sometimes he approached it. I designed 
to fire at him; but a passenger, to n horn I expressed 
my desire of getting a nearer view of the Emperor, 
having told me that in all likelihood he would descend 
into the garden, 1 waited: tbo Emperor, lion-evcr, 
did not .again 
ray design in 
while he svas 
chase ; or svhi 

of the Tuileries; or at mass; or .at the 'Jheatre 
Franfais. The distance at the chapel presented to 
mo no ohjection, for it did not seem more than that 
between a box fronting his at the theatre, Mhicli I 
had ascertained to he about thirty {oces. With one 
of ray pistols I «.as sure of mv man at that distance. 

I finally determined for the tficatre. Ify resting my 
hand on the front of the box, and firing two banels 
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at once, it Avas impossilile I could miss tlio' marie. T 
bad indeed found .a pistol in the Palais Koyal nitli 
four barrels, but this did not appear citber snllicicntly 
connnodions or .sure enou*rb. 1 never deceived my.self 
as to tbe fate ubicb awaited me: I knew I sbonld 
be massacred on tbe spot ; but wbat imported life to 
me ? Had Staps despised death, as I do, Napoleon 
bad not now c.xisted, for be bad the good fortune to 
close with bim ; but be trembled. I do not fear 
death; I believe firnil}’ in predestination. If I am 
to die in two days, nothing c.an save me; if I am not 
to die, nothing can prevent niy living.'*' Neither did 
I conceal from myself that the failure of my enter- 
prise was not impossible. I have read that tbrcc- 
and-twenty attcmjits were made on tbe life of Henry 
IV, and that tbe i24tb succeeded. Yet Henry took 
no precautions, and was beloved ; Napoleon takes 
many, and is bated. Fort}' attemj)ts, therefore, may 
be made before succeeding with bim. One would 
think that this consideration wotild have deterred 
me : but no. For, supposing it true that six attempts 
have been made, I hazard a seventh ; it is one ebance 
moi'e for others, and one less for Napoleon ; it is so 
much gained. And wbat is tbe life of one man in 
comparison with the great result of the destruction 
of tbe tyrant?” 

“ Have you accomplices ?” asked I, “ No,” was 
tbe reply, “ not one : 1 opened mj' mind to no human 
being; but please God, the tie of virtue, ■which unites 
tbe youth of Gci-mauy in tbe same love of libci-ty, 
will give me successors. After me will come others ; 
but not from Saxony ; the students of Loipsic are 
dissolute and dishonourable; but from West])balia, 
where tbe inhabitants are well informed, and very 
discontented: from the Hanse Toums, noAv united to 


* Ho'w singular the coincidence between the reasoning of the 
Turkish seik in volume first, and that of the young Saxon in 
volume fourth! — A.nthor. . 
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the empire; from Italy and Spain. In the end some 
one must succeed.” 

« Did you not,” said I, " recoil at the thought of the 
grief you would occasion to your family Sir,” 

answered the youth, “ family considerations must 
give way before the grand interests of country and 
of freedom. I know that I shall oyern’helm with 
sorrow my mother and my sister. But what matter 
the tears of two women, when the deliverance of 
Germany is at stake ? Napoleon dead, Germany ' 
recovers her laws and her sovereigns ; French domi- 
nation, so odious, is at an end; the Code Napoleon 
ceases to be the law of the people. 411 this mast 
happen; for, if he be killed — and killed he most 
be by perseverance— Bemadotte, so beloved by tbc 
French, will be recalled from Sweden, and he will 
ovacuateGerraany; or tbomarslials will dispute among 
tbemselves, and \re shall have repeated the history 
of Alexander’s successors. In either case, Germany 
will be free and happy; for, while France is nnitM, 
Germany nil! be oppressed. Sucb n as my design : 
no private consideration actuated me, and, till now, 
mortal. I have 

’ • I er mother nor 

' . . ■ privileges. I 

tnougne bui ui one vojevi — tuu ucui\craiicc of Ger* 
many from the French yoke, ivbich ireighs still more 
heavy upon the unfortunate classes of society than 
upon those of elevated rank. To this grand ide.a I 
have sacrificed all. Beyond this I formed no wish, 
and even now have none; roy blow has failed; 1 
love life, but do not fear death. Were I desired to 
prepare for execution in five minutes, it would ho 
to me a matter of perfect indifference.” 

•r • , '•'-‘■•s-.iou ; I took down 

hi. *1 ■ Tuardi read them 

OT- ■ '» .1 French. But he 

had interested me deeply, and I resolved if possible, to 
8a> e him. The Duke dc Ilos-igo sras ensilypersiiadcd 
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to view the matter as I did, and to see the propriety of 
representing’ the young Gernian as insane, especially 
as disturbances in the class to •srhich he belonged — 
his uncle being minister to the king of Saxony — 
would be doubly dangerous, both in themselves and 
in their influence. The Em 2 )eror has since acknow- 
ledged the prudence of this 'conduct; for, speaking at 
St Helena of the attempts made on his life, he says, 

“ I carefully concealed all I could.” Vincennes, 
therefore, according to my recommendation, became 
the prison of La Sahla, where he remained till 
March, 1814, when he u'as liberated, having first been 
transferred during the interval to the castle of Saumur. 

I had not heard of him for three years, when, after the 
restoration, while at breakfast with my family, I was 
roused by an extraordinary uproar in the antechamber, 
and, before I could know the cause, found myself in, 
the arms of a young man. It Tvas La Sahla, in an 
ecstasy of joy and gratitude on his liberation, and the 
aiTival of events Avhich he had attempted to hasten 
by assassination. He returned to Saxony ; I never 
saw him more, but may as well finish here the story 
of his singular destiny. 

In 1815, during the Hundred Days, I learned, in 
Hamburg, where I then resided, that, on the 5th of 
June, a violent explosion had been occasioned on the 
streets of Paris, by a quantity of fulminating silver, 
on the person of a young Saxon. On receiving this 
intelligence, I know not why, but La Sahla in’esistibly 
occurred to my mind : it was he indeed. The 
following is the declaration of the police, then, as of 
old, directed by Fouche, and which, with the exception 
of the concluding portion, seems sufficiently veracious. 
But, it may be proper to remark, thaL-if false,- 1 am 
inclined to ascribe the inaccuracies of the document 
rather to the police than to La Sahla : — “ During the 
sitting of the Chamber of Representatives, about half 
past one o’clock, a dreadful explosion was heard, 
resembling a clap of thunder. The following are the 
VOL. IV. E 3 



details:— A Saxon, aged about twenty-eight, [here 
is an evident mistake; he could not bo more than 
Iwcnty-three,] nho was said to belong to a noble 
. family, had in his coat-pocket about four ounces of 
fulminatiBg silver. He had ordered himself to bo 
driven to within a short distance of the palace of the 
Legislative Body, and alighting, bad immediately 
entered the hall, whence he departed soon after; and, 
at some distance, while turning the comer of Hue 
St Bourgogne, his foot slipped, and he fell upon the 
paclcet of fulminating pon dcr. A violent detonation 
ensued, his coat and naistcoat were tom, and his 
person terribly mutilated. None of the passengers 
near him were injured. In this condition he ims 
conducted to the prefecture of police, and there exa- 
mined, and recognized as the Baron de La Sabla, nho 
liad previously, some before, attempted to 

nssossinato or poison the Btnperor. Such are the facts 


of Germany; but that oppression having cra»cil, hi-t 
hatred had also disappeared. Tlic robbery of the 
Congress, and especially the oppressive exaction of 
Prussia towards Saxony, li.nl highly exnsjjorated 
him against the Prussians; and nlicn he heard of 
the Emperor’s landing, and the prosperous issue of 
his enterprize, he beheld in him the liberator of his 
too unhappy country, and resolved to render him 
all possible service. His nttcrnpt of former years 
assisted him marvcIIoM«ly here, by introducing him 
to much important inforination, of nhich he now 
proposed making use. But for this it behoted to 
enter France; and, addressing himself to SI. de 
Ilardenberg, (Prussian minister,) lie frigned to be 
more zealously than ever bent upon his former 
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he rcq^nestod to procure for 3M. do La Sahlatlic mean?? 
of ontcrinj France. The inar.sliars Itoad-quarters 
were then at Nanmr; and hi.*; chief of .staff, in 
deliverin<>; to JI. dc La Salila liis passport, advised 
him to procure some fulminating' silver, and oven 
mentioned a dealer in N.amur by whom lie could I)e 
.supplied. To avoid suspicion. La Sahla purcliascd 
four ounces. Arriving at Paris, he commnnicaletl 
to the government, and particularly to the minister 
of war, much important information on the force, 
designs, and resources of the allies. In llms serving 
France, he considered himself as most eft’cctuallj' 
benefiting his country. To tlic war minister lie also 
communicated the circumstance of tlie fulminating 
powder, which, as he declared on his examination, 
ho had not found a convenient opportunity to di.spose 
of; and, fearing some accident if lie left the packet at 
his lodgings, had continued to cany it on his person. 

“ It IS said, he also declared that he liad commu- 
nicated, M'ith proofs, to M. de Metternich, wliom he 
saw at Vienna, that hi. de Stein, Prussian minister, 
had engaged him to poison hi. de hlongelus, minister 
of Bavaria, and that hi. de hletteimich had appeared 
indignant and alarmed at this conduct of hL de Stein. 
If these declarations are true, it must be confessed, 
that some members of the Prussian cabinet there 
employed diplomatic means of a nature sufficiently 
singular.” 

The conclusion of this document is the portion to 
which I allude in saying above, that any inaccuracies 
are to be charged rather upon the police, than upon 
a lying declaration emitted by La Sahla. In eitirer 
case, however, it is very difficult to admit, without 
proof assertions so atrocious, which accuse so posi- 
tively M. de Hardenberg of encouraging the assassina- 
tion of Napoleon, and hi. de Stein of having equally 
encouraged La Sahla to poison hi. de hlongelus. I 
decide nothirig; only I consider it, a duty to raise 
doubts concerning accusations of this nature against 
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t^v'o Prussian ministers, whom Prince Wittffcnstein, 
a man of honour, in the most especial sense of the 
word, always mentioned to me in honourable terms. 
Is it not at least amon" the probable Thantes, that 
the crafty police of the Hundred Days had thus 
recourse to one of its familiar means to cover with 
contempt, and draw indignation upon, its enemies ? 
These are questions, I repeat, which I propose, without 
venturin" to solve them.* 

I had left my family at Hamburg, wl)ere they 
continued during the winter of 181fr-lJ. Davoiist 
had succeeded to the military command of the new 
departments. Misery attained its height, for Dupas 
was regretted. One of the pnucisroarsbars first nets, 
on arriving, was to assemble the ollieers, and instruct 
them to play the spy in private bouses. Some were 
indignant, nod advised Madame do Bourrienne to 
remain on her guaH. But Davoust never foigaro 
my free opinion of his abilities, expressed to Bona* 
parte. Soon after arrival in P.)ri«, in the com* 
mencement of 1811, 1 received intelligence, from an 
excellent friend in Haroburg, that I would soon get 


Mettfrnieh parwt on Htworl a Birrifni txiU>giuat.-^ 'Jrqnt^ 
lalor. 
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but in a few days the letter did arrive. To what a 
degree of infamy may not men descend I The letter 
was written by one whom I had known in Hamburg, 
whom I had obliged, and to whom I had given bread 
by employing him as a spy. After a long account of 
an infamous transaction, in which he afldrraed he had 
been engaged, managing it for me, Talleyrand, and 
Rapp, in England, he desired sixty thousand francs 
to be remitted by return of courier, as payment for 
this affair. Happily this precious document con- 
tained its own confutation. The transaction was laid 
in 1802 , when I was not only not plenipotentiary, 
but still secretary to the First Consul, I copied and 
carried this credential to Rovigo. The duke went 
immediately to the Emperor. Scarcely had he entered, 
when the latter, advancing, said, “ Well, I learn fine 
doings of your Bourrienne, whom you are always 
defending!” Whence, the reader will ask, arose 
this apostrophe? from the simplest of all causes — 
a copy* of the letter had been forwarded by the same 
post to the Emperor, Rovigo explained, and produced 
the documents. “ What baseness, what horror ! ” 
exclaimed Napoleon : “ Let the rascally writer he 
arrested and sent hither.” The order was promptly 
executed. What was the result ? No sooner had the 
prisoner arrived than he was examined. His con- 
fession declared, that the missive in question had been 
written by order, and to the dictation, of Marshal 
Davoust, and that he himself had received a> small 
sum of money, as secretary’s salary in the business. 
It came out fiirther, that the said letter, on being 
put into the post-office, had been designated bj'' the 
marshal to the director of the “ black cabinet,” as 
one to be opened, copied, re-sealed, and forwarded to 
its original address, and the copy transmitted to the 
Emperor I The miserable scribe was banished to 
INIarseilles, or to the Island of Hieres, I forget which j 
but the grand criminal, who contrived and directed 
the whole, continued, as if nothing had happened. 
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empire. 

I hare just said that Sarary, Diilce of Ilorig;o, had 
replaced, as minister of police, Foucli^, Duke of 
Otranto, hut u ithont lellinw hou'. It had by this 
time been disrovered, that my opinion of the latter 
WAS ivell founded; and, uheii the former, ns new 
minister, came to inTesUprafe the arcana of polices, 
tounter-policcs, surreillances, and hierarchies of 
espionage, he discorered that all these srere but so 
inanv Kcarccrons set up to frighten the Emperor. 
VerHy Fouchd had acted much in (he same nay ns 
gardeners do, uho place efligles in their cherry'trecs, 


at length, the Ef^eror hating detected a eorres- 
poudcnce, Dibich Foitche caiiied on uith England, 


arrest effected by ® ' ’* ■* 

for, immediately s *1 • • ■ ' 

to St Cloud, pla • ' • • ^ ■ 

f :eneral police. If, in these ttrcumstances, Salary 
lad known Fouebe as I did, bo would not have 
eommlffed the egregious hltindcr of nllou ing him to 
remain for fifteen days nflenrnnls in quiet posiesxion 
of the hotel of the police. This space Fourli^ em- 
ployed in burning nil his really uieful papers, instead 
of arranging them ns he h.ad pretended ; so that, nfier 

^.r .• hinivelf 

: ■ 1 ‘ ■ his predecevsor 

. ’ ; . • • ■ ■ otihl Imre been 

rvtreniely silly to Imre yielded imjilicit eonfidenre. 
FouchC* concealed all the names or those heroes of 
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his system, ■whom he honoured with the name of 
observators, and revealed onlj’- his spies. TIic former 
played their part in the gilded drawing-room, in the 
hotels of ambassadors, .and conti-ived to have .a 
periodical infirmity towards strong waters, at .all times 
when the great personages of diplomacy found the 
said •o'.aters necessary to set the stomach to rights. 
Thus S.av.ary got acquainted witli onlj’’ the populace 
of Fouche’s subterraucan subjects ; and it must be 
acknowledged that the spies of Rovigo •\verc far 
inferior as genteel company to the m 3 'rmidons of him 
of Otnanto. But the absence of such gentlemen was 
far more desirable than their best politeness ; and, 
though I will not venture to say that they were 
entirely banished from the saloon, they were, .at least, 
far more rare under Bavary, -ndio simi)lilied the 
whole system, and afforded something like a very 
respectable libertjL It is but justice to expl.ain, that 
though he endeiivoiured to simplify the machinery of 
his administration, and insensibly to diminish every 
thing most vexations therein, he was not always the 
master; and I here avow th.at, not without much 
impatience, I have seen, in his Memoirs, a voluntary 
assumption of responsibility, in several instances, 
.when a single Avord would have consigned the 
obnoxious facts to their true author, 

I continued in Paris to the month of May before 
retimning to Germany for my famify: during this 
period, the ivar in Spain and Portugal occupied all 
minds. The 5 ’^ear 1811 had commenced under auspices 
sufficiently favourable to the French arms. On New 
Year’s Day, Suchet had carried Tortosa; and, almost 
at the same time, we obtained important advantages 
in Portugal, where Oporto and Olivenza were taken 
by Girard. We gained also some other adv.antages, 
as the capture of Pardaleras, and the bfittle of Gebora, 
fought by the Duke of Dalmatia. But, in the begin- 
ning of March, fortune changed. The Duke of 
Belluno, notwithstanding the valour of his troops. 
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could not fix her inconstancy in the contest of 
Chiclana; and, from that hour, the French could 
effect nothing against the Anglo-Portuguese army. 
JIassena himself was no longer the beloved child of 
victory, as under the walls of Vienna, and in the 
mountain defiles of Zurich. The combined forces 

increased, ’ 

spared by 1 . ■ • . 

She lavishe ‘ . 

every thing; and onr troops, in order not to throw 
the inhabitants into the enemy’s party, paid also for 
their provisions, though far from possessing the same 
resources. But all rrould not do ; numerous p-irtial 
insurrections broke out in different provinces, which 
rendered communications rvith Franco extremely 
difficult, and armed hands cut off our straggling and 
dispersed soldiers wherever they were to be ronnd. 
England encouraged and supported this spirit; for 
otherwise the idea is not to be entertained for a 
moment, that Portugal could, for one day, have held 
out Against France. But combat, a deadly season, 

« privations, and misery had thinned the French ranks, 
and repose had become doubly necpss.ir}’ ubere cxer« 
tion had ceased to he followed by results. M.tsseun 
was recalled; for the state of his liralth had rendered 
him physically incapable of the nctisity necess.ary for 
restoring the army to a respectable attitude. In this 
state of things, Napoleon sent Bertrand into Illyria, 
instead of Marmont, who then assumed M.xsspna’« 
command in Portugal. The army he found in a 


thirty thousand well appointed infantrj*, uitli forty 
pieces of artillery; though he could assemble but 
few horsemen, and these badly mounted. Matters 
were not greatly different In Spain j at first, siicress 
was ours throughout, bat »o de.arly purchased, that 
eihe issue of the straggle might then almost hare been 
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predicted. When a people fight for their indepen- 
dence, every day, every hourj every death, diminishes 
the assailants, but swells and inspirits the ranks of 
the patriots. A regiment destroyed is replaced ndth 
difficulty and delay, while a village burnt, amon^ an 
energetic population, arms the inhabitants of a whole 
province. In vain did Soult and Snchet cover them- 
selves with glory ; that glory, dyed in Spanish gore, 
was rendered fruitless. Resistance had become, to 
aU Spaniards, a holy duty ; and the assembling of the 
Cortes, in the Isle of Leon, gave consistency to their 
efforts. On this subject I remember a remark of 
Alfieri, wwitten fifteen years before the present war. 
That author, throwing a retrospect over the different 
nations of the Continent, says, — “ I behold in the 
Spaniards the only nation which yet 2)ossesses suffi- 
cient energy to combat a foreign rule.” Certainly, 
if I had been then with Napoleon, I would have 
- ventured an honest artifice, which had often proved 
• successful, by laying the book upon his desk, open at 
the passage. Sometimes, indeed, he paid no attention 
to the volume, but most usually the passage I had 
selected caught his eye, and provoked a discussion on 
the analagous thoughts then dominant in his spirit. 

Throughout the summer, there occurred nothing 
very decisive in the Peninsula. Sometimes sxvccess, 
most dearly bought; sometimes defeat; always blood, — 
never results. Some brilliant affairs still bore witness 
to the bravery of our troops, and the talents of our 
generals. Such were the battle of Albufera, and the 
talcing of Tarragona, by Suchet, while Wellington 
was forced to raise the siege of JBadajos. These 
advantages were productive only of glory, though 
flattering to Napoleon’s hopes - of finally triumphing 
in the Peninsula. But doubts began to prevail, even 
at Paris ; for it was pretty well known, that the 
official intelligence was not all gospel. Duroc even 
confessed his illusions had fled ! he said, “ Good news 
from the Peninsula were little less to be dreaded 
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than bad.” At the same time he assured roe, that 

.1 «> r* . • ’ . •• 




I 

iiuieui 01 evil rcjfaraing; tne Spanish uar: her tapt 
here was not for a moment deceived. Usimlly she 
meddled little with political affairs, rhieflv because 
aware her doin^ so vvonld displease Napoleon, and 
because a natural levity of disposition carried her to 
less serious thoughts; but such was the perfection of 
her instinct, if the expression may be used, of pood 


that, from the moment he expressed nn intention to 
pi VC the crown of Sp.iin to Josenh, a fearful fore- 
boding struck npon her be.art, svhicn she could neither 
ksnish nor account for. I cannot tell n lienee arises 
that prophetic sense of fiitiirily svhich does exist in 
some minds; but certain it is, tliat Josephine svns 
endued with tliis feclinsr to an extent I have never 
lipown in any other. To her the pifl sias a most 
unfortunate one; for experience had attached snch 
implieit credence to the sentiment, that it rendere<l 
her unhappy both in the present and for the future. 

I saw the’ Empress pretty frequently at hlalmaison, 
Duroc havinp assured roc that the Emperor would 
take my visits iu pood part. Vet I know not w hat 
lie must have tlionpht of onr conversations; for, 
truly, his first friend and liis first srjfe svere excusable, 
even if they did not nhrays commend him in tlirir 
interchanpe of priovanccs. Allhonph more than a 
year had passed since the separation, sorrow wis ever 
new in Josephine’s heart, for even' tliinp contribulrd 
to aiijniont if. " Think, my friend,” she n o«iW often 
sav, “ of all the tortures I must hare cndiirefl since 
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that fatal day; I cannot conceive lion' I liave not 
sunk under them. Can you imagine greater hitter- 
ness than for me every n'herc to sec descrijitions of 
fetes for his marriage ! And the first time he came 
to see me, after having n'cddcd another, — ndiat an 
interview ! Horn many tears did it cause me to shed ! 
Still, the days ndien he comes here arc, to mo, days 
of suffei’ing, for he never takes the trouble to humour 
my feelings, or, if you •mill, U'eaknesscs. With mhat 
ci-uelty does he converse tihout the child he is to 
ha.Ve ! You can understand, Bourrienne, hoiv all that 
afflicts me. Far hotter be exiled a thousand leagues 
from hence ! Yet,” (as if her Idndly heart reproached 
her,) “ yet some friends have remained faithful to 
me : those are no-u' my only consolation.” She really 
ivas very unhappy, and I had no comfort to give, save 
to mingle my lamentations ivith hers. Such, how- 
over, was still the empire of dress over Josephine, 
that, after weeping for a quarter of an hour, her tears 
were forgotten to give audience to some fashionable 
milliner. At the aspect of a bonnet, Josephine be- 
came a mere woman. One day I recollect taking 
advantage of a moment of calm, obtained by a display 
of some brilliant gewgaws, and could not refrain 
felicitations on the happy influence which these still 
exercised over her. “ My good friend,” was her 
replj’', “ would you believe it, all that is perfectly 
indifferent to me ? but, then, it is a habit.” She 
might have added, — and an occupation ; and it would 
be no exaggeration to say, that if, from Josephine’s 
existence, had been reti'enched the time passed in 
tears and the toilette, its duration would have been 
considerably diminished.* 


* Bourrienne here, Us elsewhere, does not appear, in one 
respect to liar^e appreciated with feeling the character of Jose- 
phine, — mere frivolity, as he pretends, did not form one of its 
constituents. In the present case, her own remark, that dress 
had become a habitude, shews a far better knowledge of the 
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Another of my old friends, whom I met at Paris, 


accoiitea me ueiure i recognueu iiim. ne ivuauioue, 
and dressed in a Ion» blue surtout. We were exactly 
opposite the palace of his sister-in-Uw, the Princess 
Borg’hese. “Hollo, Sourricnnel my pood fello^r, 
how are you ?” said Joachim, for we had been on the 
best understanding; and he, to do him justice, never 
played the king, save with his attendants, and those 
who had known him onlv as a sovereign. » After 
ercJiangc of greeting, beasiced, "Biitdo tell me what 
are you about nowr” I recounted how I bad been 
tricked by Bonaparte in reference to Hamburg. 
Imagination still portrays tlic noble and Animated 
countenance of the King of Naples, wjieii, on mv 
accosting him m'th sire, and m.ijesty, he replied, %rith 
indignant frankness, “ Pshaw] my dear Boiirricnne; 
pntnee, no more of that; ore mo not nlitays old 
comrades}” Then continuing, almost in the same 
tone, “ So the Emperor has been unjust toM nrds you ! 
and to srhotn is he not unjust? llis drspleastirc is 
more to be valued than his favour, so dearly does be 
make one pay for the latter! He says lie made us 
kings I but did wo not make him Emperor? Look 
you, my friend, to you, svhom I have long known, I 
can repeat my confession of faith: my sHtJrd, my 
blood, my life, are the Emperor’s j let him but say 
the word, 1 am in the lield to conib-st liis, or the 
enemies of France: there I am no longer a king; I 
become, os of old, a marshal of the empire; but let 


human heart. A ietlW *o ftr from Snlermplloi; haf.it*. 
rtren?theai them ia theaef, though theeoDtejousnrn of/^ea/rre 
may haw cea^ for ertr.— yromlafcir. 
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him not urg'e me beyond this. At Naples I ndll be 
King of Naples, ,and pretend not to sacrifice, to bis 
false calculations, the life, the wellbeing, tbe interests 
of ray subjects. And let him not tliinlc to treat rae 
as be treated Louis ! for I am ready, if needs must, 
to defend, against bimsclf, tbe rights of tbe people 
whom he called me to govern. Am I then onlj' an 
advanced-guard king?” This last phrase seemed 
peculiarly appropriate in tbe mouth of him whose 
fiery valour had ever placed him in the van of .our 
armies, to whom, in fact, had alw.ays been confided 
the command of the advance, and very happily 
expressed the situation of the soldier and the monarch. 

During even this our first conversation, he did not 
conceal from me that the greatest of his grievances 
arose from the Emperor’s having placed him in 
advance, and afterwards deserted him. “ "When I 
arrived at Naples,” resumed he, “ I ■was told they 
intended to assassinate me. How did I act ? I made 
my entrance into Naples alone, in broad day, in an 
open carriage, and would have preferred being assas- 
sinated the first hour to living in constant apprehension 
of such a fate. I immediately undertook an expedition 
against Ischia.* It was successful j I attempted 
another against Sicily, and should also have succeeded, 
I am certein, had the Emperor, according to promise, 
sent round the Toulon fleet, to second my operations : 
but he issued contrary orders : he •\^dsbed to play 
Mazarin to my adventurous Duke of Guise. At 
present, I see clearly his aim. Since he has got a 
son, on whom he has conferred the title of King of 
Rome, he contemplates in his after plans to render 
the cro'wn of Naples a deposit on my head. He looks 
upon Naples only as a future annexation to the 
kingdom of Rome, in which I perceive it to be his 
intention to ingulf the whole of Italy : but let him 

* A small island in the Bay of Naples, within view of the 
' palace, and then in possession of the English. — Translator. 



78 


MESIOIIIS OP 


SO. It Ti-as the Continental System, hon-ever, not thc'ie 
apprehensions, which wrought the final schism — 
which separated the cause of Slurat from the Empe- 
ror’s, and constrained the new Kin" of Naples to seek 
allies amon" princes at tvar nith France. DifTerent 
judgments hare been pronounced upon this conduct : 
X sum them up thus j the Marshal of the Empire was 
wron" — hut the King of Naples right. 

About eight days prcyions to this lntcr\icw, the 
long-cherishcd wish of Napoleon’s ambition had been 
fulfilled. He had a son of his own, an heir of his 
name, of his power, and of his crown. Here I must 
state, because true, that the reports f/icii spread 
abroad respecting the birth of tlic King of Itome, 
were utterly false, and without foundation. 3Iy friend 
Corrisart, who neror for on instant ipiitlod lifnriu 
Louisa ditriug her long and painful hilour, left nio in 
no doubt oil this sulnect, and it is just as true that 
the young priacc, who tvas held over the b.'ijitisnutl 
font by ■ * • ■ • • ' V . 

Icon aiu ” ^ 

was the • ' ■ • I ■ 

a fact, for my sensibilities,, torn as they then uerr. 


circnmstances promising greater glory. In fact, from 
the birth of his son to the first ol his reverses leyoDd 


cnpital (the ancient afioJe of the had hcoii 

gitted to an infant successor, rciuaiued still at iraror.s. 
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ivliere he lived in the greatest siniplicitv. Ko acconi- 
modatiou had been brought about. It lias even liccn 
certified to me, on the best authority, that the million 
inflicted by Napoleon upon the Pope for his e.vpen- 
fiiture was refused. To conceal this refusal, the money 
■n'as regularly sent, and Cffisar Berthicr, who hatl 
charge of the household, took care that the sum 
uniformly disappeared in the management of an esta- 
blishment for the Pope, which had been forced on his 
Holiness. Truly the thunders of the Vatican -were 
not much dreaded at this era ; nevertheless, precau- 
tions were multiplied to lay asleep remembrance of 
the excommunication ; but in vain, and the Pope 
began to have a part3^ These dissensions between 
the throne and the church produced a vague uneasi- 
ness, to which, though not dangerous, it Avas desirable 
to put a termination. Napoleon deputed the arch- 
bishops of Nantes, Bourges, Treves, and Tours, to 
accomplish some arrangement, nho also failed. A 
second deputation was not more successful ; for the 
Pope would listen to nothing short of restoration to 
Rome, u'ith all his spiritual and temporal rights. 
Such restitution Lay entirely beyond the verge of 
Napoleon’s ideas of concession. That Cardinal Fesch 
even had joined the Pope’s party, is a fact which I 
can guarantee ; but not so the folloAving anecdote, 
Avhich I only report. One day the Emperor A\ as 
discussing with the Cardinal tlie subject of the Pope’s 
recusancy; the latter made some remarks AA'Iiich put 
the former in a passion, and, calling both his uncle 
and the holy father tavo old fools, he added, “ The 
Pope is an obstinate old felloAV, and Avill listen to 
nothing ! No, most assuredly, I shall not permit his 
return to Rome ’ ” — “ He refuses to remain at Savona.” 
— “Eh, Avell ! AA'here does he suppose I mean to send 
him then?” — “To heaven most likely,” added the 
Cardinal, with great coolness. 

^ These discussions continued throughout the Avhole 

summer of 1811 . At- length Napoleon bethought 
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himself of calHn" a council, which, after the six or 
seven hundred already held since the first a^cs of 
the church, he imagined might devise some plan of 
resforiB" her to peace. This council assembled at 
■ Paris. The attendance of Italian bishops was nume- 
rous., The great object ofdispute lay in the discussion 
of the temporalities apart from the spiritual concerns 
of the chun ’ ^ <■. 

It was hop ■ . . 

Holiness. . . . , , 

ration a nut | ' , 

be, the mil 

in the councu, and certain members, uotli lusJiops 
and archbishops, being convicted of sending secret 
instructions to Savona, those of Ghent, Troves, 
Tournay, and Toulouse, svere siipenscded In tJieir 
secs, and confined in the castle of Vincennes, Tlio 
Emfieror finally resolved to dis<olre the council, and, 
fcanng some net against Ills supreme authority, causod 
each member separately to sign a declaration, that the 

K ositions relative to resumption by the Emperor 
le temporalities, 'Were conformable to the usages 
of the church. In these individual declarations the 
members were unanimous, though, when assembled 
ill council, their opinions had been divided on the 
very points which they afterwards signed, doubtless 
for accommodation. 

' ' *’ V ' ’ •>‘’ -p setting out for 

<■ I ■.’* 1812, transferred 

; ■ , ■ ! ' ■ ' ’ ■ ■ le friendly care of 

Ecuon, our amiable fellow traveller in Egypt. Too 
motives induced this change of residence,— fear of 
disturbances in Italy while liis Holiness remained so 
net- ■ r r ■ 

of I. ■ ' • • r ■ ' 1. ■ 

cap , , ! • • * 

near his pennon one of Denon’s accomplMimenfs, 
character, and disposition. ” The Pope,” I u»e 
Eenon’s own words, ** conceived great fnendship fur 
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me, always addressed me, ‘ my son,’ and delig’hted in 
conversing' on our Egyptian expedition. One day 
he asked me for my book: as you know, all is not 
quite orthodox therein, I hesitated ; but he insisted. 
After having finished the pei-usal, the holy father 
said it had interested him very much, and I endea- 
voured to gloss over the objectionable points relative, 
to the Mosaic account of the creation. ‘ It is all one, 
my son,’ he repeated on several occasions, ‘ it is quite 
the same ; all that is extremely curious ; in truth, I 
did not know it befoi'e.’ Then,” pm-sued Denon, 
“ I thought I might vcntiu-e to tell his Holiness the 
cause of my hesitation, and that he had formerly 
e.xcommunicated both the woi-k and its author, 

‘ Excommunicated thee, my son 1 ’ returned the Pope, 
with the most touching kindness, ‘‘ have I excom- 
municated thee ? Truly I am very sorry ! I am 
sure I never intended to do so.’ ” Derion assured me, 
that he was greatly touched by the virtues and resig- 
nation of the Hofy Father; who, notwithstanding, 
would sooner have become a martyr than yield the 
temporal sovereignty of Rome. Of this he considered 
himself as depositary ; and resolved it should never 
be said he had resigned the trust voluntarilj’-. 

As the first step in the grand expedition in .which 
he w.as speedily to be involved, Napoleon, accom- 
panied b)”^ hlaria Louisa, who expressed a desire to 
sec her father, set out for Dresden, on the 9th of 
hlay, 1812. 
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RAPP POLITICAL ARRAKCEUENTS — POLAND— EX- 

PEDITION TO MOSCOW — CONTRASTS IN nONAPARTK’s 
CHARACTER — CONSPIRACY OF JIAI.LET -i-ITS CON- 
SEQUENCES — napoleon’s precipitate return 
FROM THE ARMY — ITS CAUSES — HIS ACTIVITY- 
NEW ARMY — CASrPAICN OF DRESDEN — CONGRESS 
AT PRAGUE — DESERTION OP NAPOLEON’s ALLIES — 
BIOREAO IN THE ALUE*D CAMP — HIS BIOTIVES OF 
ACTION — BATTLES OP DRESDEN AND LFIP5IC — 
DEATH OF nUBOC— SINGULAR CO.NFERF.NCK BROKEN 
OFF AND RESUBtED— DEATH OF POMATOMSHI — 
RETREAT OP THE PRESCII TO MCNTZ— ADVANCF 
OF THE ALLIES TO THE RltlSE— PREPARATIONS FOR 
DEFENCE — LAST StEETLNO OP THE LEGISLATIVE 
BODY. 

From tlic mouth of March, ISU.snsplrioDS of an 
approaching war nith Itussia began to be cntcPtaincil; 
aud io October, on reluming Irom no excursion to 
Holland, upon which he bad set out, soon nfler tlie 
birth of the King of Horae, \apo!eoii perceived that 
such a rupture iiad become ineritable. In vain he 
sent Laiiriston, in quality of amlassodor, to replace 
Caulaincourt, who nould no longer remain at fe't 
Petensburg. Nothing could be done uitli a cabinet 
whose measures were tahen. These measnm, too, 
had been greatly enlightened by the information con- 
veyed from time to time by CY€nii«ibefl', aide-de- 
camp to the Emperor Alexander, nbo, on vmiouv 


the road bet^veen Fans and St Petersburg'; so that, 
in the space of four years, it wa^ calculated he thus 
travelled thirty thousand miles, and, during all that 
time, had been engaged in the deepest mystenes of 
espionage. His object, indeed, was not unknown. 
The Emperor treated' him with all apparent con- 
fidence; and- the police, under Savaiy, underplotted 
him to a considerable extent, by doubly corrupted 
informers ; but in the month of April, 1812, it became 
too evident that .he had obtained real and valuable 
information, from one Michel, a functionary in the 
war-office. This unfortunate nu'etch urns condemned 
to death. The motives which moved the Russians 
to war were n'umerousT'but all springing from one 
grand source, the ambitious aggressions of Bonaparte, 
in adding to his empire state after state, to the very 
borders of Russia. The Hanse Towns, and the right 
bank of the Elbe, formed into imperial departments, 
we have seen, awakened into pctive resolution this 
slumbering* jealousy. The seizure of Oldenbiu’g, 
belonging to Alexander’s brother-iu Jatv ; * the inva- 
sion of Pomerania; and the operations in Poland, 
followed the conviction, .or tended to enforce it, that, 
if Russia wished to prevent the mighty' wave, thus 
rolling on fiorthward over Europe, from overwhelm- 
ing her own estates, she jnust meet and repel it with 
an armcd'biilwark. . • 


* “ 'fhe Duke of Oldenburg ■was not the brother-in-law of 
the Emperor Alexander, but his uncle. . If that prince, instead 
of going, to St Petersburg, had sojourned at Hamburg, this 
'en'or would 'not have .occurred: he might then, like”^everal 
other princes of Germany, have danced'in the”^ saloon of M. de 
, Bourriehne, and transacted business^- with- the latter • in his 
'cabinet;” Such is the only error of magnitude which Baron 
. Stein has detected in Bourrienne ; and such are the tei-ms 
in which, in his angry pamphlet, he crows over a mistake of a 
'German pedigree ! This gives additional value to the original. 
— Translator. ' ' 
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Napoleon, on bis part, prepared for the jpgantic 
enterprizp, on a «;calc so immense, that the conquest 
of the world might -well have seemed in prospective. 
From the month of March, 1811, the Emperor held 
at his disposal almost the entire military force of 
Europe, jj mas astoDishmA- to behold the union of 


luuu, biiice lae a^e ui Aiexauuer s cmiquesL ui iiium, 
fixed all regards, absorbed all ideas, and transcended 
calculations of reason. Ton ards the Nicmcn, as 
if that river bad become ibc sole centre of all action, 
men, horses, carriages, provisions, baggage of every 
description, were directed from all points of the Euro- 
pean continent. Tlie army of Napoleon m-os not 
composed solely of French, nor of those troops drami 
from countries subjected to her immediate influence, 
as Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and the Confederation. 
Neither Emssla nor Austria possessed the conragp, 


of thirty thousand troops, commanded^b^ Princo 


Napoleon, on this occasion,* for the first time, planed 


the pomp of a trininplial entry into the most ancient 
capital of JIuscovy. »n»ftt afterwards became of thwo 
i« svcll Ijnown; the imperial carriage, ii«ed at tin* 
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empire, issued a senatorial decree for calling out tlie 
national guards, divided into three bahs. The national 
guard ! — a civil militia, the hare convocation of which 
was a solecism in his absolute government. 

So early as February, 1812, a treaty of alliance, 
offensive and defensive, had been concluded noth 
Prussia, in virtue of which each of the contracting 
powers guaranteed reciprocally the integrity of their 
estates, and by implication those of Turkey, then at 
war with Russia; a similar treaty "was concluded 
with Austria, towards the end of the same month ; 
and the confederation renewed between France and 
Switzerland. 

But, while public attention, the hopes and wishes 
of all our generals, and the fears of all wise men, 
were directed towards Russia, the war in Spain was 
suffered to languish or become daily more unfor- 
tunate. Officers most distinguished in the art of war 
regarded it as a disgrace to he sent to or retained in 
the Peninsula. No great foresight, therefore, was 
required to predict the period when our soldiers 
would he forced to repass the Pyrenees. The enemy 
had every where assumed the offensive : he had sixty 
thousand men, while we had scarcely one half of that 
number'; farther, our troops were scattered, separated 
into small divisions, and obeying different impulses ; 
for,, though Joseph had returned to Madrid, not one 
of our generals considered himself as under his orders. 
The enemy Avas abundantly supplied Avith provisions, 
while Ave, objects of national hate, were in Avant of 
every thing, our soldiers having no other resource but 
pillage, which necessarily exasperated their difficulties 
for the future. Already had Ciudad-Rodrigo and 
Badajoz fallen into the hands of the English. I can 
assert, also, that hoAvever truth might sometimes be 
concealed from the Emperor, .the disastrous situation 
of Spanish affairs was fully laid before him, in tlie 
spring of 1812, previous to his departure for Dresden. 
The period of his abode in that capital has frequently 
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been assaraed as the era of Najjoleon’s p^eatest glory : 
not so; bat it was certainly the most imposiii" 
exhibition of the imperial.splendour. In the Saxon 
palace, indeed, was a hall of as at the Tuilcries 
a hall of princea onrf marshah. But to any one ^vbo 
would scrutinize the sentiments Mliich had thus 

■ ; ' 51 • t 


the Emperor speeded fornard to Smolensk. But, 
before commencing his grand operations on the Nicrocii 
and the Volga, he took Dantzic on his nay, nhere 
my friend Rapp commanded, and from whom I after- 
nards receired the foUoning narratiTc of this inter- 
esting Tisit On <)tittting Dresden,” said Rapp, 
“ (he Emperor came (o Dantzic. 1 reckoned on « 
tiressinyf such Rapp’s expression; “for, to speak 
truly, I had treated Tcry caealierly loth his custom, 
house and his oHlcers: I had even put in limbo one 
of the directors, who had rentiircd on refmrtorj* 
ftirs with me. lie knew, likewise, that I had not 
been over scrupulous with English merchandise and 
colonial proclciee. Indeed, I saw people so miserable, 
that 1 had not the heart to be screre. In addition 
to all this, I bad made pretty free «ith tbc Russian 
expedition in one of my reports, [“ These beasts of 
Russians will soon know os much ns we,” Rapp used, 
long before, to say to me ; “erery time our people go 
to svar nith them, ss'e teach them how to beat us.”] 
In the commencement of IBIS,” continued mv infor- 
maot, “I wrote to the Emperor thu«:-— ‘If ronr 
majesty experience anr rererse, ho assured the Rtis. 
sians and (ierm.iTis«ill rise cn masse, to shake ofTtlie 

• *. Ml t j.._n ill Ion 

idde 

p the 

King of Saxony ; he, perhaps, would remain taithful 
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to you; but bis subjects will force him to make 
common cause 'svitli your enemies.’ 

“ The King of Naples, intrusted A^■ith the command 
of the cavalry of the armj^” continued Rapp, “ had 
preceded the Emperor, and appeared to me to view 
not more favourably than I the issue of the campaign 
about to be commenced. Murat -was, besides, ver}*- 
much dissatisfied that he had not been asked to 
Dresden ; he told me he felt more ashamed of being 
a king, such as he was, than if reduced to a simple 
captain of grenadiers.” Here I interrupted Rapp to 
tell him of my former conversation with Murat, in 
our singular interview in the Cbamps-Elysees. “ Ab, 
bah ! ” resumed Rapp, “ Murat, all brave as he u’as,* 
had no more pluck in the Emperor’s presence than a 
chicken in a rainy day. As a proof, — when Napo- 
leon arrived, blurat and I were the first to receive 
him. Being much fatigued, after putting a feu’ 
questions to me on Dantzic, be dismissed us imme- 
diately ; but, in a little time, sent for me alone. ' When 
he had- finished dressing, the first thing he spoke to 
me about was the alliance lately concluded with 
Prussia and Austria. I, who governed in the country 
of one these powers, could not, for my soul, forbear 
telling him, that, as allies, we did infinite mischief, 
as evidently appeared from the. complaints which I 
• daily received on the conduct pursued by our troops. 
The Emperor tossed his head, as you know was his 
practice when not in the very best of humours. 
After a short interval of silence, and laying aside his 
thee-thoumg, he replied,; ‘ Monsieur le General, all 
^this is but a torrent, which must-be allowed to roll 
past ; it will not continue : Ave must first know if 
Alexander, is decidedly for war.’ Then, changing 
entirely the subject of conversation, he asked, ‘ Have 

' * Was ! for this conversation took place after the , second 
restoration, when Murat, Nejr, and others, were no more. — 
Author, - < , 
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you not obserred sometbin^ extraordinary in Murat ? 
For my part, I find him quite changed. Is he ill ? ’ 
— ‘ Sire,’ answered I, « Murat is not ill, hut in low 
spirits.’ — ‘ In low spirits I and ^vherefore ? Is he not 
satisfied >rith being a king?’—' Sire, Murat says he 
is not one.’ — * It is his own fault I Mliy Is he a Nea- 
politan ? why is he not a Frenchman ? "Whcji he is 
m his onm kingdom, he does nothing but blunder: 
he favours the commerce of England, and that I null 
not permit.’ Kow, thought I, comes my turn ; but 
it was a false alarm ; there the conversation dropped ; 
and, when about to take my leave, he said, in the 
kindest manner, ‘Rapp, you sup with me this evening.’ 
At supper were ISiurat and Eerthier, who had also 
been invited. Before seating oiiTsclves at table,*our 
conversation ran upon the war n ith Russia ; and, ns 
I had in my room a bust of the Queen of Prussia, the 
Emperor made some reproachful observations on the 

_• .‘....4 j .. .1,*. 


know that not one present, not even Murat, darei to 
takethef '.•.** _ •** ' 

to mo,—’ * • 

without : j t • • . , • .* , ■ . ■ ‘ 

no more the familiar thee and * Monsieur le 

General, 1 understand you ; but, in o few month*, the 
distance svill be still greater.’— * So much the worse, 
sire.’ Hero there sms another iuter^nl of silence ; 
neither hlurat nor Bertluer, whom tlio Emperor 
examined with that searching glance w hkh you 1% now* 
he has, answered a w'ord, and he again took up the 
conversation, butMithout addressing any one of iis in 
particular j saying, In a grave, and rather low* tone of. 
voice, ‘Gentlemen, I iee clearly that you have no 
great taste for campaigning. Tlie King of Naples U 
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reluctant to quit tlie line climate of liis own kingdom ; 
Bertliier prefers the chase on his estate of Grosbois ; 
and Rapp is impatient to inhabit his house in Paris.’ 
To this right, left, and front stroke, — Avould you 
believe it ? — neither Mnrjit nor Bertliier had a single 
reply to give — and the ball came again to m}’^ foot. I 
answered, quite frankly, ‘ that it was very true.’ Lo and 
behold ! the very same evening, when we were alone, 
Murat and Bertliier complimented me on my honest 
freedom, and on the thousand and one reasons there 
were for speaking as I had done. ‘ Truly, gentlemen,’ 
replied I, * since you so heartily approve of what I did, 
“why not do as much ? and why leave me to say my 
say alone ?’ You cannot conceive the air of confusion 
which both presented on this address ; and Murat, 
even more than Berthier, though his jiosition was 
very different. Why, my God ! u’hy did he not listen 
to me ! ” Rapp was here sti'ongly affected : but, though 
he disapproved of Bonaparte’s ambition to Bonaparte 
himseltj he shed tears over the fallen Napoleon in 
presence of Louis XVIII. 

The negotiations, commenced while it was inshed 
to seem desirous of avoiding w.ar, resembled those 
oratorical flourishes which only put off for a little 
what it was intended to say. The two emperors 
were alike eager for war : the one, to consolidate his 
power; the other, to rescue himself from a yoke of 
insupportable burdens, which differed little from 
vassalage. No accommodation, then, was possible. 
Napoleon desired, and foresaw the war ; and when 
Czernischeff took leave, the latter said, the best 
neivs he could carry to his master would be, that the 
^i'rench conscription had not been called out. Two 
powers alone of all the Continent Avere not involved ' 
in the vortex of Napoleon’s ambition,' — Turkey and 
Sweden. Upon both these neighbours of his enemy, 
Napoleon had turned his regards. With the latter 
his exertions had been vain; and, though the Grand 
Seignior was then actually at war with Russia, not 
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only ivcre no serious steps taken to prevent Turkey 
from concluding peace, but no care Aras erinced to 
remove or oppose the pr^ndices with which our 
enemies had inspired the Ottoman Porte. The divan 
had been persuaded, that, should Kiissia fall in the 
^ • . . , expense 

n the case of 
. . this suppo- 

sition. ^Vhile the war, terminated by the treaty of 
Tibit, raged, France had made common cause svilh 
the Tnrks, but abandoned them, uhen pence had 
rendered their alliance no longer needful. The 
O ’c* • *t ’• -.-.-‘■r . 

, . I , • • ^ • • X 

confidence was attached to Napoleon’s advances; 
they succeeded too abruptly to years of forgetfulness 
and neglect. 

The Russians, on tbeir side, opened negotiations: 
they made such concessions ns were judged iierc«- 
sary, and which they intended to resume ou the first 
favourable occasion. By this treaty, coneluded at 
Bucharest, the 8uh«e«juent embarrassments of Napo« 
Icon ss'cre preatlv augmented: the more lo, that he 
had rot prepared for such a result. The left of the 
Russian army, thus secured by the neutrality of 
Turkey, u'as reinforced by the army of Bagration, 
which, returning from Itfoldarfa, took up ft position 
on the right of the Beresina, and desfroyed the last 
hopes of Raving the wreck of the FrnJch army, then 
reduced one half. On the other hand, it is rot e.Tsy 
to comprchontl hosv the Turks allosved to escape 
the beat, and in nli probability the hist, opportunity 
they will ever haso of avenging their rjuarrel ssitli 
Russia. 

In the north, again, Russia maintained a consider- 
able body of tfoops in Hnland, to support her 
occupation of that province, seiied, as vie has r seen, 
at the period of the inten^ew of Erfurth. It was of 
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tlic utmost importance tliat tlicso sliould be retained 
in tlicir position, or even aiipnented. Napoleon, 
therefore, represented to Bernadotte, that now' was 
a sure opportunity of recovering Finland, and of 
attaching, hy this accept.ahlc conquest, his new sub- 
jects. liad he succeeded in this alliance with Sweden, 
not only would his enemy have been nuahle to with- 
draw his troops, hut would have been obliged to 
increase them, in order to protect Finland, and even 
to cover St Petersburg. But how' was this important 
affair conducted? In the month of January*, 1812, 
Davoust seized upon Swedish Pomerania, without 
any declaration of war, and without .apparent motive. 
Upon this, Bernadotte, .as already explained, adopted 
the part that might have been expected, repelled the 
offers of Napoleon, and ])rcparcd forwhat might follow. 
On his side, the Emperor Alexander, desirous of se- 
curing the advantages of which this alliance would 
have deprived him, had an interview with the Crown 
Prince, at Abo, on the 28th August, 1812. I know 
that the Emperor of Russia came under a promise 
to Bernadotte, to protect him, at all events, from the 
fate of the new' dynasties; to guarantee his position; 
and to obtain for him Norway, as a compensation 
for Finland. He even went so far, as to give him 
to understand, that he might succeed Napoleon, — a 
circumstance of Avhich I shall speak hcre.after. * These 
promises produced their full effect: Bernadotte 
adopted .all the propositions of Alex.ander; and, 
thenceforth, made common c.ausc against him Avho 
W'as justh’^ styled the common enemy, giving the signal 
for that general defection, which an odious and 
tyrannic<al supreraacj’’ had long provoked. 

A question, respecting another pow'cr, ■which natu- 
rally occurs here, is, " Did Bonaparte, before setting 
out for the last campaign of Russia, intend-to restore 
Pokand to her independence?” Bon.aparte, as em- 
peror, never entertained fully, and w ith a resolution 
to realize, the idea of re-est.ablishing the ancient 
kingdom of Poland : hut Bon.aparte, commander-in- 
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cluef of the army of had at heart to arenge 

the triple partitjon of that Mijfortunate country, 
hlany most interesting conversations have I held 
•with him on this sulgect, on which Me M'crc Loth of 
one mind: But times were changed since n-e had 
walked on the terrace at Cairo, and lamented over 
Poland, and the death of SulkoM’ski. In like man* 
ncr, at the commencement of the consulate, his lan- 
cuage M-as, “ France yet feels the humiliation of 
hawDg contemplated, with cowardly timidity, tho 
destruction of a kingdom such as Poland. The Poles 
have always heen the allies of France; to me belongs 
the right to avenge them. Never Mill there he a 
secure ncacc in Europe, till that ancient kingdom he 
establisWd on its former basis, and in its integrity. 
Patience ! if I live twenty years, I sliall perhaps force 
Kussia, Prussia, and Aastria, to restore the proi incea 
which they ha^e divided nmong them. Their itoJicy 
'* ' * ’ • i» TN |,t]pj,sthe 

Then ho 
s subject, 

‘ the day 
reveries 
of dicta* 

ting to roe notes for the Jl/bmfrur, many of Mhirh, 
without signature, or oflicial character, in their 
energetic cxjircssion bear the impress of having 
emauated from Tlouapartc alone. Some of them M’ore 
so little measured, tlmt lie tore tlicm next moniing, 
laughing at the petty fury of the night before ; others 
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indeed, made war upon and vanquished the three 
powers who had ruined and seized Poland; hut 
separately ; or, at least, he had never conquered all 
three at once. In 1805, he fought Austria and 
Russia, hut Prussia remained neutral; in 1806, his 
oi)ponents were Prussia and Russia, Austria standing 
apart; in 1809, Austria was solely engaged, while 
Russia and Prussia looked on, or rather were his 
allies ; and finally, in 1812, Russia was to enter tlie 
contest, while Prussia and Austria were allies. Thus 
he never found himself completely disengaged, even 
if inclined to Polish emancipation. In fact, upon 
this last occasion, when Napoleon reached Poland, 
the Diet of Warsaw proclaimed the kingdom free and 
independent. The address presented to the Emperor 
on these points was coldly received. Douht and in- 
decision u'ere put expressly in his reply, and these 
alienated the spirit of a generous and hi’ave people, 
who had looked to receive from him a renovated 
national existence. In regenerated Poland Napoleon 
would have found the means of succeeding in tlie 
gigantic enterprize which his ambition had created. 
In marching upon Moscow, he would thus have pro- 
tected his u'ear and supplies, and there would have 
secured that retreat which subsequent reverse ren- 
dered hut too needful. Talleyrand’s removal from 
the management of foreign alFairs, proved unfriendly 
to the cause of the Poles. At tlie moment of 
departure, indeed, the Em2)ei'or had been on tlie 
point of recalling his former minister, whose en- 
lightened views and great knowledge of European 
policy would have induced him to support tlie 
regeneration of Poland. Intrigue prevailed for a little 
longer ; Talleyrand remained at a distance ; Maret 
was retained as negotiator, if any thing n ere to he 
done ; and the Ahhe de Pradt, imperial almonei’, was 
nominated atiihassador to Warsaw, This man, great 
chancellor of the Legion of Honour at the Restpra- 
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tion, has only become celebrated after he bad become 
nothing'. 

From Bantzic, the Emperor led his army fo^^^ ard 
to Smolensk, crossing the Niemcn on the 24th of 
June. But into ^ ■ ’ * 

all the world, 1, 
reader can here ‘ 

Count de Segtir. The first affair of importance, 
Smolensk, had not all the success expected, Fapoleon 


lu lie one, cornu imu uui luue iiiuiieucu ou the 
result of the campaign. Still victory Mas ours; but, 
at the same time, m-o lost the battle of Salamanca, 

•resents the most 
most obstinate of 

iuouuis, no muu cvci mvic easily ultoMcd liirasclf to 
be led aivay by tlic charm of illusions ; in many 
respect*, to desire, and to believe, n-ere M-ith him 
one and the same act. And never had he been more 
under the empire of iUusioii, than during the early 
part of the campaign of Moscow, The easy progress 
of his troops, the burning of towns and villages on 
their approach, ought to have prepared him for a 
Parthian M'arfare, m here retreat, ifraiving liim into the 
heart of the couutij', was only preparatory to ren- 
dcrin? the advance more fearful. Ail m i<e men, loo, 
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justified perhaps by the past, was the belief that 
Alexander, the moment that he should behold the 
van of the French columns on the Russian territory, 
would propose conditions of peace. At length, the 
burning of Moscow revealed to Napoleon that it Avas 
a war -to the death; and he aa'Iio had been hitherto 
accustomed to receive propositions from vanquished 
enemies, now for the first time found his oavu rejected. 
The Emperor Alexander would not even hear of 
negotiations. The prolonged stay at Moscow cannot 
be explained on any other supposition, than a delusive 
hope that the Russian cabinet Avould alter its resolu- 
tiou and treat for peace. As to the regulations, dictated 
from the ancient capital of Muscovy, touching the 
Comic Theatre of Paris, these were just a petty 
contrivance of his policy, in order to put a deception 
upon the Parisians, and make them believe all Avas 
going AA'ell, since he had leisure for such matters; 
and this persuasion, circulated by tlie leaders of 
public opinion, tended marvellously to support the 
fictions of his bulletins. These, though false in so 
many respects, Averc looked for A\'itli the utmost 
anxiety. How many Avere the wives and mothers 
in. France, Avho could not, without a palpitating heart, 
break the cover of the Monitcur ! How many AA'ei’e 
the families, Avho, in that series of calamities, lost 
their support and their hope! Never Avere more 
tears shed ; in vain did the cannon of tlie Invalids 
thunder forth the announcement of a victory;— hoAv 
many thousands, in the silence of retirement, Avere 
preparing the external symbols of mourning ! It 
AAdll yet be remembered, that, for a long space of six 
months, the black dresses of Paris presented a very 
striking sight throughout every part of the city. 
Destiny bad declared against Napoleon ; and, after 
he had taken a too tardy and vainijr prolonged leave 
of a capital in ashes, the rigours of the climate shcAA^ed 
themselves of one accord AAuth the Russians, for the 
destruction of the most formidable army that had 
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ever yieldi'd obedience fo a single cliief. To find in 
history a catastrophe comparable to the disaster oi 
the Beresina, wo must ascend to the destruction of 
the Ic^fions of Vams. 

Still, at home, the capital ^and the interior were 


' - ■ ^ ^ ‘ f 

Moscow, Pans witnessed the inconceivable and nild 
enterprire ofhlallet. That general, svlio had aln'ays 
professed republican principles, endoAved, besides, 
svith considerable elevation of character, after being 
imprisoned some time, had obtained permission to 
inhabit an hospital in one of the suburbs. The causes 
of his arrest were, in some respects, similar to tliosc 
which cost him Iiis life, namely, hostife intentions 
toimds the imperial eovcminent, in 1807. Mallet, 
besides, was a man srithout partisans, connections, or 
diaracter, one, in short, of those uliom Bonaparte, 
when First Consul, had designated Grumblers of the 
IltpubUc: yet this adventurer imacined he could 
overturn the authority of Knpolcon, and re*cstablish, 
in its room, popular government— tlie uorst of all, 
not even excepting absolute poucr. IVhat could 
Mallet have done? Positively nothing. And, had 
his government endured for three days to an end, it 
was greater good fortune than he had a right to ex* 
pcct. Still, though his enterprize uas that of a fool, 
there appeared a considerable share both of address 
and hoWncss in its execution. The only roiispira* 
tors were Mallet, Guidal, and Lalioric; u ithoul con« 


.S" ' ■ • • . ' ■ ■ ' • I " 

first repaired to Colonel Soulier, u ho comniaiuled tlie 
tenth cohort of the national pjanl,uliOHe barrarl. liy 
immediately hchind the hospital, uherein Mallet uas 


NAPOLEOK BONAPAllTE. 


97 


confined. So far all wont well. Ho had provided 
himself Avith a qnantit}’^ of forged orders, AA’hich he had 
signed and sealed. To Soulier ho announced himself 
under the name of General La Motto, sa3’ing, ho came 
on the part of General Mallet. Colonel Soulier, 
le.irning- that they had lost the Emperor, hurst iilto 
tears,* he immediately gave orders to the adjutant to 
assemble the cohort, aud to obey the orders of General 
La Motte, aa'Iiosc pardon he craved, that his own 
state of health Avould not permit him to rise. It AA as 
then two in the moruiug, and the forged orders and 
despatches relative to the Emperor’s death and noAV 
' form of ^vernment, AA'cre read to the troops by torch 
light. Mallet then left the barracks in all haste, at 
the head of tAvelve hundred men. With this column, 
he marched first to the prison of La Force, Avheuce 
he I’elicved the Sieurs Guidaland Lahorio, who were 
there detained j the latter, a miserable agent in the 
conspiracy of Georges ; the former, suspected of vile 
espionage for the English, ofif Toulon, AA-as to haA'c 
been sent to Marseilles, there to be tried, when an 
accidental delaj^ occasioned his becoming thirdsmau 
in this affraA^ To these hlallet communicated his 
news; issued orders ; appointed a meeting in the. 
town hall; and directed the arrest of the minister of 
police. 

I was then at Courbevoie, and, as verj* frequently 
happened, came to toAvn that A*cry morning, to break- 
fast Avitli the minister. The reader may conceive my 
surprise, on hearing that the Duke de RoAugo AA-as 
arrested, transferred to the chambers of La Force, 
and his ephemeral successor, Lahorie, to my great 
astonishment, just then busy in getting- measured for 
his official suit. Such an act so completely charac- 
terized the conspirator, that I felt quite easy as to 
the issue. The minister at AA*ar Avas also to have been 
arrested ; but ifhad been thought necessary to unite 
the bands respectively intrusted to Lahorie and 
Guidal for these arrests, before attempting to secure 
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commandant of Paris,,to whom ho stated, tliat he 
came with an order from the minister of police, to 
arrest him, and seal hta ^pers. Hulin demanded a 
sight of his credentials. Theso Mallet had prepared, 
and, giring them to the commandant, follon-ed him 
into his cabinet, where, on Hulin’s turning round to 
explain, after having examined the papers, ho fired a 
pistol at his head. Hulio fell, being grounded, but 
not mortallj, in the cheek. What U remarkable, the 
captain whom Mallet had ordered to follow, found 
nothing extraordinary in all this, and never gstvo any 
alarm, so that Mallet next repaired >i ith all compo* 
sure to the adjutant-genemrs, Doucet. Here, as 
chance m ould have it, there happened to be an in- 


him provisionally, hbllet, seeing the came all up, 
attempted to draw ft pistol from his pocket, but sins 
pinioned and disarmed. 

Thus finished this conspiracy, remarkable for a 
success of some hours, am! by a bloody teriuinatloii 
more rapid still; a conspiracy m I nch, absoliilc mad- 
ness as It was, cost nevertheless the lives of fourteen 
individuals: of these, with the exception of Mallet, 

r ' T ' . ’ - »• 



alarmed at these exMutions, exclaiming, nheti he 
hearf of them,— “ It is ft mas<acre--a f»-iiIliido; 
what au irapressioo must that make at Paris ? ’* Tills 
H not correct. It is certain that Napoleon leanird 
with pleasure the prompt and severe punishment 
nhieh had followed on attempt on his poncr. Tlie 
event produced but little effect at I’ans, because the 
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issue and the enterprize reached men’s knondcdgc at 
the same moment. But triflers found it excellent 
sport, that the minister and prefect of police had been 
put in limbo in the morning-, bj’^ the veiy men who, 
the evening before, had been their own prisoners. I 
called upon Savary next day, and found him still in 
amazement at his mishap. He already knew that the 
Parisians laughed at him on account of his imprison- 
mei^t, though it had not continued in all above half 
an hour. Guidal, accompanied bj”^ Lahoric, had pre- 
sented himself at the hotel of the prefecture, and 
seized the minister in his shirt, having caught him in 
bed, and scarcely left him time to put on his clothes; 
all defence on his part would have been useless, and 
he acted as any other would have done under similar 
circumstances. 

The Emperor, as I have said, having quitted Mos- 
cow on the very day of this wild enterprize, namely, 
the 19th October,* received the hcAvs at Smolensko. 
Rapp, Avho had been u'oundcd before entering Mosconv 
but who -irfis now so far recovered as to be able to- 
keep up with Napoleon, -was in attendance on his 
person at the time when he read the despatches con- 
taining the recital. Rapp assured me, that Napoleon 
was greatly agitated by the perusal. He broke out 
against the nullity of all police, and the negligence of 
Savaay. " But this ^vas not .all,” continued Rapp ; 
“ Napoleon, addressing himself to me, exclaimed,^ 
‘ Does my power, then, hang upon such slender secu- 
rity ? How ! It is indeed a frail tenure, if a single 
individual, a prisoner, can contrive to place it in 
jeopardy ! My crown, truly, is but ill fitted to my 
head, if, in my very capital, an audacious scheme of 
such adventurers’ causes it to totter ! Rapp, misfor- 
tunes never come single : this fills up the measure of 

* The reader will here observe a difference of two days, which 
is to be reconciled thus, Napoleon left Moscow with the advance, 
on the- 19th, and the rear-guard cleared the ruins on the 22d 
October. — Translator. 
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evil Iicie. I cannot bi every nliere, but I must 
absolutely ret»im to mv capital j my presence tliere 
has become indispensable to restore opinion. I n ant 
meu and money : great successes, and great ^ ictorics, 
uill repair all : 1 must depart.’ ” 

Such were the reasons uhieh doternifned the 
Emperor to qnit his army with all possible speed. It 
is uot Mitbout indignation that I ha^e seen motives 
of fear, cowardice, n ealincss, assigned for his abrupt 
departure. He fear! he a coward or poltroon I eh? 
Truly you hnort him well I lie nescr vas more 
happy than on the battle-field, — nevermore tran(^uil 


deep anxiety he most have experienred in the cir- 
cumstances aboso. His reflections to Ilapp, he Knew, 
were the same that the public noiild make; that the 
moral efiect of such an attempt m a> to be apprehended 
as capable of dIspep>.iog those prestiges of strength 
and st-tlilify with nhich he hail Jaloureil, by everj' 
means, to environ his throne. M'liat might hat e been 
the issue of such an enterprize, if delayed till the 
arrital of the famous tnenty-ninth huHelln, giving 
an account of the lo's of the ortny, nhith spread 
consternation throughout tiic caj'ltfd, and u Inch he 
had the aud.icity to close with—" The HmyrTvr it 
tctlir 

Jfapoleon, for the«c caM»es,settirgoiit prei ipifntely 
for I'aris, intrusted the liroKrn rrmairs of fu' army 
to the iuo<t experienced of his peucr.aN to Miimt, 
who had so bnively rt»niirand< d the eat airy, but w ho 
forsook his jiost to return to Nnjih-s; to Key, tin* 
hero, rather th.in prince, of Mo'K\»a, uho'ie name 
w ill be tmmorUl in the records of glory, niul bis death 
au everlasting di«gnire to the >riigranre of party. 
Eugene, more than any other leader, wa.s enabled to 
pre-senesoinc degree of discipline among the Italians, 
m the midst of universal route; imd it was retuarhed. 
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that thpsn chihlmi of the south ciulurcd the frozen 
horrors of (his campaign better (liaii (he soldiers of 
less p'nial dimes ; as if nature, in (heir constitution, 
had tenijicred one extreme hy the opposite, 

Napoleon arrived in Paris on the lOth December, 
at eijilit o’clodc in the evening. He n-ns nccompanicd 
by Canlainconrt, whose hrotlicr had fallen in the 
battle of the IVIoskwa, and who had thus passed fifteen 
days alone with him. I know the Emjieror returned 
much irritated against Savar}-, whom Canlainconrt 
laboured to cxcnlpate : he was, in (ruth, not more to 
ho blamed for the conspiracy of these madmen, than 
Napoleon for the frost which h.ad destroyed his army. 
The dismissal of Rovigo wjls cxjiected, the more .so, 
that Fouche had come to Paris. But, better infonned 
of the whole ])roccedin!Ts, N.apolcon merely dismissed 
Frochot, prefect of tlic Seine, who had little to .say 
in the afiair at all ; remarking, that his own life and 
liberty woi'c every day in the power of the colonel of 
the guard. 

The return of Napoleon in nothing resembled for- 
mer triumphal entries into his cajiital ; and it was 
remarked, that the very fii'St great reverse he had 
experienced, attended on his first enterprizo after the 
marriage with Jlaria Louisa ; then, more than ever, 
did the belief become popular, that .Toscphinc’s pre- 
sence had brought him good fortune. Superstitious 
as he was in some respects, I will not swear that he 
himself, at the bottom of his heart, did not participate 
in this persuasion. 

From this date, Napoleon began to pay regard no 
longer even to the forms of lcg.al proceedings in the" 
acts of his government. He gave himself at once to 
arbitrary measures, thinking the serious position in 
which he stood would justify every thing. Npr can 
it be denied, while we unreservedly condemn this 
conduct, that his necessities were great, and that ho 
impressed an almost incredible activity upon every' 
means of repairing losses, and bringing back victory 
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to his standard. All adranccd together ; a nen* artil- 
leiy sras created; men were called forth in masses ; 
the greatest sacrifices were required, or, to speak 
propcrlv, enforced by the still magic potrer of Kapo*. 
Icon : tlie eye of the Emperor was every m here, lie 
was obeyed; but wbat complaints throughout the 
u hole Extent of the empire I Young men, u ho had 
already satisfied tJie eiigencies of former conscript 
tions, were now torn from their homes. Tliosc who 
had paid for suhstitute*, to the enormous amount of 
15,000 francs, (i700,) were called upon to serro 
near his omi person, m the guard of honour, nn 
institution now established for the first time. This 
creation struck a species of terror into the upper 
ranks of society, against whose members it was par- 
ticularly directed. In no part of (he empire, how- 
ever, was it more hardly endured than in Holland ; 
but nothing could bend Napoleoft. Erery sriiere be 
now acted upon the principle, that the lost man, and 
the last crown were lu«. 

Notwithstanding this aetivify, the disasters of the 
Russian campaign were daily pressing hc.nvy on his 
cause. Prussia, constraiaed to play one part, now 
resolved to act in her own interest; and General 
Yofck, who commandeil the’Pm&sian contingent, 
which had been attacbed to the rorps of Macdonald, 
wont over to the Russians. I dare not trust myself 
to chamctcnzc the ron^aet of the king on this 
occasion, n ho, though in bis heart approving this 
defection, yc*l had the General tried and condemne<l 
for having acted contrary to his nnirrs; and, in n 
little time, was aern,coninunding in person, his armies 
ranged against onrs. The moral elfect prodtired hy 
this desertion was far more to be dreaded than its 
real amount; for, in the immense leriM that were 
d.ni!y raising, a feu* thousands, more or less, in the 
enemies* ranks, could be of no consrournre. Hut 
the sf/fTtsI thus given, it wa* to be /eared, would 
be *peetlily followed by other allies in Germany, 
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and Kajndcon foresaw, in the event, all of misfor- 
tune which it foreboded for the Aiture. Assonblinp- 
a privy council, composed of ministers, oflicers of 
state, and a few of the {rreat functionaries of the 
household, ho demanded, whether, in such a con- 
juncture, he ought to make overtures of peace, or 
prepare ane\^• for war ? Camhacfircs and I'ullcyrand, 
-who, with the president of the senate, had hccu rolled 
to the coimcil, argued in favour of pence, — no gracious 
proposition to the ears of Napoleon, especially after 
defeat; so they were not heard. But the Duke do 
Fcltre, Clarke, knowing how to touch the sensitive 
cord in the soul of Bonaparte, had the audacity to say, 
that he would consider the Emperor as dishonoured, 
if he consented to abandon the smallest village Avhich 
had been united to the empire by a senatorial decree. 
"Wliat a fine thing it is to talk 1 This opinion pre- 
vailed, and the Avar proceeded. Nor can I say that 
the Emperor was bl.amablc in hesitating to treat at 
this stage ; but I blame him ranch for having neglected 
to do so seriously and in good faith at Dresden, after 
victories at Lutzen and Bautzen had proved, that in 
the retre.at from hloscow, the climate, rather than the 
Eussi.ans, had v.anfjuished us. 

The Pope Av.as still at Fontainblean, and now added 
somewhat to Napoleon’s disquietudes, by refusing to 
adhere to the concordat, Avhich he had signed : but 
the Emperor had no leisure for such disputes ; so the 
concordat was published as Pius had subscribed it. 
His whole soul noiv lay beyond the Ehinc. He Avas 
unfortunate, and the poAvers most nearly allied Averc 
falling aAv.ay ; nor was Austrm the Last to imitate 
the example of Prussia. On this. Count Louis do 
Narbonne was sent as amb.assador to Vienna ; but in 
vain : Austria Aiathheld her contingent, — a clear 
proof to Napoleon that she AA’ould soon assume more 
active hostility, and that, ere long, he Avould have 
the Avholo of Europe ag.ainst him. His bold mind 
Avas troubled, but not cast doAim. A fcAV of the 
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Princes of tlie Confedenition still remained fiitlifnl ; 
and, his onm preparations heinjj finished, he was about 
to resume, in person, the command of the array thus 
miracnlouslr renew ed. Tliis time, however, tanpht 
experience by Mallet^g affair, Napoleon appointed tlio 
.Empress Pe^ent, assisted by n Council of Pcf'cncv ; 

' and, convoking a privy council, he prc'cnted Maria 
Louisa, in her new capacity, tvith all possible go- 
lomnity. 

For a length of time prior to Napoleon’s departure 
for the army, the main body of Inch lay in &n\ony, 
partial insurrecfiotis liad broken out on different 
points. But, ^yith the exception of some nnnoured 


north, antf particularly in l^e unfortunate Uansc 


departure for the grand army, for sucli was atill flip 
name gi>cn to that which Kopoleon cominamled in 

f erson. Puroc had had enmigu of war; thous^i not 
or his own repose, hut for the interests of rmnee and 
(if the Emperor, did be desire pe.ice. This evcelJenl 
' ’ ’ ’ ’ ■ '■'**, Ilervas ; 

baste the 
' natural 
penonal 

W.», . ■ . * 

him to press the Emperor to conclude pence, even at 
tiic expense of some sacrifices, he only replied, with 
an expression of deep rooted j>ain, “ Ytm might do 
to. Were S'Oti still near him, bcr.vuse you svear not a 
tworf ; blit when Mc venture such moderate ( on n»ets, 
he ever answers as if we thought only of onrselre*. 
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‘ Tho plain moaniii^ of all lliis,’ lio tolls xis, ‘ is, that 
yon are tired of war; you wish to enjoy yotir fine 
fortunes in Paris ; do 1 take ease to myself':'’ What 
would you have us rejily to such lanfrofiiT*',” con- 
tinued Dnroc; " we must drain thecnp; we have 
risen with him : ^^'ell ! if he falls, we Avill fall 
together. But what hurts me, I confess, and to you 
I can make the confession, is the slight regret he 
expresses for onr old oomjianions in anns. He 
observes, in a solemn tone, ‘ Such a one died like 
a hi'avc man !’ and next moment thinks no more of 
him.” When I bade adieu to Duroc, little did I 
think it was for ever. 

Napoleon at length quitted Paris, on the 1.5th April, 
having under his standard a new army of one hnn- 
dred and eighty thousand cflcctivc men, excluding 
guards of honour. With such ])hysical resources, 
.and the aids of his own genius, nien rightly foresaw 
he could yet play a high game, and might, perhajis, 
prove the* winner. This reflection was by no means 
reassuring to those who had already made move- 
ments in opposition, and filled with an especial appre- 
hension the Hanseatic countries. Along the line of 
the Elbe, and in Saxoiiy, w.as the grand theatre of 
events. In the former, insurrectionary .and hostile 
movements had t.akeii place on a large scale. Carra 
St Cyr had precipitately retreated from Hamburg, 
which had been occupied by the Cossacks, under 
Colonel Tetteuborn, and also by the Swedish and 
Russian rcgul.ar forces. In conjunction with the other 
towns of the Hanseatic league, this city, besides the 
friendly reception oPthe enemy, had r.aised ten thou- 
sand men for the service of the allies. These troops, 
by the disorders which they subsequently committed, 
justly merited their designation of Cossacks of the 
Elbe. St Cyr being under .arrest for this injudi- 
cious and even couaardly retreat, Vandamme took 
the command of the forces of this quarter, nhile 
Napoleon marched to the grand theatre of Saxony. 



106 


MEMOinS OF 


The former, during the iiig;ht of the 2d of Jlay, 
attacked and carried the islands of the Elbe. On the 
9th the corps of Vandamme and DaToust formed a 
junction, composing a body of forty thousand men, 
' Though Napoleon, 

the speedy arrival 
ders to the Prince 
ofEckmiihl not to leave llamburg in the rear, cost 
what it might. After a sic^e of twenty days, the 
Prussian, Siredisb, and Etissian garrisons evacuated 
the place ; and, after seventy d.iy8 of independence, 
Hamhui^ was again united to the empire. Van- 
damme made the inhabitants pay for this brief enjoy- 
ment of their privileges. Of this general the Emperor 
said, at Dresden, “ Were 1 to lose Vandamme, I 
know not what I would give to h.ive him restored ; 
Lnt, if I had two, I shontd he obliged to shoot one 
of tliem.” One, indeed, was quite enough in all 
conscience: his principle In the conquered countries 
sras, “ We must first commeni'p by sliootlng a few 
rascals, ivhieh prevents the tremWe of future c»pLj* 
nation,” 

In the mean time had been fought, on the 9d of 
Btav, the battle of Lutzen, nt the close of which, 
both parties claiming the victory, Te Drum vns 
chanted in either camp. Tlie snhsequrnl motions 
of the two armies, and the ndvance of Napoleon, 
inclined opinion to his side, llis n-as in reality the 
advantage on a field illustrious two litindrrd years 
before, as the scene of the triumph and death of 
Gustavus Adolphus.* Eight days afterwards the 
Emperor was in Dresden; not ns in the spring of 
last year, like the sovereign of svestem Europe, sur- 
rounded by his grand vassals; yet still counting on 
his fortune. He remained ten d.sys in the beamirut 
capital of the sole king, of all those whom he Jud 
• 5Ue the rWanl, filthfol, sMapIritf,! 

Jllstoricsl VWkt, in C>)nttaUt$ AntftUcHr, bf 0«rp« Jbnr, 
Evj. — Tramtiitor, 
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created, tliat continued faitliful to the declining' star 
of his benefactor, and -whose honourable adherence 
to his, ■word subsequently cost him half his kingdom. 
Departing from Dresden, the Emperor set out in 
pursuit of the Russian army, which he encountered 
on the 18th at Bautzen. This battle, follou'ed on the 
morrow and the next day. by those of Wurtchen and 
Ochkirchen, continued consequently during three 
days, which speaks sufficiently for the keenness of 
the contest. Victory declared at length in our 
favour. But Napoleon, and I may say France, sus- 
tained a great loss; for the same cannon ball killed 
General Kirschner, as he conversed with Duroc, and 
mortally wounded the latter in the abdomen. 

The time was now come for Austria to declare, 
herself, and all her amicalde demonstrations u'ere 
limited to an offer of mediating between the belli- 
gerent powers. This brought on the armistice of 
Plesswitz, and subsequently the congress of Prague. 
In these conferences the allies demanded the restitu-. 
tion of all they had lost since the campaign of Ulm, 
in 1805. This left us Belgium, Piedmont, Nice, and 
Savona. But nothing would induce the Emperor, 
ill advised as he then u’as, to recede to such an extent. 
Yet can we not easily conceive how he could have 
expected more. Between the 20th June and the 8th 
of July, when the . armistice was to cease, arrived, 
news of the battle of, Vittoria, and the conquest of 
the whole of Spain by the English. This greatly 
improved the aspect of affairs in the allied camp, 
Avithout altering the resolutions of the Emperor. But 
had he been advised with courage, and by men of 
good sense, the profound, grief which that victory 
cei’tainly caused, would haA^e induced him to, yield 
to the necessity of peace. 

At this epoch Moreau arrived in the allied camp. 
Some have thought, others have Avritten, that this 
•general came at the solicitation of Bernadotte. This 
assertion is neither true nor liliely. But the exact 
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Bated, that continued faithful to the declining star 
his benefactor, and whose honourable adherence 
his. word subsequently cost him half his kingdom, 
^parting from Dresden, the Emperor set out in 
irsuit of the Russian army, which he encountered 
i the 18th at Bautzen. This battle, followed on the 
jrrow and the next day. by those of Wurtchen and 
phkirchen, continued consequently during three 
ys, -which speaks sufficiently for the keenness of 
e contest. Victory declared at length in our 
Four. But Napoleon, and I may say France, sus- 
ined a great loss; for the same cannon ball killed 
meral Kirschner, as he conversed with Duroc, and 
jrtaUy wounded the latter in the abdomen. 

The time was now come for Austria to declare 
irself, and all her amicable demonstrations were 
oited to an offer of mediating between the belli- 
rent powers. This brought on the armistice of 
esswitz, and subsequently the congress of Prague, 
these conferences the allies demanded the restitu-. 
>u of all they had lost since the campaign of Ulm, 
1805. This left us Belgium, Piedmont, Nice, and 
ivona. But notliing would induce the Emperor, 
advised as he then was, to recede to such an extent, 
et can we not easily conceive how' he could\have 
pected more. ■ Between the 20th June and the, 8th 
July, when the armistice was to cease, arrived, 
ws of the battle of. Yittoria, and the conquest of 
e whole of Spain by the English. This greatly 
proved the aspect of affairs in the allied camp, 
ithout altering the resolutions of the Emperor. But 
d he been advised with courage, and by men of 
od sense, the profound grief which that victory 
rtainly caused, would haA^e induced him to , yield 
the necessity of peace. 

At this epoch Moreau arrived in the allied camp. 
)me have thought, others have Avritten, that this 
neral came at the solicitation of Bernadotte. This 
sertion is neither true nor likely. But the exact 
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truth I knon* tote, that the princes of the house of 
Bourbon caused overtures to be made to Moreau 
bv n fellotr-suffcrer of the 18th Fructidor, General 
Willot, who had attached himself to their cause. I 
also positively know, that General Sloreau, then at 
Biltimore, would in nowise adopt nor serve the 
intereNts of the Bourbons. I likewise know, that 
the Duke do Berry wrote a letter to General Willot, 
in nhich he Limented to sec Moreau assume the 
jjrecn cockade :• the noble prince, at tbe same time, 
decUred, that, come what might, never should a 
foreign badge disgrace Ins own crest. Slorcati, in 
fact, yielded only to a passion of his own, the desire 
of ureaking his vengeance upon Xapoleon : — and 
found a grave, ' ^ * * • <* i .> 

TounriLs the » • . ^ . • • ' • < i- 

eurslon to May , ’* • , « • . ■ 

a few days; thence he returned to Dresden, and 
alluned the armistice to expire on the i7th August. 
The coug^e^.s at Prague having thus separated without 
attaining any result, hostilities recommenced on the 
17th, and, on the same day—a fuml blow for France 


hundred ond fifty thous.ind men to the allied ranks, 
arrured against Napoleon upwards of a million of 
eoniLatants. 

On the 21lh, seven days after the rupture of the 
confiTCnce*, s» as funglit the battle of Drr«den: victory 
remained with Napoleon; but the defeat and capture of 
Vuudamme in Bohemia rendered fruitless the success 
In Saxony. This conflict nill ever !«• memorable by 
the death of Monau.f All the corps of tlie army 
srhich srere in action at this time suflered a reverse ; 


• Tke «9'f.»na ii rtwj. 

f .\pp<c>lt«. n. 



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


109 


fc tlioiigli constantly talking of foi’tune, we could not 
rceive that slie was now abandoning our standards- 
le example once given, cA'^en Bavaria deserted, and 
ose troops Avhom the Emperor had adopted, as it 
we, on the field of battle— Avhom he had trained 
victory, joined the hostile ranks. The mouth of 
jtober opened with the conflict of Wachan, in 
liich success and disaster Avere nearly balanced. 
)on after the battle of Leipsic, fought on the 14th, 
ith, 16th, and 17th of October, decided the fate of 
•ance, and became the signal of our grand disasters, 
be Saxon army, the last AA'hich had remained faithful 
I us, went over to the enemy, while the battle yet 
ged ; a treason ill reAvarded, though so useful to the 
lies. 

As usual, I enter not into the details of battles, but 
lall state here AA'hat T know regarding the deaths of 
ro men, who were sincerely lamented, and deserving, 
tell of the respect of all, — Duroc and PoniatoAA'ski. 
apoleon also regretted Duroc, not from sensibility, 
it because he had found his services most useful : 
3 it AA'as, who, as grand chancellor of the household, 
itablished that admirable order AA'hich reigned in the 
jonomy of the palace ; but Najioleon, wishing to 
ake a parade of his grief, after having arranged 
le scene of the tragic death of Duroc, put into a- 
alletin his OAvn pompous expression of sorrow, and 
bxroc’s reply, as folloAA's : — " She, my AA'liole exis- 
mce has been conseci’ated to your serAuce, and I 
3gret life only as it might still hai'e been usefiil to 
ou. Yes, sire, Ave shall meet again one day, but that 
ill be thirty years hence ; AA^hen you have triumphed 
A'er all your enemies, and realized all the hopes of 
our country.* I have lived as an honest man ; I 
ave nothing wherewith to reproach myself. I leave 
daughter; your majesty will.be a father to my 
rphan.” 

* Bonaparte affected to lay great stress upon the expression 
thirty' years.” — Author. ' ' 
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Not one word of all this M-as true ; the dUcotirse, 
like the one made by the First Consul for Desaix at 
Marengo, was composed and put forth expressly for 
the occasion. I suppose ho took from Ilomer the 
idea of making hb heroes speak in the hour of death. 
But the truth is, Duroc lahoured under the most 
eicmciatin" agony. In such a moment, the sufferer 
b neither very eloqoent, nor much inclined to talk. 
I afHnn to hare seen at the time a private Ictter,. 
which arrived by express from an eye~nntness, who 
had accompanied the Emperor, and held an oflice 
near Lb person. In this letter, which was addressed 

vbit was prolonged, tamed himself painfully upon 
the left side, and, motioning with hb right baud for 
the Emperor to withdraw, addressed him in these 
words sire, teave me at least to die in 
peace.'' 

As corrobornting, in some measnre, this account, 1 
cite a fact which I goanintee. Before departing for 


wmtiag* •• • ^ - Iscarcely 

entered, hanging 

uphbh , pi'B 

an account of a conversation which I had concerning 
you last night with the Emperor ; say nothing nlwiit 
It to anv one: wait svitb patience, and you «ilt be" 
He find hardly said “you will be.” when a foot- 


The valet had no sooner shut llie floor, man ijuuk., 
uho was in his shirt, stamping violently on tl»e floor. 
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rritli his right foot, exclaimed , — “ That , during 

the day, never lets me rest — If I have five minutes 
of enjoyment, he grudges, and takes them from me.” 
Putting oa his coat, he said,— “ Another day, mj’^ good 
friend — and hurried au^ay. The disastrous cam- 
paigu of 1812 intervened between our next meeting, 
and not till January, 1814, was our conversation 
resumed. On this occasion, Duroc was strongly 
afiected at what had happened since we last met, hut 
confidence in Napoleon’s genius still cheered his 
hopes. To draw him from gloomy thoughts, I 
reminded him of our strangely interrupted conversa- 
tion. " The evening preceding the day in question,” 
said he, “ the Emperor was amusing himself at 
billiards with me — by the way, he plays wretchedly j 
he is poor at games of skill — while carelessly knock- 
ing his balls about, he muttered the question, — 
‘Duroc, do you see Bourrienne always as formerly?’ 
— ‘Yes, sire, he comes frequently to dine with me on ' 
our diplomatic days ; he looks so droU in his anti- 
quated costume .of Lyons stuff, you would, laugh at 
the figure he cuts.’ — ‘ Eh, well; what says he of that 
regulation?’ — ‘I must confess he says it is ridi- 
culous — that forced innovations will never prove 
successful.’ — ‘ That is always his way, constantly 
finding fault; — though he served me ivell at Ham- 
burg. He understands business; but he has many 
enemies. His letter, however, has opened my eyes, 
and I begin to think Savary was right in defending 
him. There are people who labour constantly to 
prevent my intrusting him with affairs ; but I shall 
finish by recalling him. I do not forget that it was 
he who gave me the first notice of this war in n hich 
we ai’e now engaged. I have forgotten every thing 
they have been saying against him for these two 
years ; and, so soon as peace is concluded, and I am 
at leisure, I shall remember him ; keep me informed 
of what he is doing.’.” Alas, I saw my excellent 
friend but once more, on the day I dined with him. 
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before -the fatal campaign of Dresden, therein 1 
fell. . 

But the death of such a man as Dnroc u'as nc 
only a loss to Napoleon ; it produced a serious mon 


Stanislaus-Angustus, had lately been named roarslia 
of France, when he fell at Lejpsic. Retreat havinj 
become indispensable, Napoleon took leave of tin 


roadtoiTntiitf. Aiitueami bauLju‘.>in, l*i« 
bleu- up, and much too soon, since the calnstropne 


completely prerented the retreat of all that portion 


1,4 4..C armrudiich had not yet pnwd, and which, 
consequently, remained lu the power of tim enemy. 
At that time, Napoleon was accused of haTing given 
orders for the destruction of the bridge immedmtely 
after his on n passage, in ord.-r to secure bis retreat 
from the active putsnit of the enemy. The Euglish 
ioiimaU were unanimous on this point, ami there w ere 
few of the iiihabituits of Lelpsic who doubted the 
fact To destroy this, at the inomeat, pc tiemi opinion, 
the follow inff notice was inserted in tlie A/oHiVo/r; 

« The Emperor had issued instructions to the 

en'^ineers', to lay mines under the priticipal bridge 
-j _ . . 5 " order that It II 


between Leipsic and Lindenau, in order tliat it might 
be Mown wp at the last moment, thus to retard the 
enemy’s march, ami allow time for t!.e baggrge tram 
to detile General Dusaujoy had given this oj cmticn 
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in charge to Colonel Montfort. The Colonel, instead * 
of remaining at the station, to superintend and give 
the signal, ordered a corporal and four miners to 
blow up the bridge, on the first appearance of the 
enemy. The corporal, a man void of intelligence, 
on hearing the first musket shot discharged from the 
ramparts of the city, fired the train, and blew up the 
bridge. A portion of the ai*my, with a park of eighty 
pieces of artillery, and some hundreds of carriages, 
was still on the other side. The advance of that part 
of the army which had not yet crossed, seeing the 
bridge destroyed, believed it to be in possession of 
the enemy. A fearful cry arose, and ran from rank 
to rank : — ‘ The enemy are on our rear, and have 
also broken dorni the bridges I ’ These unfortunate 
men then disbanded, and each sought safety as he 
might. The Duke of Tarentum (Macdonald) crossed 
the river by swimming j Prince Poniatowski, mounted 
on a spirited horse, plunged into the water, and has 
not since appeared. The Emperor was not informed 
till too late to remedy the disaster. No remedy, in 
fact, was possible. Colonel Montfort and the corporal 
of sappers have been delivered up to a court-martial.” 
It is remarkable that this said court-martial was never 
held. What- are we to conclude ? nothing ; unless 
that this is one of the secrets which cannot be revealed, 
save by the initiated. 

Before his OAvn passage of the Elster, Napoleon 
had directed the Prince, in concert ivith Marshal 
Macdonald, to cover the retreat, and to defend that 
part of the suburb which extended towards the por- 
tion of the allies on the road from Borna. To accom- 
plish this, he had only two thousand Polish infantry. 
Such AA'^as his sad situation, when, perceiving retreat 
cut off, even before the bridge blew up, by the retreat- 
ing squadrons of men, artillery, and carriages, he 
unsheathed his sabre, and, turning to the feAV officers 
.who accompanied him, “ Gentlemen,” said he, “ here 
we must fall with honour.” At the head of a small 

VOL. IV. H 
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body of PoHsli oOt«ers and cuirassiers, lie daslicd 
forward on the adrancin" columns of the allies, in 
this action he rcceired a hall in the left arm : already 
had he heen-wouDdcdonthe 14lh and IGth. Still he 
adranced, hut found the siibiirh filled n ith the allied 
troops.* Ag^in he exposed himself, and apain uas 
wounded. He then threw himself into the P]ei<se, 
which lay hetn’een the part^ and the Elster, and. 


along the river. Time pressed ; the greater part of 
the troops were drowned in the Pieis«c and the 
Elster. Ilere the hanks were steep, and, though tlic 
Prince u-as wounded, he Je-tped Jus steed into the 
river, m hen both hoi>c and rider were ingiilfcd. The 
same fate attended scforal other officers n ho folloued 
the example many n ero taken on tlio hank : Marslml 
JIacdonald happily escaped. Five d.ay.s after, a fisher- 
man found the corpse of the Prince, and brought it 
asiiore. ^ A modest stone marks the place tvliere the 
Prince’s body was found. The Poles cxprp«od to 
M. de Eeicbenhacli their desire of erecting in his 
jjarden a monument to their eountrj'inan. The gene- 
rous hanker had already placed a beautiful sarcophagus 


* . . I 

Jen.a; rontiuiied four days; and deililed the fate of 
Europe. During tlie«e d.ny8 of deserliou, half n 
million of men engaged togetberon a surfireof three 
sQuarc leagues. From lbi’« hlomly field Najwdeon 
retre.atcd .to Mayence, which he entered, but not 
without more coiifiirls, on the 2d of Novcmler, and 


• TJj^re if a »Ji 5 hl Biftale in tbi* di-icription. t-*9 Ap- 
jitcJix, C 
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thence to Paris. During"' this canipaig’ii of Dresden, 
the regency of the Empi’ess had given, general satis- 
faction, because she had refused to place her name to 
sentences of death ; but had signed, with great alacrity, 
every pardon which the nature of the crime would 
permit. These circumstances I learned from the 
Dulce of Rovigo, (Savary,) who, I must injustice say, 
of all Napoleon’s ministers, then most truly appre- 
ciated, and most honestly declared, the true state of 
things. I recollect, also, that he solicited permission 
to join the Emperor at Mayence, during the confe- 
rences at Prague, with the intention of urging him to 
peace,, at whatever sacrifices. He entertained the 
persuasion, that he should have succeeded. I partook 
not in his illusions; hut he Avas not permitted to 
leave Paris ; and besides, as already described, Nap'o-' 
leon and Maria Louisa passed there only a few days. 

When the signal of our final disasters had been 
heard, the stocks and course of exchange fell pro- 
gressively. After the battle of Leipsic especiall)’-, the 
fall became considerable. I have already said, that 
Napoleon entertained the falsest notions bn public 
credit, and, consequently, Avas ever teiTil)ly alarmed 
by any depression in the funds. And the admirable 
plans AARichhe conceived to, remedy this ! One AA^as, 
to purchase stock, in order to keep up the rate. 
This AA'as a hobby AA^hich the most prudent counsels 
could not persuade him to abandon. But the conse- 
quences ? — Avhen public afifairs suffered a check, 
doAvn came the funds, and, as sellers were always 
sure to find one good buyer, stock to be sold glutted 
the market. But this play AA^as not enough. He had 
recourse to trickeries, which might be termed even 
childish ; for instance, announcing in the 3Ioniteur 
the course of exchange at 80, Avhen it actually stood 
at 60. When the crisis had passed, and things had , 
resumed their ordinary direction, an erratum Avould 
appear, stating that an 8 had appeared in a former 
paper instead of a. 6.. In this illusive play, the . 
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Emperor expended upwards of 60,000,000 of francs 
(£2,500,0^,) which would have been much better 
employed in purchasing bills in London upon Paris. 
Bon^arte never could comprehend, that tne rise or 
fall of the pnblicfunds denen^on'a nrooer or imnrooer 
finam' f 

the d< ■ ■ ; , « ■ , ’ ■ ‘4, 

on a , • ' 

To the Emperor, however, a Sinking fund was merely 
a resource whence he could draw, upon an emeigency. 

At this epoch, namely, the autumn of the year 
1813, the more the imperial government verged 
towards decline, a circomstance diiBcult to explain, 
the more extensively it multiplied vexatious measures. 
From the first disasters of tne campaign of Bfoscow, 
it had seemed good, in order to prevent tJie truth 

• • • . »• -• . to 

or 

to 

> > 

destined for, foreign parts. This mode of investiga* 
tion, however, as Fapoleon, at 8t llelcaa, has well 
remarked, being stale at -Paris, Hack cabinets were 
established in the conquered countries. They were 
placed at Ostend, Brussels, Ilatnbiirg, Berlin, Milan, 
and Florence. All that was required, was an onler 
from a superior authority fora letter to be seised, and 

a t -.- — * *■» «’•«. Ti,^i intolerable 

. ' ^ f • i I ' tbe empire. 

' t ■ • • . V ■ • . i • ng about the 

Bevoliition and the expulsion of the Bour^n-^, and 
they assisted in their restoration. At thU period, 
however, Europe, armed against us, had most certainly 
not yet b#^n to think of recalbng these princes to 
the throne of France. 

The month of Kovember, 1813, was fatal to the 
fortune of jfapoleon ; on all hands, onr armies were 
driven back, and forced to iho Jlhine. lo every dirco 
tion, the allied columns advanced towards that river. 
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The fall of the empire evidently approached; not 
that the foreign sovereigns had yet resolved npon its 
destruction, but because it was impossible for Napo- 
leon to contend against all Europe ; and I well Icnew, 
however desperate the situation of his affairs, he 
would not consent to a peace, falsely regarded as 
dishonourable. Even before the battle of Leipsic, 
the loss of which was to Napoleon incalculable, and 
the consequences ruinous, he had felt the necessity 
of demanding from France, as if she had been in- 
exhaustible, a fresh levy of two hundred and eighty 
thousand men. The commission devolved upon the 
Empress, who, for this purpose, proceeded, for the 
first time, to the senate, in gx*eat state. She suc- 
ceeded ; but the splendour of the empire was on the 
wane. Hardly were these men enrolled, when war 
devoured them. The defection of the Bavarians had 
much increased the difficulty of the retreat; for, 
getting before the wrecks of the army, they had 
preoccupied Hanau, situated about four leagues from 
Frankfort, •with the design of cutting off our retreat. 
French valour once more roused its energies ; the 
Bavarians were attacked, defeated with great slaughter, 
and our army reached Mayence. But in what a con- 
dition, good Heavens ! Could the name of an army 
be given to some masses of men, 'tvithout resources, 
discouraged, borne down by fatigue and privations, 
and, in short, reduced, through misery, to a kind of 
brutishness? At Mentz no preparations had been 
made for their reception ; these wrecks of soldiers; 
and of themselves, were attacked by contagious 
maladies; and the horror of their situation became 
complete. The disasters even of 1812, and of Mos- 
cow, had been remedied by the activity of her chief, 
and the sacrifices of France ; but those very sacrifices 
had rendered irreparable the misfortunes of Leipsic. 

Without including the feeble remnant which had . 
escaped from that fatal field, and its consequent 
miseries, and without counting also the two hundred 



118 


MEMOIttS OF 


and thousand n'bom ADiHa Louisa bad obfafuni 
from the senate, in the month of October, the Em- 
peror had still one hnndred and tnenty thousand 
veteran troops. These, however, had been left in 
the rear, shut up in fortresses,— -such as Dantzie, 
JIambur", Toi^ti, and Snandau, or scattered alon^ 
the Elbe. Still, such was the horror of thelrsitiintion, 
and of ours, that ue could not resolve to abandon, 
while it was impossible to relievo, them. Meanu bile, 
the allies were advancing on an immense base of 
operation; and in one month after the former, a new 
levy of three hundred thousand men was demanded 
from France. Then only her wounds seemed probed 
to the bottom. After the events of Leipsic, uhlfh 


and to renonnec all armistice or negotiation, uhlch 
had not such peace for its object. As the basis of 
this pacification, the allied powers declared, that 
France should be permitted to retain her natural 
boundaries of the Enine, the Alps, and the PjTcnees. 

Here I briefly recall some reminiscences nhicli 
may explain why Xapoleon did not seriously incline 
to these, in the circumstances of the case, adrantn^e- 
ous propositions. We have seen that the sijrnal of 
defection had been piren, in 1812, by the corps of 
General Yorck, but n-itbout at least tho ostensible 
consent of tho Kin? of Prussia. Napoleon elesjrrd 
to appear iinalTected by this desertion, thniipli I am 
certain that he did not deceive himself as to the 
ulterior conseijuences ; and, from that moment, Ms 
svhole conduct, sshere nepotiation sms eoncemed, 
plainly shewed that he had assumed as his secret 
device, “ AH or nothiit/r*’ At that very period he 
rejectcsl the Rape advice of Canibaei'r^sandofTnlfey- 
rand, in order to adopt the Loastinp of n.srke. I re- 
collect, what I then omitted to Insert, that this latter 
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exclaimed, in affected ma^iauimity, on tlic question 
of restitution, — “ You Avill be dishonoured, if the 
meanest villag^e, once united to the empire by a 
senatiisconsultum, be dismembered.” On licaring^ this, 
the Emperor cried out, “Excellent! That’s what I 
call speaking. A dishonourable peace is unworthy 
of France. Let us to arms ! ” Whoever has known 
Bonaparte knows what was the influence of his 
will when positively expressed, and that such an 
opinion, enunciated iii his imposing and stern tones, 
would sway all sentiments not yet declared. At all 
events, no one, I believe, will venture to maintain 
that Napoleon desired peace in 1812 : Well, if he 
were then opposed to it, a fortiori, he would adhere 
to his opposition after the disasters at Leipsic. Men 
judge of him as they would estimate one of their 
fellows j hut he stood apart, both in his littleness 
and his grandeur. Will it be said that he u^ould 
have made peace because it was necessary ? but the 
more it became necessar)’’, the less of advantage it 
presented, and consequently the farther was he removed 
from desiring it. Even power, which he so strongly 
coveted, and Avhich he exercised so imperiously, so 
despotically — power, in the hidden' recesses of 
thought, was to him but a means, the grand aim Avas 
glorj% — futurity, — the mightiness of a name in the 
echoes of posterity. I am assui’ed, that the succes- 
sive shocks which finally hurled him from his throne, 
were to him less painful than would have been the 
restraint of living quietly as Emperor of France, 
reduced to her ancient limits, and being condemned 
to behold his vast conquests governed by other laws 
than his. Napoleon was thus, because such Avas his 
hatiue ; and that in this estimate I have truly 
portrayed the man, his whole conduct proves. 

According to the above propositions of the alliesi 
termed, from the place whence they AA'ere issued, the 
Declaration of Frankfort, Germany, Italy, and Spain 
Avere to be entirely Avrested from the possession of 
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a real homage rendered to France, and to the Talour 
of Frenchmen. A* senseless enthusiasm, or blinded 
devotedness only, could hare regarded as thus dis- 
honoured, a prince, uho, after haring ravaged the 
world for dfteen years, still preserved such a territory*. 



mention was made of accepting the preliminary .basis 
of pacification. Kapolcon reserrod Ibc power of 
negotiating separately with EngLnnd. To ibis note, 
Slctternich replied on the 25th Kovember, acceding, 
in name of the allied power*, to Manheim as the seat 
of congress, but requesting o definite an.s«rr on the 
part of ibo Emperor Fnpoleon as to tbe siimma^ and 
general riews of pacification, lest otberwUe insur- 
mountable dilBeulUes should arise at the very outset. 
TlieDu' • ... , J.J.. . 1 , 

portfolic * 

relying ^ ' 

he could treat upon these ba^ and frankly accepted, 
trusting to the consent of Kapoleon. Jhil lle_ allies 
had now decided no longer to grant the territorial 
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limits yielded in that declaration, Canlaincourt was 
obliged to apply for new powers. Ha^ang received 
tliem, he replied, on the 2d of December, that Napoleon 
accepted the fundamental bases, as already proposed. 
To this letter, Metternich again replied, that the 
Emperors of Russia and Austria were gratified to 
find that the Emperor of the French recognized the 
bases deemed necessary by the allies, and that these 
two sovereigns had decided to communicate, without 
delaj^ this official document. to the other members of 
the coalition, and that they were convinced negotia- 
tions might he opened the moment their answer 
arrived, loithout the war being intermpted. 

These negotiations, however, produced no results 
The allies had overthrown the colossus of the French 
empire, in the month of October, and thenceforth had ' 
resolved to treat udth the Emperor of the French 
only in his capital, as he had formerly treated with 
the Emperors of Austria and Russia. Napoleon, on 
the other hand, wished merely to gain time, and, in 
reality, never thought of listening to the offers made 
at Frankfort. He profited, however, by these over- 
tures to raise the immense levy of three hundred 
thousand men, in order, as he said, to place France in 
an imposing attitude, and to enable her to negotiate, 
not to submit to, a peace. This last effort Avas made 
in the confidence that the Emperor sincerely desired 
peace, and umuld think only of France ; for who, I 
ask, would have given up his children, or his fortune, 
that Joseph might rule in Spain, or Jerome reign in 
Westphalia? 

The allies, having been infoi’med of the multitude 
of men which the Emperor had demanded, and well 
aware of the state of the public mind in France, pub- 
lished a manifesto, addressed to the French people, 
which affords a grand lesson to men, on the small 
credit to be attached to the promises of governments. 
— “ The French government,” said this document, 
“ having decreed a new levy of three hundred thou- 
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France. True, a small part onij of the mighty empire, 
founded by Kapoleoit, was thus to be left; still, the 
portion that remained was large and Taluahle, after 
80 many disasters, and srliile such vast armies threa- 
tened xis on every side, home to onr very frontiers on 
the tide of victory. The conditions were, in truth, 
a real homage rendered to France, and to the valour 
of Frenchmen. A‘ senseless enthusiasm, or blinded 
devotedness only, could have regarded as thus dis- 
honoured, a prince, xrho, after having ravaged the 


sincere ui^usitions to make great saenbees, in order 
to attain the objects proposed by the allies. But to 
these offers was added a fatal condition, — that repre- 
sentatives from all the . belligerent powers should 


' The Duke de Bassano, then minister for foreign 
affairs, replied to these ox'ertures generally, consenting 
to the congress, and requesting that Manbcim might 
be chosen as the-neutral city. In this reply, no 
mention was made of accepting the preliminary basis 
of pacification, . Napoleon reserved the power of 
negotiating separately with England. To this note, 
Sletternich replied on the 25th November, acceding, 
in name of the allied powers, to IVIanheim as the seat 
of congress, but requesting a definite answer on the 
part of the Emperor Napoleon as to the somma^ and 
general views of pacification, lest otbernisc insur- 


reiyjng upon me x/eciaiauou oi rraiihiou, ucuend 
-he could treat upon these bases, and frankly accepted, 
trusting to the consent of Napoleon. But tlie_ allies 
had now decided no longer to grant the territorial 
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limits yielded in tliat declaration. Caulaincourt Avas 
obliged to apply for ncAv poAvers. HaAdng received 
tliem, he replied, on the 2d of December, that Napoleon 
accepted the fundamental bases, as already proposed. 
To this letter, Metternich again replied, that the 
Emperors of Russia and Austria AA'ere gratified to 
find that the Emperor of the French recognized the 
bases deemed necessary by the allies, and that these 
tAVO sovereigns had decided to communicate, without 
delay, this official document to the other members of 
the coalition, and that they were convinced negotia- 
tions might be opened the moment their answer 
an’ived, xoiihout the war being intermpted. 

These negotiations, however, produced no result. 
The allies had overthrown the colossus of the French 
empire, in the month of Octobei*, and thenceforth had 
resolved to treat AA'ith the Emperor of the French 
only in his capital, as he had formerly treated AAuth 
the Emperors of Austria and Russia. Napoleon, on 
the other hand, wished merely to gain time, and, in 
reality, never thought of listening to the offei’s made 
at Franldbrt. He profited, hoAvever, by these over- 
tures to raise the immense levy of three hundred 
thousand men, in order, as he said, to place France in 
an imposing attitude, and to enable her to negotiate, 
not to submit to, a peace. This last effort Avas made 
in the confidence that the Emperor sincerely desired 
peace, and AA^ould think only of France ; for who, I 
ask, Avould have given up his children, or his fortune, 
that Joseph might rule iu Spain, or Jerome reign in 
Westphalia ? 

The allies, having been informed of the multitude" 
of men AAffiich the Emperor had demanded, and Avell 
aAvare of the state of the public mind in France, pub- 
lished a manifesto, addressed to the French peoplej 
AA'hich affords a grand lesson to men, on the small 
credit to be attached to the promises of governments. 
— “The French government,” said this document, 
“ haAung decreed a new levy of three hundred thou- 
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sand men, tlie Allied Powers, who, -by this act, havft 
received new provocation, deem it expedient to 
declare to the world the principles which guide the 
present war. The Allied Powers do not make war 
against France, but against the unjust preponderance 
claimed and exercised by the Emperor Napoleon, 
beyond the limits of his empire. Conducted by -victory 
to the hanks of the Ehtne, the Allied Powers have 
used their success only to offer peace to the Emperor 
of France, on honourable conditions, and on a basis 
to secure tbe independence of other states. The 


auu tranquil ; tiiey uesire, uy uu equiiuuie pai uiiou of 
forces, and a just balance of territory, to secure their 
own states from those calamities which, for twenty 
years, have desolated Europe. The Allied Powew 
will not lay down their arms till this great and hene* 

: • . . , • e 


Icon’s cause the hearts ot many who nau, uu-iueu, 
remained faithful; since, by giving credit to the 
declaration of the allies, they beheld in him the only 
obstacle to peace, — tbe universal wish of France. 

V • . *11-.. „.,.i I 


tions.” But, on this point, what did they say p-bich 
was not true ? How otherwise explain the fact, tliat, 
in the year 1813 alone, Napoleon had levied one mil- 
lion and forty thousand men? - ... 1 

After all, I hare no intention of maintaining that 
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up? There would Lave heen* danger m opposi- 
tion J * 

At this deplorable period, eyery day brought new 
misrortunes, — inevitable consequences of the fatal cam- 
paign of JIoscow. Dresden, stiU occupied by a French 

I ■ ^ ‘ ’ 

that it was not scrupled to vfolate the faith sworn to 
the garrison of the Sason capital. Scarcely had the 
French troops marched beyond the walls, when they , 
were disarmed, in the face of an engagement, upon 
which they had surrendered, to allow them to enter 
France with arms and ba^age. Ah I had Xapolebn 
once more resumed the ascendency, lie would have 
been excusable in signally avenging this perfidy— 
this insult offered to misfortune! Holland, at the 
same time, welcomed with joy the hour of enfran- 
chisemeat, and tho arrival of a Kussian corps counte- 
nanced a general but almost bloodless insurrection. 
Such was the love which the countries bore us, and 
such the happiness we had conferred upon them / 
But defection was not confined within the limits of 
the empire : ^lurat had come to an understanding 


greater, than keeping up »ach a wm trom uwui tutuiauuu ^ 


— Tramlaior, 
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least strange of the eventful occurrences of the period, 
to behold Neapolitans, with Murat at their head, 
swelling the armed million arrayed against Napoleon 
and France. 

In the conflict of difficulties which thus assailed 
the Emperor, he threw his eyes upon M. de Talley- 
rand, who, unfortunately for Fi-ance, had been long 
absent from the affairs of government. But, Napoleon 
having required that he should lay aside the dignity 
of vice grand elector, on becoming foreign minister, 
Talleyrand preferred one of the first posts in the 
state to a situation of which caprice might soon 
deprive him, while it exposed him to many ambi- 
tious machinations. Perhaps, too, Talleyrand’s per- 
spicacity led him to view the situation of affairs as 
desperate, and his acceptance as of doubtful good in 
circumstances so difficult. I have been assured, that, 
idcwing things in their source, he proposed, in a con- 
versation with the Emperor, the very extraordinary 
. advice, to call into play the ambition of the En^Usli 
family of the Wellesleys, and to awaken in- Welling- 
ton’s mind, the splendour of whose fame had now 
begun to sliinc forth, ambitious views and projects, 
AA-hich Avould haA’C troubled the coalition. To this 
scheme Napoleon lent no attention ; the issue appeared 
to him too uncertain, and especially too distant, for 
the pressing exigencies of the season. Caulaincourt 
AA'as then called to the administration of foreign affairs, 
.and IMarot became home secretary, Avhere he was 
much better i)laced. Regnier quitted the portfolio 
of justice, and AA'as succeeded by M. de hlolc; and, at 
the same time, M. de Coss.ac resigned to Count General 
Darn the ministry of AA'ar. 

During these slight changes of his serA'.ants, the 
Emperor himself AA'as unceasingly engaged in pre- 
paring the means of repelling the attack iioaa' directed 
against him. He created .'dl — overlooked all — per- 
formed all. 'Though age might have been thought 
to have taken from him some of his acti\'ity, yet, in 
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to Spa' ‘ 

infliienc ^ ^ . 

the croivn, the renunciation of Joseph’s rights OTer 
tliat countr_y, nnd the immediate restoration of Fer- 
dinand to his states. Joseph made this sacrifice at 
the instance of his brother, but reluctantly, and in a 
manner which shewed how hard it is to quit a throne. 
The treaty was signed, but executed with incon- 
reivahle tardiness, while the torrent advanced upon 
France so rapidly, as to interrupt the execution. 
Ferdinand indeed recovered bis cromi, but by causes 
Tory different. 

The march of the allies occasioned to the Emperor 
intense anxiety. It was important to destroy the 
bridge of Basle. The Rhine, easily crossed, would 
' throw the enemy in masses u^on France, I had at 

, I • • 

I 

and that such agreement had been made with the 
allies at Berne. This astonished me, since, on our 
side, I had contrary information. I despatched an 
emissary on my own private account, being deeply 
interested in knowing the truth. lie returned to 
tell me that the bridge would be suffered to stand. 

Oil the loth December, the legislative body was 
convoked. JI. Laine presided under Regnier. The 
house formed itself into a committee, to consider and 
report upon the communications addressed to it by 


NAPOLEOX BONAPARTE. 


127 


jiroceeding' I have ever rcg^arded as a prcat error. 
Had ihc Emperor and his legislature frariklj’^ commu- 
nicated with each oilier, the defects of a diplomacy 
alwaj's so artificial and vacillating might have been 
supplied. Who can doubt that a noble and candid 
conduct on the part of the legislative bodj^ of France, 
declaring that she accepted the propositions of 
Frankfort, would have been listened to b^^tlic allies ? 
Would they not have preferred an honourable peace 
to the dangers of invading a vast country, defended 
by an ardent and valorous people ? But the remark, 
“ You will bo dishonoured, if the meanest village, 
united to the empire bj' a scnatvsconsiilium, be <iis- 
membered,” continually resounded in Bonaparte’.s 
oar, whose secret Avishes it llattorcd, and rendered 
him averse from every pacific measure. 

Those Avho attentively obsciwcd events Aiill still 
remember the general stupor Avhich fell u])on Paris 
on learning Avhat had occurred in the legislative 
assembly. That body, according to custom, AA aited 
on the Emperor in order to take leave. He received 
the revoUers not over gi-aciously, and dismissed them 
Avithout hearing any explanation. AftcrAAOrds, he 
observed concerning them, “ The members of the 
legislative body come to Paris only to obtain some 
special faA'Ours. They importune ministers fi’om 
morning to night,' and grumble if not instantly 
satisfied. Invite them to dinner — they seem bursting 
AAOth euA-y at the s])lcndour Avbich surrounds them.” 
These Avords I had from Cambaeeres, avIio aa-as 
present. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CRISIS OF napoleon’s FATE. — ALLIES ENTER SWITt* 
ERLAM) — A AfISSION AND DUREDOBI OFFERED TO 
BOCRRlByN'B~-SlECE OF HAirEDRG — DArOCTST— 
OPERATIONS IN ITALY— EUGENE — DEFECTION OF 

MURAT AFFAIRS IN PRANCE — GIGANTIC PLANS 

OP NAPOLEON — Ills VIEWS OF PEACE — PROPOSALS 
OP THE JACOBINS— REJECTION — PARTING INTER- 
TIEW WITH THE OFFICERS OF TOE NATIONAL GUARD. 

I RATE now r«ach«<I the most critical pen'oi! in 
Napoleoo’s career. Vbat reflections— supposing him 
to nare had leisure to reflect— must hare Mled his 


of Italy, ’which, io rictorious youth, he presented to 
the Director}’, with those drooping eagles constrained 
now to defend the eyry whence they had so often 
dared their flight, to soar on conquering ndng over 
• Rarope! The comparison and the contrast alike 
teach the difference between freedom and ahsointc 
power. Child of liber^ — every thing through her, 
Napoleon had disowned bis parent, and was now to 
be again nothing. The season had gone by when the 
nations of Italy rejoiced to be vanquished, in the 
name of a free republic; on the contrary, to rescue 
herself from a despot’s thrall, Europe stood armed 
around our country, ready to burst upon its sacred 
territory. Fraud was united with force, and both 
against the Emperor ; while the mighty resources. 
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fitiU offered by France, ■were paralysed tlirougli the 
inactivity of many agents of his government ; while 
a stupor had fallen upon all spirits, — he was betrayed 
by those who }’et professed themselves allies. Thus 
the Swiss voluntaril}' opened their frontiers, Avhich, as 
a neutral power, thej' had promised to see respected, 
or to defend; and the weakest side of France thus 
lay exposed to tlie blow. 

Tliis violation of the Smss territory, by the allied 
armies, with consent of the cantons, is connected 
with a very important circumstance in my life, which, 
had I been inclined to take part in the mighty events 
then jjassing, might have effected a vast change in 
my destin 3 '. On Tuesday the 28th of December, I 
was dining with my friend hi. Pierlot, formerly 
intendant-gcner.'il of the Empress Josephine’s esta- 
blishment, when, about nine o’clock in the evening, 
an e.xpress ari'ived from the minister of police, re- 
questing my immediate attendance at his residence. 
1 confess it was not •\\dthout alarm that I prepared 
to obey this summons: I knew,. thanks to Davoust’s 
calumnies, that I was still an object of suspicion, 
and at this very time under sorvcillance, being obliged 
to show myself three times a-wcek to Savarj'; a 
species of restraint which, of course, had to me 
nothing disagrce.able. 

But I conceived that now accu.sations had accom- 
plished the throatenings of the last two yoar.s,' and 
that certainly I should now be sent to sleep at Vin- 
cennc.s. In truth, as the Emperor’s former kindnc.ss 
had seemed to revive, machinations against me had 
been redoubled. At all events, I deemed it bc.st to be 
jireparcd ; so, bon-owing a nighlc.ap from my friend 
J’ierlot, I marched on bravely to the hotel of the 
minister of police. Savary 1 found in a chamber, 
‘fully lighted up, and evidently waiting for me. He 
was in grand costume, and bad apjiarcntly just come 
iVtun tin? Em])cror. Before he had lime to -spcalc, I 
rciulilv norccived he had news to impart, and from 

VOL. IV. 1 
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hia air of satisfaction, augnred that for this bout 
Vincennes w&s not the word. 

“ Bourrienne,” said tWs thoroughly good man, 
whom it has been endeavoured to represent'almost 
as a monster,' “ I hare just come from the Emperor. 
He asked roe, ‘Where is Bourrienne?’— ‘ Sire, in 
Paris } I see him often.* — * Well, send for him : 1 
udsh to employ him i for tliree years he has had 
nothing to do. I desire to send him to Switzerland 
in ‘the capacity of ambassador; but ho must set 
out immediately. The King of Prussia has expressed 
himself, -by letter, satisfied with his conduct tou'ar^ 
the Prussians, whom the chances of war had forced 
to retire to Hamburg. He is the friend of Prince 
Wittgenstein, the friend again of the King of Prussia, 
and who is probably also at Lorrach.* He ndll see 
all the noble Germans who ore there. I have snf- , 
ficieot confidence in him, to feel assured that his 

,, . -..'ll I . — j ^ 


too late. “ You flatter yourselves that the bridge 
at Basle will be destroyed— that' Switzerland will 
maintain her neutrality; I beh'eve neither — nay, 
more, I know positively to the contrary. I can only 
reiterate that the offer comes much too late.’.’ — “Your 
resolution gives me much pain ; but Caulaincourt may 
perhaps prevMl upon you to accept. The Emperor 
desires you should call upon the Duke of Vicenza 
to*morrow, at one o’clock ; be will tell yon all about 
it, and give yon instructions.’* — “ He may tell what 
he pleases; I mil not go to Lorrach.’’— “ But you 
know the Emperor better than I do ; he wishes yoii 

• Lorracli is a imall viBage, about «ix miJea from Basle, 'and 
wbieb had been fixed upon la the starting point of the Au»tr<v 
, Russian army. — TranMator. 
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to go, and will never 2>‘'w*don your refusing'; and 
who knows u'hat may he the consequences to you ?” 

“ He may do as he likes; hut U2)on no considera- 
tion Ti'ill I go to Sudtzerland.” — “ You are wrong; 
hut you will think of it between this and to-morrow : 
the night brings counsel. At all events, do not fail 
to see Caulaincourt at one. Pie expects you. Yoh 
Avill be admitted instantly, and will be alone with 
him.” — “I know Caulaincourt. I had the happiness 
of being useful to him and his family, in an affair 
of erasure from the emigi-ant list : he is an excellent 
person, and will listen to reason : if not, my part 
is already taken, and the Emperor can take his as 
suits himself.” 

It was eleven at night before I separated from the 
Duke de Ho vigo, who continued to press me earnestly, 
but udth friendly interest, to a chiiuge of resolution. 
Next morning I began by calling upon M. de Talley- 
rand, informed him of what had occurred, and begged 
he would speak to M. de Caulaincourt, in favour 
of my determination. The former approved of my 
refusal ; and at one precisely I called upon the latter, 
at the foreign office, which had not yet been removed 
to the palace for which I was to have jjaid. The usher 
stationed at the door of the cabinet recognized, and, 
conformably to order, instantly announced me. M. 
de Caulaincourt made me sit down on the opposite 
side of the fire, beside which he was seated, and gave ' 
orders to the attendant to admit no one. The Duke 
then, with a calmness and forbearance which delighted , ' 
me, began to explain his commission. The conclusion 
seemed to me evident, that he was well aivare of the 
melancholy, situation of affairs, and that he himself 
considered the proposed mission as vain. I answered 
ufith the same composure, repeating the substance of 
my conversation with Savary, his colleague in the 
ministry, and my own friend, of the result, of nffiich, 
as a refusal, he himself must be already acquainted. . 
The mini ster then entered into long details, and, in a 
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•V cry friendly manner, on the reasons n-hicli should 
induce me to accept.' ^mong other things, he re- 
marked, that,' from the repeated denunciations of 
Daroust, the Emperor had been rendered ill disposed 
to^rards me, and that, by refusing, I ran the hazard 
of confirming his Suspicions of my dispositions for 
t!ie future. I again replied generally on the inutility 
of the mission, and then particularly on my oivn 
situation — a private individual — appeariug among 
the allied princes as one who had been three 3’oars 
j'eraored from public »3&irs, and in some measure i» 
disgrace, without even the decoration of the Legion ^ 
of Honour. If that be all,” interrupted W. de 
Caulaincourt, “ there is no difficulty. I am autho- 
rized by the Emperor to say,' that he nill create yoii 

, : • • ’ I 


serious ; and it is but honest to confess, that I found 
it tempting. I sviihstood the temptation, nevertheless, 
and persisted in tnv positive refusal. At length, after 

«1.A T>.sVa tno’nw t>,e 


course to take. ‘M. de Caulaincourt was retiring 
Ifhodepartcd 

, ' done nothing. 

Caulaincourt,” 


cumst.inces. I do not ask for your secrets, but I u itl 

, i ' I i 

would be laughed at. I know you to Ic a roan of 
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honour, — and tell me candidly, and as a friend, lioir 
Avould 3^11 act, if in my situation ?” I sau’, from the 
sudden and involuntary emotion expressed in his 
countenance, that my question had touched Caiilain- 
court. He pressed m3' hand u’ith affectionate warmth, 
and said, “ I would do as 3'ou have done. Enough : 

I will arrange with the Emperor ; keep 3'ourself ensy." 
In fact, I heard no more of the affair. 

Here I feel m3'self constnained to anticipate u’ith 
a short .anecdote : In M.a3', 1815, when the King 
had appointed me prefect of police, hi. dc Caulain- 
court sent, on the 1.5th of that month, a person, on 
u hom dependence could be placed, to ask me, if he 
incurred .an3' risk bv reni.aining in Paris, or whether 
ho ought to remove. The Duke had learned that his 
name was contained in a list of those whom 1 had 
orders to arrest, hluch affected 1)3' this -mark of 
conffdence, I replied ■with warmth to the l)ukc’.s 
envo3', " Say to M. dc Catilaincourt that I do not 
even /mow n'/icre he lives : let him remain quiet, and 
I answer for his safet3'.” 

The reader is .alreadv aw.arc, that numerous 
"•arrisons had been left in different parts of German3\ 
Dresden had fallen into the power of the enenn^, 
1)3' a capitnl.afion which w.as not respected; for the 
troops, who had surrendered on condition of being 
sent into France with anns and baggage, had no 
sooner marched beyond tbc w.alls, than the3' were 
stript. hlagdeburg, under Lomarrois, still held out, 
and was expected to do so for .some lime. Davoust 
resolved to render Hamburg a similar point of resis- 
t.uice. Of the extensive correspondence ^vhich I 
maintained at this time with the exterior, inv in- 
formation from Hamburg interested me espeeiallv. 
During the c.ampaign of 1813, the allies, having 
driven the Frenclt out of Saxon}-, and const niinetl 
them to march for tbc llbine, formed tbe siege of 
Hamburg, wlierein D.-ivoust had shut himself with 
ibirt3’ thousand men, in the resolution of rendering 
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the defence no less memorahle than that of Sara- 
gossa,and of delivering up the post onlf-nhen the 
town had hecome a heap of ashes. '.Such were his 


up vast quantities of provisions. Generals Dejcan 
and Haxo, of the artillery, were sent hy Napoleon to 
mark out ibc lines of forlification; in the torraatfon 
of these, Davoust employed fifteen thousand men.' 
At the same time, General Bertrand commenced the 

*•-- C ’ -1 . •.* I» • . , ITT 


Ot wood taken by lorce irom au tne timber yaius, 
was finished in ei-thty-three days. ' It presented a 
mnsnifioeot appearance, hestridin" n water-way of 
5058 yards, exclusive of commnnicalions across the 
tsv6 islands. Slany millions uould not replace the 
houses throirn dorm to complete the fornfications, 
and to uncover the approaches of the enemy, “ But 
these defences were upon so extensive a scale, that 
sixty, thousand men would ‘have been required for 
fheir fall occupation. All this uDs’clTected at incal- 
culahle loss to the inhabitants. From the immense 
stores heaped up in the place,' the parrison was plen- 
tifully supplied, while provisions in the town were 
to he obUuned with much 'difficulty, in very small 
quantities, and at esorhitanl prices. All horses, ■witli- 


tants, pressed hy famine, honplit the hides at a dear 
rate. The garrison, compost of French, Italians, 
and Dutch, upon the evacuation of the place, in 
May, 1814, uws found to be reduced to a moiety, 
having lost upwards of 15,000 men. Tlie process of 
demolition, in levelling the outer defences, was so 
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complete, that even the tombs and vaults wcrethrou'ii 
down. Neither the living nor the dead were snared ; 
for, in executing their work of destruction, the sol- 
diers might he seen .wrenching off' the silver pktes 
from the coffins, and even breaking them up, in order 
to gel at the rich stuffs in which it is there customary 
to wrap the deceased. In this rage for plunder were 
braved even the exhalations of ])ulridity, which doubt- 
less exaggerated, perhaps had occasioned, the pesti- 
lence that broke out at a subsequent periodof the siege. 
To these acts of barbarity succeeded a most strict 
blockade, formed by the troops of Kussia and Sweden, 
and all e.xterual comniunic.'ition was cut off’. The 
King- of Denmark even, the faitliful ally of Napoleon, 
found himself constr.iincd to .abandon the garrison to 
its fate. To this he w.as forced by the Prince-Royal 
of Su'eden, who, as we h.avc seen, joined, at an early 
])eriod, the league of the north. In one of tlic first 
sorties, Genenii Vandamme and aconsideinble number 
of men were uselessly .sacrificed. In the month of 
December, provisions began to fail the inhabitants, 
and .all useless mouths were turned out, under every 
aggravation of cruelty. On the ]8fh, one of those 
procl.amafions of expulsion mis issued, for departure 
in forty-eight hours, under pain of diislruction of the 
houses, — the commandant of the gendamcrie having 
it in charge to inflict on the recusants fifty strokes of 
the bastinado before expelling them. But if there are 
ways of dealings willi Heaven, so arc there with the 
gendarmerie. The Inwtinndo was remitted for a sum of 
money, and, in the case of females, French g.allantry 
suiistitufed scourging! But such is the tie that binds 
ns to our n.al.al soil, that still tlic. wretebed inliabit.ants 
clung to tbeir liearlbs; und a new order, of the 
tJ.’jth, beeame necessuri-, wliiob dcelarcd, that, om of 
eonquwsion, twenty-fonr liotirs longer were gnmted, 
after wbich, all found ndtliin the city, nbo could 
not contribtite to tbe defence, sbotild be cotwidered 
as in le.ague nith the enemy, and consequently liable 
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to Ijc delirered to tie Prcvotal Court, and shot! 
TJiis I'^as not enough t lingerers were still found ; and, 
in one of tho last 'nights of December, all who fell 
under the proscription,, ivithout distinction of age or 
sox, sickness or health, were tom'from their beds, 


were added. I have seen— I have read — I do not 
invent, an order of the police, declaring all female 
servants subject to domicih'ary visits, unless ther had 
certificates of health from their masters I All those 
evils were increased to an incredible degree of de8» 
j>eration, hj the avarice and barbarity of Davonst’s 


place. These are facts so well known, that though, 
for the sake of his family, I do not mention the name 
of. this commissary, when these pages, even at this 
distant date, are read in Hamburg, everyone uill 
repeat that name. IMeanwhUc filth and putrescence 
accuiAulated every where t the streets were encum» 
hered'Ttitli the carcasses of slaughtered horses: the 
Alster and its lake, poisoned by every species of 
lincleanness, which there was no longer means of 


was taken; and, on the bastions, on the rampart.s 
and in the highivays, the dead were flung into trenches 


At length exhausted, the poor remains of the bank 
^vere seized, amounting to about eight millions of 


KAPOLEOX BOXAPARTE. 


137 


jnarks (£ 600,000 ;) and llms, while Hamburg’, so 
lately rich and hospitable, was comj)letcly ruined, (he 
shoclc was extended to distant places. Napoleon had 
accused Hamburg of Anglomania, and, in ruining it, 
thoifght he "(riis ruining England. Through all these 
persecutions, that city had been an unresistingsacrifice. 
Like Jerusalem — whence, it is said, during the siege 
by Titus, (/ic sound of lamentation was heard m the 
nifiht — Hamburg could only bewail in secret.* 

.Such was the slate of the French interest in Ger- 
many, whore wo were expelled from .all save a few 
isolated points, in which crime and useless resistance 
maintained a sinking cause. In If.aly, Eugene com- 
manded; that countrj' h.aving been confided to his 
care, after the campaigni of 1812. To the preservation 
of Italy, Bonaparte attached great importance, both 
from (he recollection of his c.arly glory, and its present 
value. Tlie actual jiosscssion of its rich provinces 
would be of great weight in a treah' of ])cace, •which 
might call for their rcsign.ation ; while the}' .aflbrded 
a strong and convenient point whence to thre.atcn 
Austria. The Viceroy did every thing in his power to 
second the intentions of the Emperor. But Eugene’s 
army, in rc.ality, difl'cred greatly from its appearance 
<in the muster-roll. That, indeed, bore the number 
<»f regiments, btit, in many instances, the regiments 
themsplves bad remained beneath the snows of Russia, 
or been buried in (he plains of Poland. By dint of 
exertion, however, and the care taken of his soldiers, 

* It i« Jrcsiiftil in think of mcli cnorniitifs and siifit-rincrs 
ilurijisr the ‘ptcv of their rniitiniiaiu-c ; hut it i». jierh.ip', even 
mote fr.'.tful to coutniijihuo tlieir future ronfcipicnres. "While 
w.llline eii one of tlic tlingnifiren} proinrnaut''. '^vhirh hnvo 
ri-phterd the iotouiAsiiifr naniiKi*. of D.wntivt, I inforiot'!, 
hr a unci^tr.ito of IlniiilMirg, of the opiition hein- priu rtilK’ 
onl.itiinr!!. ih,it th.j enm.'* atiif calnuiitic' of the fH-.t h.r.il 
■(ero'i-ht r,!i iaiuriou.: fiTif! on the juoraK of the jdar.’, frtun 
whirh thi-y tiriil ti. t vit rifovcnd, r.or wtniW icyaia a 
tone. — Tr-wdiUur, 
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he assembled a corps of fifty thousand men, of srlioni 
fire. thousand sverc cavalty. After the failure of 

t ■ ■. 

a 

f ■ ■ 

the Austrian frontier, his head-quarters being' at 
Udine. Until April, 1814, he U’as enabled to preserve 
an imposing attitude, and to protect the entrance 
to the Italian hiogdom with that skill nhich might 
have been expected from one trained in the school 
of I^apoleon, and ranking among his best generals. 
Two defections, however, aillicted the excellent 




I . . s 

• . ^ 

Rome, another Ancona, an j that the army was on its 
inarch for Upper Italy. The King of Naplw^'ished 



only had he entered into a treaty with the enemies 
of France, but, as nothing certain iras yet knoirn 
respecting his desertion, and flying reports U'ere dis- 
credited as impossible, he continned to profess amity 


of Kaples was engaged to join the Austrian troops, 
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and to make common canso against the French arms 
in Italy, Here T^Inrat became perfidioTis and incxen- 
sahlo, Fo disown his iiatire for his adopted country, 
wlien the interests of the latter demanded it, was a 
ims'isnrc standing on its own merits, and liable to.be 
judged diflerently, as men’s opinions or their feelings 
difl'er; but to join jterfidiousne.ss to desertion, can 
admit of only one sentiment,- — that it was at once 
unmanly and criminal. 'When first informed of this 
treachery, Napoleoti rcftise,d to give credit to the fact: 
“ Ko,” exclaimed he, to those around him, — “No! 
that cannot be ! Murat, to whom I gave my sister! 
Mtiral, to whom I have given a crown ! Eugene 
must be deceived. It is not pn.ssible that Murat should 
declare against me ! ” It was, however, not only pos- 
sil.de, hut true. At that very moment, Miollis, with 
a handful of men, was blockaded in the castle of 
St. Angelo, as wore also the gjurisons of Anc^)na 
and l.oretto, in their respective citadels. The treaty 
between Austria and Naples was definitively sigJied 
on the nth of January, 181-1. Soon .after, Eugene, 
mistnisting Murat’s conduct, retired behind the 
Mincio, and cantoned his anny. Here, on the 81 h of 
February, the Austrian anny came up -vvith his posi- 
tion ; he engaged and defc.ated the An.strians, and 
thus, f<ir some time, prevented their invasion, and 
jtnu’tion with the Neapolitan foree.>:. Not till eight 
d.ays after this conflict, did IMurat ofiicially declare war 
agiiinsf the Emjteror, by sending in his declaration, 
by his chief of slafi' (jt (ieneral Vignolle.s, who held 
the .same siln.ation in the army of Prince Ihigene. 
Immediately, till the French ofiicers in the Ne.apcditan 
service left the kittg, and went over to Etigeno. 
Murat exerted <-very ifl'ort to retain them, but in 
vain. “ No Frenchman,” said they, “ who really loves 
bis ctanntry, ran now remain in your servire,” — •' Do 
vott suppose, then,” cried he, " th.at iny heart is less 
V'renrh than yonrsf Pelieve.oii the ronirriry,that Iain 
nnu'h itt be pitied : from the gratnl army, I be.ar only 
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of disastrous events. I have been forced to make a 
treaty ^rith the Austrians and an arrang-ement M-ith 
the English under Lord Bentinclc, in order to save my 


u’lUi me. 

ImmedUtely on receipt of Joachim’s declaration, 
Eugene issued a proclamation to his troops: — “ Sol- 
diers,” said the prince, “ my motto is. Honour and 
Fidelity ; let the same be your device : with this in 
our hearts, and God for our aid, we shall yet triumph 
over all our enemies.” In the same proclamation, he 
expressed his hopes of a solid and lasting peace; 
these were not realized ; another portion of it, in 


nil Avhom the regulation concerned ; and unfortuuatoly 
he possessed not the tneans of fuliilling his promises 
of victory. The Anstro-NeapoUtan army obtained 
advantages which could not be disputed; Leghorn 
and Ancona ivere taken, and the French obliged to 
evacuate Tuscany. 

' 1 return to affairs in France at the end of 1813, 
These presented a spectacle no less afllicting than in 
Italy. The imperial diadem, like the iron crown, 
tottered on the head of Napoleon. The treachery of 
Murat had proved doubly fatal, in itself aud in its 
effects, upon the mighty combinations in M'hich he 
had been destined to act an important part. In tlie 
gigantic scheme of defence and offence uliich he 
now meditate'd, Bonaparte’s intention bad been tli.at 
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the campaign, before their timid million, measuring 
every step, had polluted Paris %vith their presence. 
On hearing of this immense in-ojcct, I could not 
but recognize the daring spirit ■which I had known 
meeting gre.at disasters by great resources. The 
impress of genius was there, but rendered power- 
less in the means of execution. In the campaign of 
Paris, Kapoleou Avas .all himself ; .again he unfolded 
that fervid mind, aa IucIi, as in youthful conquests^ 
annihilated time and space, and seemed omnipi'csent 
in its energies. But the chances of success were no 
longer the same ; victory even, if dearly purchased, 
must become fatal to him. In France, new’ hopes 
had sprung up in the room of those that had been 
deceived, and AA’hich had heralded him to consular 
poAver. Noav must he have felt, in all its simple 
honesty, the counsel of Josephine, — “ Bon.aparte, do 
not, I beseech thee, make th3’sclf king.” 

Napoleon Ai-as still Emperor; but the nmn Avho 
had imposed upon all Europe treaties of peace not 
less disastrous than AV.ir itself, could not uoav obtain 
un armistice. His ambtissador, Caulaincourt, com- 
missioned to treat of one, passed tAventy d.ays in 
idleness, at LuueA'ille, 'without being- received into 
the allied c.amp, or permitted to pass the advanced 
guards of the armj’ of iuA’asion. In A’.ain Caulaincourt 
entreated — supplicated Napoleon to sacrifice, or 
rather provisionally to lay aside, a portion of the 
glorj’ acquired in so many combats. No concession 
could be obtained ; he AATOte, however, to his minister, 
^ “ I sluill sign Avhatever you Avill. To obtain peace, 
I ask no condition. I Avill not dictate my OAvn 
humiliation.” This w'as equivalent to a prohibition 
to sign or to concede any thing. In the course of 
the first fifteen days of 1814, one-third of France AA’as 
invaded, and a ncAV congress proposed at Chatillon 
upon the Seine. Of the proceedings I shall speak 
hereafter ; meanwhile, let us consider the last moments 
of N.apoleon’s stiay at Paris, before setting out for 
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that adrcnturons campaiga of France, wherein' he 
displayed military talent superior even to the reverses 
\vhich he experienced, and where these arere often 
balanced by tlie fortunate daring of his vast combina- 
tions. 

Affairs were approaching daily to a crisis. Strongly 
pressed by the allies, he was counselled to seek extra- 
ordinary resources iji the interior of the empire. He 
iras reminded of the fourteen armies which, as if by 
enchantmentj'sprung forth from the soil of France, to 
defend her, at the commencement of the Revolution. 
In short, be ’n*as advised to throw himself into the 
arms of a party who still possessed the power of 
raising the ma.<s — to join himself to the Jacobins. 
'NVhat a trial for him who had so often manifested 
the justifiable loathing which these inspiredl Never- 
theless, for a moment, he cherished the idea of 
adopting this advice. He made the round, on horse- 
bach, of the suburbs of St Antoine and St IMarceau; 
caressed the populace; replied to their acclamations 
i>ith attentive eagerness; and believed he beheld in 



this to please every body; since, according to Napen 


required that he should leave them alone to act 
freely, to arouse every revolutionary passion, to 
abandon the press to their management, and to have 
sung in the streets and in the theatres their favotirite 
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ail's, — Bath other propositions, no less extiMvagant, 
and not less X'evolting-. I do not in this repeat heai-- 
says, hut ivhat I witnessed and heard at tiro meetings 
at irhich I ivas present, though certainly hy chance, 
and when these proposals ■were brought fonrard 
ivith the more assurance, that success ajipeared 
certain. Though yeai's had passed since the times of 
my familiar intercourse ivitli Napoleon, I kneiv his 
opinions regarding the Jacobins too well to be under 
anj’^ apprehension as to the result here. In fact, 
disgusted by their demands, and the price B'hich they 
put upon their services, he broke off the correspon- 
dence. “ It is too much,” he said ; “ I shall ff nd in 
battle some chance of safet}’-, but none ivith these 
harebrained fools adding afterwards,—" There can 
exist no connection between the demagogues of. 1793 
and monarchy ; between furious clubs and a regular 
ministry; between a Committee of Public Safety and 
an Eniperor; betu'cen revolutionary tribunals and 
the reign of the laws. No ! if I must fall, I u ill not 
bequeath France to the Revolution from ivliich I 
saved her.” 

Golden words these I and Napoleon folloived up a 
resolution n'orthy of himself, by calling forth a truly 
national and more noble instrument to pai'ry the 
threatening danger. This lyas the National Guard 
of Paris, B’^hich he placed under the command of 
Moncey, a man estimable in every respect, B’ho had 
loyally fought under the standard of France, and noB’, 
in an advanced age, preserved the freshness, both 
mental and bodily, of youth.* The Emperor could 

* IMoncey Bon-Adrien Jedunot, iharslial of the empire, and 
Duke of Cornegliano, -was born at Besanpon, July, 1754. His 
father- was an advocate, and the -young soldier was himself 
intended for a similar career; but, so powerful were- the attrac- 
tions presented by the profession in which he afterwards attained 
so honourable a station, that thrice he deserted tlie paternal roof 
to enlist as a private sentinel. The first time his discharge was 
purchased by Iris family ; a second time he solicited his own 
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not have made a worthier choice j but the staff of 
the National Guard became a focus for every species 
of intrigue, save that which tended to the defence of 
Paris ; and when the moment came, ivithout seeminj 
to wish the overthrow of Napoleon, all its members 
had that overthrow uppermost in their minds. How- 
ever that may he, as captain of the guard, I u-as 
convoked, with my brother officers, to meet the 
Emperor in the Tuilerics on the 23d of Jamiarj-, 
when we received Napoleon's farewell, previous to 
his setting out on the morrow, for the first time, to 
fight for the hearth, u ilh the foe in the land. What 
a day for me ! how many recollections assailed my 
memory f We were introduced into the grand saloon, 
which I had so often traversed as a familiar of the 
house. Better to view the ceremonv, I had mounted, 
along with others, upon a bench placed against the 
wall. Napoleon entered uilh the Empress; he ad- 
vanced with a noble air, leading by the hand his son, 
not yet three years old. For a long time I had not 
been near him nitb whom I had lived so intimately, 
and for so many years. He had become very cor. 
pulentj and, anon bis extremely pale countenance, 
sat an air of sadness and displeasure, llic ordinary 
movements of (he muscles of his neck were stronger 
• e *». — rt,.4 ^-rmerly remarked. — . 

stirring within me. 
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of Europe, on the point of sinldngf beneath the efforts 
of his enemies. Tlie ceremonj' had something grave 
and solemn, and, at the same time, nionrufnl. Rarely 
does silence so profound I’eign in so luimerons aii 
assemblj'. There prevailed throughont some indes- 
eribable and vague uneasiness — .an e.agcr listening 
for the voice of Napoleon. Nor v.as that voice long 
unheard. In strong and sonorous tones, .as when he 
harangued his soldiers in Ibal}"^ or Egj'})t, but n'ithout 
the expression of self-confidence, and s.atisfaction u’itli 
other.s, which then be.amed from his counten.anco, 
Napoleon thus addressed us: — 

“ Gentlemen, officers of the Nation.al Guard, I have 
pleasure in beholding you assembled .around me. I 
dep.art this night, to place m)’^self at the head of the 
army. On quitting the c.apital, I le.avc behind, with 
confidonce, my wife and my son, upon whom- so 
many hopes repose. 1 owe this acknon’ledgment of 
security to all those acts by Avhich you have never 
failed to manifest 5 mur attachment, in the principal 
eras of my life. I shall depart, with a mind freed 
from a -weight of- inquietude, when I Icnon' these 
pledges to be under your faithful guardianship : to jmu 
I confide .all I hold most dear in the u orld, next to 
France, and recommend them to your care. 

“ It may sometimes happen, from the nature of the 
ra,anoeuvres which 1 am now to execute, that the 
enemy ra.ay find an ojiportunity to approach your 
walls. If such an event should occur, be.ar in mind 
that it can be the affair only of a few days, and that 
I sluall speedily arrive to your assistance. I recom- 
mend to you to be united among yourselves, and to 
resist every insinuation tending to introduce disunion. 
Endeavours ^vill not be wanting to shake your fidelity 
to your duties ; but I depend on your repelling all 
these perfidious instigations.” 

I listened to Bonapai-te’s words with the deepest 

VOL. IV, K 
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attention ; and, though lie pronotmced tbem « itli a 
fctron" voice, it m as not unmoved — he felt, or feigned, 
emotion. But that emotion, whether real or assumed, 
n as shared by a vast number of those present ; and 
1 confess, for my own part, that I U’as greatly over- 
come, especially when he uttered the words, “ I con- 
fide to you my wife and my son.” I fixed my eyes 
upon the child; the interest he inspired was aIto|;e- 
ther-distinct from that excited by the grandeur n-hicli 
surrounded, or the mbfortanes W'htch threatened, 
him. I beheld in the hoy, whose countenance, 
moreover, displaj’ed much innocent loveliness, not 
the King of Home, but the son of my earliest friend. 
During the whole day, I coold not escape from a 
feeling of sadness, on comparing what 1 had that 
morning witnessed, with our first occupation of the 
Tuileries. How* many ages in the fourteen yeai's 
that separated those events I 
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-CHAPTER V. 

CONGRESS OF CHATILLON — RONAPARTE’s VIEWS .OF 
HISTORY AND OF PEACE — PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
congress — DUPLICITY OF NAPOLEON — CAULAIN- 
COURt’s PROJECT OF PACIFICATION — REJECTED — 

VIEWS OF THE ALLIES SINGULAR CONVERSATION 

WITH ALEXANDER CAMPAIGN OF PARIS BATTLE 

OF BRIENNE VISIT TO THE FIELD BATTLE OF 

CHAMP-AUBERT — ANECDOTE — THE BOURBONS — 
THE POPE — KING OF SPAIN — ALLIES MARCH UPON 
PARIS — BATTLE OF FERE CHAMPENOISE — A>'EC- 
DOTE. 

It will be deemed a circumstance worthy of remark, 
by those who take an interest in comparing- dates, to 
iind, that Napoleon, the successor of Louis XVI, and 
nepheiv of that monarch, by marriage v'itli JMaria 
Louisa, should have taken his farewell of the Na- 
tional Guard, precisely on the anniversary of the too 
famous 21st January, after twenty-five years of terror 
and disgrace — of hope, of glory and reverse. On the 
morrow, he set out to join the army ; but, alas! his 
journey was not so long as it used to be, before 
reaching head- quarters. Eastern France was already 
occupied by five Jiundred thousand men, and Napo- 
leon had wherewith to oppose this host only, at most, 
one hundred thousand ; l)ut his genius, far from 
failing him, seemed to renovate its youthful vigour 
in this terrible conjuncture. 

Meantime, the congress at Chatillon-sur-Seine had 
opened, where assembled, the Duke of Vicenza, as 
representative of France ; Lords Aberdeen, Gath cart. 
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and Stewart, British enr^s; Count Eazoumouslc}', 
on the part of Russia; Count Stadion, on that of 
Austria : and Count de Humboldt, from Pnissia. As 
I received the most perfect intelligence on whateTer 


Vicenza demanded an armistice on the opening of 
the congress, according to the usual practice while 
negotiating treaties of peace. This Napoleon both 
desired and greatly wanted, to repair former losses, 
and to prevent the fresh disasters of immediate war* 
fare. But, instructed hy past experience, the allies 
resolved to continue military operations, andanswcrcd 
the proposal of an armistice ly requiring the imme- 
diate siraature of the propositions of pacification. 
These, however, were no longer the proposals of 
Frankfort. The allies now established, as a basis of 
. * ■ ’ • Tlipy 

: ' ' : sethis: 

, ' • cted in 

the same manner? • 

To judge accurately of Nnpoleoh’s conduct, iu 
reference to these pacific negotiations at ChAtilloii, 
we must take especially into account the organization 
which he had received from nature, and understand 
the ideas which that organization had supcricdiiced 
upon his mind during his youthful years. If we 

• '.i .i «• that conduct 

he owed his 

his scl^U amb 
and ‘profound 
there might h: 
failed to convi 

incompatible with the necessities of France. Jl, upon 
this occasion, he was the victim of his ambitious 
views, it must be attributed to himself alone.- Ho 


XAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


149 


has said, .at St Helena, in speaking of the conferences 
of Chalillon, — “ A sti-oke from Heaven could alone 
have saved us; for to treat, to conclude, u'.as to g’ive 
up like- a fool to the enemy.” Napoleon is beheld 
nndisg'uiscd in these words. He w.as‘ deeply .read in 
the history of the great men of .antiquity ; and ^^dlat 
lie had chiefly sought to discover in his studies aims 
the means by AA'hich these men had become great. 
He had not foiled to rcmai'k, that a vast military 
renoAATi bears much farther the name of the possessor, 
than the most successful labours of peace, extensive 
knoAA'ledge, or the noblest effort to contribute to the 
happiness of mankind. ,Ho\a' often lias he said to me, 
Avhile laiiching forth into some of the historical dis- 
quisitions in Aidiicli he loved to indulge, — “ WIio, at 
this day, Icnou's the names of that populace of kings 
AA'ho have passed from thrones upon Ai'liicli chance or 
birth had placed them ? They lived and died in 
obscurity. Painfully arc their names sought in Avorm- 
eaten archives; or a medal — a coin, found among 
rubbish, barely reveals to the learned the existence 
of a king, of ndiom they had never he.ard. On the 
contrary, speak of Cyrus, Alexander, C.a;s.ar, Miihomet, 
Charlemagne, Henry IV, oi’ Louis XIV, and Ave are 
instantly among acquaintance.” From all this he had 
draiA-n, as it aamim, an historic,al corollary, — never to 
sign a disadAMnt.ageous peace. Hoav then conclude a 
shameful peace, Avhich not only stripped France of 
AA'Iiat Napoleon , had added to her dominion, but of 
that Avhich she. had confided, to his genius, to his 
great military talents, and to his fortune ? He enter- 
tained an intimate conviction, Avliich never for a 
moment had I seen laid aside, that, aamim once the 
illusion produced by liis triumphs to be destroyed, 
the charm and the enthusiasm so many prodigies had 
aivakened in a brave and generous people, Avould 
disappear Avitli its cause. “ France,” he Avould often 
say, “ received me as her chief, from the arms of 
victory : if conquest forsake me, France Avill return 
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lo llic dcsccntlanfs of Hcn^ IV.” ’ Many nrre thf* 
illusion*, in every period of liis career, with uliicli 
Bon.aparfe impeded upon others, as to his position, 
but never, save in rare instances, did he impose upon 
himself. Deprived of its military foundation, his 
^eafness necessarily fell ; and of this he n-as fully 
aivare. To occupy the brilliant station in the pages 
of history to which he aspired, a tarnished croun 
^ M'as to him no crown. Dnrjnjj the )ong space passed 
in his intimacy, even when his glory stood beyond 
disjiiitc, ei’er did I find him fatigued and disgusted 
ivith the labours of civil administration. ^Vhat, then, 
must have been his aversion to engage in arrange* 
merits for the humiliation of his beautiful France? 
Once, when Caulainconft pressed him to make 
sacrifices, he exclaimed, " Ooorage may defend » 
cron n— infamy, neverl” 

Such were the dispositions with which Xapolcon 
set out for the army. Soon after bis firrival, the 
conferences at Chdtillon commenced. The Duke of 
Vicenza, conrinced that he must no longer count 
“upon 'the nathral limits of France gr.nnted by the 
DccLiration of Frankfort, as the basis of negotiation, 
■UTOte for new powers. The Congress opened on the 
5th of February ; on the Ctb, there svas no sitting ; 
but, on the 7tfa, the plenipotentiaries of the allied 
powers declared themselves categorically. They drew 
xiji a protocol, that, in consequence of the success 
which had attended their arras, France should be 
confined within her ancient limits, such as these 
were under the monarchy, before the Revolution ; 
that France should renounce all influence beyond her 


different from the one sent to Frankfort to our envoy, 
M. de St Aignan, appeared so extraordinary to M. 
dc Catilaincourt, that it obliged him to request a 
Mispcnaion of proceedings, the conditions being of a 
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nature which did not authorize him to proceed imme- 
diately. The plenipotentiaries acceded to his wi.sh, 
and adjourned the meeting till eight o’clock the same 
evening. In this night sitting, the Duke of Vicenza 
declared his willingness to make the greatest sacrifices 
for peace, however remote the propositions of the 
allies, as explained that morning, had been from the 
terms offered at Frankfort; but requiring a definite 
statement of those sacrifices, and of the compensations 
to bo given in return. This was, indeed, fulfilling . 
his rccent instructious to prolong the discussions, and 
to gain time; but the duke has been unjustly accused 
of opposing the peace, and throwing unimportant and 
even trifling obstacles in the way. Such were the 
private instructions of the Emperor. 

On the follou’ing day, some success obtained by 
the allies, and their capture of Troyes and Chalons, 
determined Napoleon to empower his plenipotentiary 
to state, “ That he was ready to consent to the 
ancient limits of France, provided the allied powers 
immediately consented to an armistice,” This would 
have exactly suited Napoleon; time would have 
been gained. The East and the North would have 
risen; reinforcements could have arrived from the 
south of France; and he should have been able to 
bring up his troops from Spain and the German 
fortresses ; besides, fortunate cliances might present 
themselves, and, to a certainty, intrigues might be set 
on foot. On the 9th of February, this une.xpected 
proposal U’as laid before the Congress by Caulain- 
court; and M. de Razouraowsky, convinced that 
England u^ould accede, her object in the surrender of 
Antwerp, and the evacuation of Belgium, being thus 
attained, demanded,, in the . name of the Emperor 
Alexander, a suspension of the discussions. But the 
allies rejected this subterfuge of Napoleon; and they 
did right. He had given his ambassador to understand, 
that the first word of the allies was not to be taken 
as an ultimatum ; that he must reply b}' assuming 
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tiie proposftions of Frankfort, -and demanding an 
armistice ; but that their ansirer even to' this^was 
not to be an uUimatnm. « There are many other 
concessions,’’ he added in his letter; « but, jf the 
allies are satisfied, yon may close ; if not, the terms 
will afford room for discussion.” In the same letter, 
occurred the following remarkable expression, which 
describes the irhole intention of the Emperor, ~ 
“ You may go, nerhally, as far as you judge con- 
venient; and, when you shall have obtained a positive 
ultimatum, refer to'yonr government, for final in- 


. f 

despatched to him had been stopped and detained for 
a long time by several general onicers in the Hussian 
army, who had forced from him his papers, which had 
not been delivered to the duke till tairty-six hours 
afterirards, at Cliauraont. 'Cuulaincourt justly com- 
plained of this infraction of the rights of nations, and 
of established usages, as the only cause of delay in 
’ • ■' '* ” ■’ laid before 

i • ■ * , which tbo 

• , • le allies at 

Frankfort, from which they had receded without 
comprehensible motives.’* He, howe^tr, was careful 
not to communicate his secret orders , — to insist — to 
demand all, in order to obtain nothinp. Ho then 
inserted a long note in the protocol, setting forth all . 
the' commonplaces about the balance of power, the 
partition of Poland, the inferiority to which France • 
would he reduced, compared with Austria or Itussia, 
by accepting the new kasis proposed by the allies, 
namely, her ancient limits before the Jlevolution j 
and maintained, w’ith truth, that, without France, 
the balance of power could not be presemd. Ho 
continued to state, in support of these yieus, that 
Belgium, and the right bank of the Rhine, haring 
been constitutionally united to France, and recognized 
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by existing’ treaties, the Emperor neither could, 
nor would, consent to their dismemberment. To 
these propositions of Napoleon, the allies replied, 
that they contained nothing distinct or definite, as 
respected, the preliminaries presented by them on 
the 17th February, and which Avere to have been 
answered on the 28th, after the term of ten days 
fixed upon by Caulaincourt himself: they, therefore, 
proposed breaking np the Congress. To proA'ent this, 
the dulce replied verbally, “ I. That Napoleon AA-as 
ready to renounce all influence beyond the limits of 
France. 2. To aclcnoAA'ledge the independence of 
Spain, Italy, SAA’itzerland, Germany, and Holland ; 
and to malce such concessions to England as should 
be judged necessary, and for a reasonable equiA’alent.” 

Upon this dechiration, the'sitting immediately broke 
up Avithout replj% Nor n-as this to be AA’ondcrcd at. 
What did Bonaparte comprehend under the limits of 
Fi’ance ? Those, unquestionably, AA’hich ho had been . 
offered, but refused, at Fnankfort, and which the 
allies noAA" retrenched to the limits of the monarchy. 
And what AA’as the “ reasonable equiA’alent expected 
from England ?” Is it surprising that this obscurity 
and vagueness inspired no confidence ? In fact, three 
days after this sitting of the. 10th of March, the allies 
declared, that they could not enter upon the discus- 
sion of the verbal protocol of the French minister, 
and demanded from him, AAntliin tAventy-four hours, 
an explicit declaration for or against the treaty pro- 
posed by them, that the limits of France should be 
those of the monarchy, before the Revolution, or to 
propose a counter project. Ahvays. guided by his 
secret instructions, the Duke of Vicenza inserted in 
the protocol an ambiguous reply, at the same meeting 
of the 13th March. The allies ansAvered by repeating 
their demand. The former then requested a suspen- 
sion of the 'meeting till eight the same evening’ . 
Avhich, after some discussion, Avas granted. The 
meeting having vesumed, M. de Caulaincourt, much 
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to tlic sxirprise of all, said he M'dild pve in a cotinter 
project, but could cot finish it before the cvenin'T of 
the or Diorain^ of the I5th March. The aUics 
^rere pressed, but, from personal consideration to the 
French envoy, said they would adjourn to the morninjr 
of the 15th. On that occasion, to the astonishment 
of all, in this cc • • ' ’ • i .1 

duke modified n 

£niperor was to • ' 

Italy, his suprema*^ over Switzerland, and, to rcco'r- 
rize the independence of Spain; bnt the crown of 
the kingdom of Italy was to be guaranteed to Prince 
Eugene Napoleon, The Princess Eliza was also to 
retain the sovereignty of Lucca and Piombino, and 
the Prince of Neufchatel fais principality; the Grand 
Duke of Berg (son of Louis) was also to retain pos- 
session of his dueby; the King of Saxony to be 
reinstated in bis kingdom; and the Ionian Isles were 
to belong to the kingdom of Italy, Tie gwater 
part of these conditions were receixed with derision 
liyithe allies. It became evident that N.apoleon had 
never intended to treat seriously of peace at ChitiUon. 


fearing Iest*they should stdl bccomo the victims of 
the crafty policy of Napoleon, inserted in the proto- 
col, during the sitting of the 18tb, their reasons for 
rejecting altogether the propositions of the French 
minister. For my own part, so convinced xi'as I 
that Napoleon had no intention to conclude peace 
upon any ^inciple of concession, that, on the 13th, 


morning of the 14tb, having visited Talleyrand, 1 
expressed the same opinion; upon which hejmt into 
my hand Caulaincourt’* letter, stating that “Iiapoleon 


NAPOLEOX BONAPARTE. 


155 


had given him a carte blanche to save the capital, 
and to avoid a battle, by which n onld be compromised 
the last resources of the nation.” This appeared 
very positive ; but the assurance did not alter my 
opinion for a moment. Having read the letter, I 
returned it, with the remark, “ He will not sign.” 
M. dc Talleyrand could not help saying that he thought 
me obstinate in my belief ; but he judged of the 
Emperor from his present position, while I formed 
my opinion from Bonaparte’s character. Napoleon, 
I was convinced, -would sacrifice all, rather than his 
glorj”, and valued less his crown than the preservation 
of its lustre. 

In fact, on the iOth, the plenipotentiaries of the 
allies, perceiving that all these diplomatic stratagems 
had evidentl}' no other object than to gain time ; and 
likewise struck with the inconsistency of Napoleon’s 
refusing, for a definitive ])eace,what he had proposed 
to grant for a simple .armistice, declared the negotia- 
tions with the French government terminated. The 
allied powers added, through their representatives, 
that,' faithful to the principles they had announced, 
they would never lay down ai’ms, until these principles 
had been recognized and admitted by the French 
government. The issue of these grand debates was 
tluis refen-ed to the chances of war — chances but 
little favourable to tbe man Avhose genius then strove 
against Europe in arms. The successes of the allies, 
during the negotiations, had opened the road to Paris ; 
while Napoleon, ever hoping that fortune would yet 
return to bless his standard, supplied the want of 
numbers, against these armed masses, by the most 
skilful manoeuvres which, perhaps,- his genius ever 
imagined. An excessive love of fame proved his 
ruin; he shrunk from the necessity of signing what 
he conceived to be his own shame ; and he had his 
desire : he could say, “ All is lost, save glory.” Jlis 
glory will be immortal. 

■ But, before entering upon my usual slight details 
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of battles, and of the memorable operations in Cham- 
pagne, I shall relate a singular conversation between 
Alexander and one of our gfeneraU, most faithfully- 
reported to me, which tbroirs light upon the views 
of.the allies, relative to the government of France, 
before the fall of the empire. I have always been 
Convinced— a conviction strengthened by all their 
subsequent acts — that, in entering France, the allies 
had no intention of re-establishing the Courbons, or 
of imposing upon the French any government what- 
soever. They entered to destroy, not, to found: 
what they unshed to destroy, in the commencement 
of their success, was the supremacy of Napoleon. In 
the early period of that bloody struggle, they had not 
even thought of. any one to govern in France : it 
little mattered to them who was chief of that govern- 
ment, provided it was not Napoleon, nor any member 
of his family. This opinion 1 entertained, in common 
w*ith many of the best informed men to England, 
w ith w horn I had more than once occasion to corres- 
pond. 

These principles were so decidedly those of the 
allies in 1814, tliat they were manifested still more 
solemnly at a later period, when the Bourbons had 
alreadyreignedmorethanaycarinFrnnce. Thetreaty 
of Vienna, concluded on the 25th March, 1615, bore, 
that “ The allied powers have no other object than to 
take from Bonaparte the possibility of renew ing his 
attempts to seize the sovereign power in France.” 
One month, day for day, follow ing the signature of 
the treaty of Vienna, — and certainly circumstances 
were then very different from those of 1814,— the 
Prince Regent of England -declared to the British 
Parliament, that there was no intention to impose 
upon France any government in narticnlar. 

General Regnier had been talcen prisoner at the 
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Alexaiidcr, B-as received by that monarch -with his 
customary condescension. On arriving in Paris, tlie 
jreneral came to the Duke dc Rovigo’s, vrith whom I 
happened to be dming that day, and in my presence 
related the conversation I noAv report. “ Having 
inquired of Alexander,” said the general, “ whether 
he had any message for Napoleon, who, knowing I 
had seen his majesty, would not fail to put many 
questions ; the emperor replied, that he had nothing 
particular to say to him. He added, ‘ I am Napoleon’s 
friend, but personally have much to complain of; the 
allies, too, wish to have nothing more to do with 
him : as to other matters, we have no intention to 
impose any person upon France ; only, the allies are 
determined' no longer to recognize Napoleon as 
Emperor of the French. As for myself,’ added 
Alexander, ‘ I can no longer have any confidence 
in him — he has deceived me too often.’ Regnier 
made such observations as his attachment to Napoleon 
dictated, and asked, — “ But, if the resolution bo 
persisted in, to remove him from power, who is to be 
appointed in his room ?” — “ Does it not belong to 
you,” answered Alexander, “ to appoint a successor? 
why not name some one else to govern the French 
nation ? All depends upon yourselves. We have no 
desire, I repeat, to impose any one upon you ; but 
W'e will not have him.” Subsequentlj'^, there ensued 
a discussion on the claims of several generals, to all 
of which Regnier opposed well grounded difficulties. 
“ Well, then, general,” said Alexander, “ have jmu 
not Bernadette ? voluntarily elected Prince-Royal of 
Sweden, might he not be chosen in like manner by 
the French also ? He is your countryman ; to the 
S\vedes he was a stranger.” Regnier, whose character 
Avas firm and composed, presented many reasons in 
opposition, which I do not rioAv remember, but AA'hich 
at'the time appeared to me Avell founded. Alexander, 
upon this, Avith mai’ked displeasure, put an end to 
the conversation, by saying, “ The fate of arms AA'ill 
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then decide it.” * . I n'as by ■ no -means surprised 
by the first assurances .-of Alexander, during this 
interview’, being well aware that the allies had firmly 
resolved not to suffer Napoleon ttf remain master of 
France. As to the latter part of the conversation 
about Bernadotte, it tallied with what I have already 
stated of the interview at Abo ,on the 28th August, 
1812. But the moment approaches when I shall have 
to revert to the subject. <“ ■. 

The campaign in which the important .question 
was to be decided. Whether Napoleon should continue 
master of France ? required from him a system of 
tactics different from all the W’arlikc operations in 
which he had yet been engaged. He was now' reduced 
to the defensive; and, instead of acting upon apian 
established previously,hisdispositioDsw’ere constantly 
to be modined and rendered subordinate to the more> 

I ' • • • • , f ’ . _ 
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fifteen thousand men, he kept in check for twelve 
hours eighty thousand Russian*. This battle was 




• General Rcgnier served with<lMt5nction in ami in 

all the European campaign*, i-spociany in that of Saxonj-. He 
was an excellent officer, and much attached to liis imperial 
master. He died stion after the above comemtion, m hile on the 
waj to rejoin Napoleon in Champagne. — TVa'n’ufor. 
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revisiting, as Emperor and King', and -with an army 
lately so powerful, those scenes which, thirty-fonr 
years before, had witnessed the mimic combats of 
our boyhood ! Then and there had he often said 
to me, “ I will do these Frenchmen of tliine all the 
mischief in my power.” The desire, indeed, had been 
changed; but destiny had registered its fulfilment; 
for now had he brought into the bosom of his beau- 
tiful France the legions of armed Europe. 

Kapoleon was in the Isle of Elba, when I yielded 
to a strong desire of visiting the battle field ofBricnne. 
The impressions of the scene are inseparable from the 
events n'hich gave them rise. I was here in the midst 
of blackened traces of a murderous conflict, on the 
very spot where I had so often been the sole com- 
panion of the boy whoso wayward destinies had thus 
led him, like a hunted beast, to the lair whence he 
had started. Where, now, were the numerous com- 
panions of the same season, and the same scone ? — 
how various their fortunes ! Our college was now 
to be distinguished only in its site ; the magnificent 
chateau of the Count de Brienne, to whom Bonaparte 
had so often paid his respects, bore traces of Avar and 
deA’astation, The death of the excellent proprietor 
upon a scaffold contributed not a little to inspire 
Napoleon AA'ith that horror of the Jacobins Avhich 
remained Avith him, undissembled and unmitigiited, 
through life. In following a devious course, Avhich, 
like my recollections, AA'as guided by no plan, I found 
myself in the dark and silent avenue Avhich conducted 
to the hermitage. Time, aided by revolutionary 
hands and the poAvder of the Cossacks, had noAv left 
.scarcely a vestige of the beautiful paintings, repre- 
senting the temptation of St Anthony, which had 
formed the delight of our youthful enthusiasm. Every 
AAdiere appeared simultaneously to my imagination, 
the boy Bonaparte, and the unhappy Napoleon. I 
wandered along the banks of that rapid stream, in 
whose waters I had so often bathed beside him AA’ho 
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had since filled the earlli with his name. I found 
a^aih the place n’hcre we were wont to plunge from 
the Lank into the erer cool wave, and could still 
recognize the willow be had planted over the spot 
where one of onr companions had perished. \Vh3r 
the one rather than the other? thought I. Had fate 
chosen for her Tictim the youngf Corsican, what a 
difference in the destinies of France — of the world 1 
Oil entering' the riJlage, I Mt as if airakened from a 
dream of sweet and bitter fancies. With the charm 


ness. 

_ In tn'o dajrs after the engagement n'bicli called forth 


hazard ,* for Kapoleon had a horse killed under him, 
and, at Bluchers side, a Cossack was struck donm 
by a shot. The operations of the Emperor’s actire 


thousand men and thirty pieces of cannon, c.iptured. 


battle every day, and freoiiciitly on several points at 
one and the same time. Tnus,ott the lltli, the Prince 
of Wirtembeig entered Sens, niy native city, after n 
most obstinate resistance; while General Boiirmont 
vigorously repulsed the enemy befoii? Nogent; and 
3 


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 161 

at IMontmorail, the Emperor defeated the TiRited corps 
of Generals Yorck and Sacken. 

After the battle of Champ- Anbert, the Emperor 
■was so elated by the success, that, at supper udth 
Berthicr, hlarmont, and AlsufiofF, he said, — “ Cou- 
ran:e, gentlemen ! another such victory, and I am 
upon the Vistula.” Observing that no , one replied, 
and thinking he read in the expression of the Mar- 
shals that they partook not in these hopes, he added, 
— “I see clearly, gentlemen, that you arc all tired, of 
war ; there is no longer any enthusiasm ; the sacred 
fire seems extinct within jmu.” Tlien, rising from 
table, and going tip to General Drouot, ti'ith the 
intention, by a marked compliment, to hint a censure 
upon the Marshals, — “ Is it not true, general,” asked 
he, clapping hint on the shoulder, “ there wants to 
success only a Inmdred men such as you ? ” Drouot 
replied, with as much spirit as approjiriatc modesty, 
— “ Say one hundred thousand, sire ! ” Tliis trait of 
Napoleon, u'hich so completely paints the man, I had, 
a snort time afterwards, from the two principal wit- 
nesses of this moment of aberration. 

Success, indeed, had rettirned, but only for a mo- 
ment; for how could it bo otherwise ? The loss of 
twenty men was to us as gi’cat as. of one hundred 
to tlie allies. Our recruits . could be raised with 
difi&culty, while the allied reinforcements, stationed 
along the whole route, from . the centre of Germany 
to the heart of France, ai'rived daily, and not only 
covered the losses inflicted by French valour, guided 
by the genius of Bonaparte, but unceasingly swelled 
the hostile ranks. The whole of February was -a 
series of combats — a succession of reverses and defeats ' 
nearly balanced. The activity, the enei'gies, and. the 
resoimces of the French chiet^ seemed inexhaustible. 
On the 10th, Marshal Bluchcr forced a coqis of the 
army to retreat, and on the morrow, was himself beaten 
at Vauchamp, by the Duke de Bagusa. The 17th 
and 18th were favourable, days; on the former, the 

VOL. IV. L .6 
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corps of WittgCDStein iras completely defeated at 
‘Villcnciire, with great loss in men and materiel, and 
that of General Wrede at Nangis ; and, on the latter, 
the Prince of Wirtembciw ^-as obliged to eracuate 
Ulontcreau, after a sorcre conflict. It presented an 
aiHicting spectacle thus to behold troops and leaders 
engaged against each other, who, only tiro years 
before, had fought under the same standard. But 


time to spare for the affairs of the interior. But 
already other subjects of disquietude had occurred, in 
the arrival, at St Jean dc Liiz, of the Duke d’Angoii- 
leme, nephew of Louis XVIII, in nhoso name bo 
issued a proclamation to the Prench .soldiers; nbiJe, 
on the 21st of the same month, the Count d’ Artois 
made his entry into Vesoiil. In the mean time, hosti* 
litles continued.oD a vast line of operation, u ith an 
always increasing animosity. In vain did our soldiers 
cover themselves with glory in so many combats ! 
Spite of theirprodigies of valonr, the masses thickened 
and bore down towards a centre. Thus is the oaglo 
finally strangled by the very cross d of his puny 
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of Silesia, which menaccil his roar. At the same 
time, Marslials Victor, Oiidinot, and ISIacdonald, 
advanced upon the route of the Atiho and the Seine. 
But the retreat of the allies was not a tlight. Ilavinp 
ex])erienced a reverse, they retired heyond the A<ihe, 
and waited for reinforcements, which soon euahhal 
them to resume the ofVensive. Many ■wei*o those 
who, from these successes, looked for peace; th(>y 
hoped that the Emperor of Austria mijxht he detached 
from the coalition, and would never consent that his 
dau^rhter should he driven from the throne of France. 
Tlicy were .speedily undeceived, hy the amhassador.s 
of England, Austria, Russia, and Frussia, siirnimr, at 
Chaumont, on the iirst of March, a lcai,^uc for twenty 
years, should that time he necessary, to force a peace, 
h}’^ which France should guarantee the iudeiJeudence 
and tran([uillily of Europe. Twenty yeans ! — thirty 
days sulliccd. 

Into the.se thirty day.s were crowded so many event. s, 
that a volume would he required to dijscriljc their 
history. Troyc.s, from which they had been lately 
driven, was recovered by the allie.s. And, during 
these tran.sactions, the Swedish army, commanded by 
the prince-royal, arrived on the frontiers of France. 
Bernadotte, 1 know from a private letter, kept saying 
to all who Avould listen, that the allie,s were firmly 
resolved to deprive Rapoleon and his family ofjiower. 
He spoke of the rc-e.stabli.shmcntof the Bourbons, not 
as a condition u'hich the allies would impose uiiou 
France, but as a measure likely enough — thus leaving 
room to return upon his ’svords, according to circum- 
stances, and the conference at Abo. The Swedish 
contiugent was no great affair for the allies : they 
wished it to be said, in their grand protestation, that 
Europe was armed against Napoleon. But once more, 
he astoni.shed Europe, thus leagued agaiust him; by 
crushing the forces of Bluchcr, on the 7th of March: 
the contest, however, was obstinate, and cost the 
conqueror dear. Marshal Victor Avas grievously 



1C4 


, MESrOIRS OP 


Ti’oundcd, as 'trerealso Generals Groucbyand Ferriere. 
But a great moral reaction ivas talking place upon the 
inhabitants of I’aris, by the proximity of warfare, 
the sight of the wounded, and of nomen, from the 

s . ■ • • • • • 
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Craonne had been accompanied by convoys of the 
grounded and the dying, who crowded the hospitals 
of Paris. Still, the Emperor continued to dispute 
tlie ground, foot by foot. But already had the Bake 


fatality seemed to have marked out for great eras in 
the destiny of Napoleon,) the second city in the 
empire*— uot. Rome, but Lyons— was occupied by 
the Austrian*, under GeneraJ Bubna. The same day, 
Napoleon recovered Arcis, on tbe Aube, and, on tlio 
morrow had a horse killed under him; for now he 


AVliile Napoleon thus made head against so many 
enemies assembled to overthrow his power, it may be 


Spanish princes at Valenccy. The Pope first 
released; and I saw the Duke de Rovjgo reiterate 
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conceive that they were retaineil at Vnlencey fill flio 
13th of March? 1 am quite aware, that Fenlinand 
neither insjiired nor merited any inf(‘rosf, hy reason 
of his unworthy treatment of his father, and heeause 
tiicstraiu/ccliaracicr which he would devcloji on the 
tJirone of Spain had heen already divined. Jhit the 
question was one merely of policy; and here the sound 
judgement of X.apoleon forsook him. lie ought to have 
linished with the gentry of Valencey, iiy sending 
them about their hnsiness, and brought his warlike 
troops instantly from the south, when the grand 
army of Germany began to be driven back even to 
the Rhine, and the confines of France. M’ith these 
veteran legions, and his own genius, it lay within the 
compass of possibility for Napoleon once again to 
b.alance fortune. But no! he looked to the nation, 
.and the nation was tired of him : Ilis cause had long 
ceased to be that of the country. 

The hast days of M.arch brought to Napoleon only 
a scries of c.alamitics. On the ‘23d, the rear-gnard of 
the French army sufTcred severe losses. Soon after. 
Prince Schwartzonberg p.assed the Aube, and marched 
upon Yitry and Chidous. Napoleon, reckoning upon 
the possibility'of defending Paris, pounced witli eager 
rapidit}' on the Austrian rc.ar, and seeing the army 
execute a retrograde movement, mistook it for a 
retreat: but no such thing; the movement became 
an adv<ancc upon P.aris, .and, at the same moment, 
Blucher directed his march to meet Schwartzenberg. 
Thus Napoleon, who had intended to intercept their 
retrc.at, found himself cut off from Paris. All now 
depended upon the defence of the capital ; or r.athcr, 
by sacrificing Paris, the existence of the shade of the 
empire might perhaps be prolonged a few’ days. 

On the 26th took place the conflict of Fere Chara- 
penoise, wherein valour could not long withstand 
numbers, and Marshals IMarmont and Mortier u'ere 
constrained to retire to Scz.anue ; and, on that d.ay 
— beg the reader to remark the date — Napoleon 
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experienced a loss, which, in his circumstances, was 
irreparable. During the combat of F^re Champe- 
noise, n as cantured, b;jr the allies, a convoy of n-ar- 
like stores, which consisted of an enormous fjiiantity 
of arms, ammunition, and cnnipments of all kinds, 
comprising almost the nholc of the materiel that 
remained to us. This acquisition was deemed so 
important by the enemy, that a bulfetin and order 


knew, as I have stated in the first Toliime of these 
Memoirs, that Napoleon always desired to be imme- 
diately informed of bad news. At this epoch, indeed, 
Napoleon was so unfortunate that all information, 
not anthenticated, was concealed as long as possible; 
but of the veracitv of the bulletin the marshal enter- 
tained no doubt; he, tlierefore, repaired io person to 
the imperial head-quarters, where be found the Em- 
peror preparing to recapture Vifi^, then occupied by 
the Prussians. To dissuade him from this now 
useless attempt, the marshal put Into his hand the 
fatal bulletin. This was on the morning of the 27th. 
Napoleon read, but could not credit the intelligence. 
“ No,” said he to the marshal, “ you arc deceived ; 
it cannot be true.” Then, having inspected the bul- 
letin u’ith much attention, “ Sec here,” resumed 
he eagerly, “ examine for yourself; to-day is the 27th, 
and the bulletin isdated the 29th. You must at once 
perceive that to be impossible; the bulletin is false 1” 
The marshal, who paid more attention to the con- 
tents than to the date, was stnick with astonishment ; 
but, having shewn the paper to Drouot, “Alas I 
marshal,” said the general, “ the information is but 
too true ; there is only a mistake of the press,-— the 
9 is a G reversed!” On nhat trifles do sometiines 
depend the mightiest events. A figure reversed 
sumced to maiotmn Napoleon’s dreams of empire ! 
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Henceforth it was easy to perceive that all must 
be at an ontl. On the 28th, the allies passed the 
Marne at Tripot, and the next day at Meaux, -where 
the divisions of Wredo and Saelcen renminod in 
position, in sjntc of the vi"oro»is attack by Avhich 
^larshal Mortier repulsed Oci\ei-al Yorck, at Clayc. 
The remainder of the 2f)th was devoted by tbe allies 
to completing; their dispositions forattacking; Paris on 
the morrow ; and by the two Marshals, Marmont and 
Mortier, to sell dearly their entrance into tlie capital. 
Tliey could not defend it with success ; a c.i]»itulation 
saved the city. This was imputed as a crime to 
I\Iarmont : Such is the justice of men ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

STATE OF PARTIES— DEFARTURE OF SIARIA LOUISA 

'fob BLOlS — JOSEPH BATTLE OF PARIS — MAR- 

UONT’s return WITHIN THE WALLS — NIGHT OF 
SO-SlST MARCH — CAPITULATION — ASPECT OP 
PARIS — ENTRY OF THE ALLIES — ENTHUSIASM- 
DISCUSSION ON THE FORM OF GOTERNUENT — TIEW5 
OP ALEXANDER — MODERATION OF THE ALLIES — 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT — DECREE OF THE SE- 
NATE-NAPOLEON DETHRONED. 

The graodces of the empire, and the nllost subjects 
of Napoleon, were diiideo, at this period, into two 
preat classes, h holly different from each other. TJio 
first class was composed of those men who had been 
tiie companions in arras, and, in many instances, the 
patrons, of Napoleon. Theirs was n priviJo'jod sept, 
whose raenibcrs, though bowed beneath tJio same 
yoke which sveighed upon nil, and though serving 
srith enthusiastic zeal the raan who had lifted them 


fine, before they gave her n master. They looked to 
tlie preservatiou of these ns a measure separable from 
the existence of the enmirc. Tlie other class, ron- 
fitituted of those whom I am inclined to term children 
of the empire, knew not a thought anterior to the 
present order of things. They beheld only Napoleon 
and the empire. In anient and adventurous youth, 
they had been called from the school to (he camp. 



KAPOI.EOir BONAPARTE. 


169 


l)y the voice of him Avho seemed to have predesti- 
nated them to that glory, honour, and fortune, vliich 
they courted above all things. Hence their devoted- 
ncss to the person of a single man: their willingness 
to hazard .all — compromise all — in order to prolong 
tlie political life of their cmjioror. Fortunately, on 
the other hand, the constituents of the former class 
those who had shed their blood on the fields fought 
prior even to the fame of General Bonaparte, or 
under his eye, and guided by his example, could not 
conceive that any single man, ndiatevcr might he his 
genius or his claims, ought to ho preferred to France. 
These men dreaded nothing so much ns the dangers 
of a ciHl war, and were ready to make every sacrifice 
for France. This distinction w.as not limited to the 
ranks of the army, but extended also to the high 
dvil functionaries of the state. The reader inll 
hear this iu mind, for it will assist to explain the 
conduct of those of olev.atcd lank, during the events 
of the end of March, 1814. 

It is impossible, witliout having witnessed their 
effects, to conceive the intensity of those passions 
which, at this period, agitated all minds in the capital, 
both for and against Hapolcon, before the name of 
tlie Bourbons had yet been pronounced. In fact, 
these princes had no part)'. To the new generation, 
they were almost totally uuknoivn : forgotten by 
manj' ; feared by those of the old conventionals by 
whom they u'ore still remembered, they possessed, in 
realitj’’, only the frail support of the drawing-rooms 
of the Fauxbourg St Germain, and of some remnant 
of the emigration. But as the emigration could put 
forth only unavailing wishes in favour of the ancient 
family of our kings, so it is very certain that this 
class contributed very little to the return of the Bour- 
bons. One thing, however, is clearly demonstrated, 
that the follies of the emigrants, and their absurd pre- 
tensions alone, rendered possible, in the folloAving 
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year, the return of Bonaparte, and the second exile 
ofLouis. In fact, at the end of March, 1814,beforelhe 
surrender of Paris, there rcijned in the public mind 
a longing for change; men knew well what they 
would not hare, but had not yet resolved on what to 
choose. 

The departure of the Empress from Paris was not 
decided upon till after considerable discussion. On 
the 28th of March, the Council of Regency assembled 
in an extraordinary meeting, where hlaria Louisa 
presided. Joseph strongly advocated her departure, 
grounding his opinion on a letter from the Emperor, 
which ordered, that, if Paris should be threatened, the 
Empress Regent and Council should retire to BIois. 
The arch-chancellor (Cambaceres) supported the same 
opinion, which was finally carried. It had been 
argued iu opposition, that, by remaining in Paris, the 
Empress was more likely to obtaiu farourablei terms 
from the allies ; or ereu, like her grandmother, Maria 
Theresa, by presenting herself uith her son to the 
people, rouse the citizens to the defence of the capital. 
This latter resolution, doubtless, wa« the more aaran- 
t;^feous to the interests of Napoleon; but, even if 
acted upon, could only have retarded for a feu* days 
an event which had now become inevitable. Still, it 
would have been productive of great diflicnlties ; W 
Joseph had few resources in case of emergency : the 
arch-chancellor desired to be gone, doubtless recol- 
lecting the comfortable prediction uttered by Bonaparte 
in my hearing, “ If the Bourbons return, you will be 
hanged;” so the Empress and Council, with the 
ordinaiT guards, set out for Blois. 

The Prince of BenoTento, (Talleyrand,) in quality 
of memher of the Council of Regency, likewise 
received orders to ^uit Paris on the 30th, but was 

t revented from passing tho barrier. I had called at 
U house, and, on his return, was there rvlth some 
other friends. At the time, the priucc was accused 
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of contrivin<r this agreeable restraint; I can as posi- 
tively deny the fact : .at all events, his conduct shewed 
prudent foresight. From Tallcyi’and’s I went to the 
Duke dc Rovigo, in the friendly intent of persuading 
him to remain, and to profit hj* his situation to secure 
himself from inconvenience. But he nnhesil.atingly 
refused, — with such exclusiveness had he attached 
himself to the fortunes of the Emperor. I found him 
seated before a large fire, burning all papers which 
might have compromised those wlio had served the 
pplico. These documents might have placed some 
obstacle in the ^vay of certain arrangements on the 
1st of April. 

•At the moment when the Empress departed, I 
observed many people looking out for a popular 
commotion and change of government; but all re- 
mained tranquil. No preparations were in progress 
for barricading the doors, unpaving the streets, or 
pouiang missiles and boiling water from the roofs. A 
great number of the inhabitants, hou’ever, u'cro think- 
ing of defence — not to maintain the government of 
Napoleon — but from that irritation which belongs to 
our national character. Tlie Parisians were indignant 
at the bare idea of beholding strangers masters of 
Paris, an event uncx.ampled since the reign of Charles 
VII. A thousand different reports ivere in the mean 
time flying about, chiefly concerning Joseph, u’ho, 
remaining in his capacity of Lieutenant-general of the 
empire, was said to be preparing to seize the supreme 
power. He had no energy for such an act; and, 
besides, he was no more wanted in Paris than he had 
lately been in Madrid. 

Meanwhile the crisis approached. Marmont and 
Mortier, as mentioned, had fallen back upon Paris 
on the 29th, in order to defend the approaches. 
Throughout the night, the watch and ward of the 
barriers, confided to the national guard, excluded all 
communication so completely, that not a single 
stranger penetrated within the city. .The tiTO 
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Polijniacs,* Ti’ho had escaped from their confinement 
at Vincennes some time before, and were then at 
Alexander’s head-quarters, made vain attempts to get 
admittance. The allies, liowever, M'ere informed of 
all that occurred in Paris ; and I knew aftem'ards, 
that the departure of hlaria Louisa hastened their 
resolution to bring the struggle to a close, hy re- 
doubling their efforts to enter the capital of France. 
On the evening of the S9th, hlarraont took up a 
position at St hlande, %vith hU right resting upon the 
Slame, uhile his left extended to Mortier’s right, 
whose troops were collected under the heights of 
Montmartre. 

The uhole inhabitants of Paris were roused at 
daybreak on tbc SOth by the sound of cannon ; in a 
short time, the plain of St Denis appeared covered 
udth the allied army, uhose columns poured into it 
from all points. The heroism of our troops could 
not udthstand such numerical superiority; nevcrthc- 


manner worthy of our veteran soldiers. The efforts 
of Marmont during that day, would suffice to render 
immortal the name of any commander, llis troops 
srere reduced to between seven and eight thousand 
infantry, and eight hundred horse ; with this handful 
of brave men, he maintained his ground for the space 
of tu elve hours, against an army of one hundred and 
fifty thousand men, of « liom, we are assured, fourteen 
tliousand ucrc killed or wounded. He was to ho 
found in the thickest of the fight ; a dozen of men 
were bayoneted by his side, and his hat was shot 
through. Put ^vhat could possibly be done against 
OTcru helming numbers ? 

* TLe brothers who fipirw! in the trial of Georges tod Piehe- 
pro, the only survivor «? whom figures stjl more ilbgracifully 
at present. — Translator. 
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In tins state of things, the Duke of Ragnsa informed 
.Tosepli of his situation, whoso note, as follows, is 
imiiortant, when connected with subsequent events : 

“ If Marshals the Dukes of Ragusa and Treviso 
can hold out no longer, they are authorized to nego- 
tiate with Prince Schwartzenberg and the Emperor 
of Russia, M'ho are in their front. Joseph. 

“ Montmartre, the 30f/t March, 1814. 

a quarter past mid-day. 

- “ They will retire upon the Loire.” 

It was not till long after having received this for- 
mal authorization to treat, that the French generals 
ceased their obstinate resistance against the allied 
ai-my, since the suspension of hostilities did not take 
place till four in the afternoon. Joseph, as is well 
known, exactly at a quarter’ past twelve, — that is, 
immediately after despatching the authority in ques- 
tion, made the best of his way for the road to 
Versailles, thence to proceed to Ramhouillet. This 
precipitate flight astonished nobody, except some few 
who did not know him ; but several olficers of his 
staff were sufficiently displeased at being made partners 
therein, as they at first imagined he was going to 
talve up a nen' position in order to defend the bridge 
at Neuilly. , In these circumstances, to save Paris, 
which could not be defended two hours longer, had. 
become the only desirable measure. ■ And when 
Marmont signed the suspension, which ended in the 
capitulation of the ensuing morning, he merited a 
civic croM'n, rather than reproaches. I have still 
before my mind’s eye, that general’s appearance on 
the evening of the 30tli March, when he retired to 
his house, in Paris, from the field of battle. We 
were some twenty people, among whom appeared 
Perregaux and Lafitte, who received him in the 
green drawing-room, which, with its inmates at that 
moment, is now present to my I’ecoUection. Wlien 
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Here a discussion ensued on the necessity of sig^inj 
the capitulation. This appeared to be the universal 
sentiment : the marshal nill yet recollect, that there 
arose but one cry around him — “You must save 
France ! ” The prefect of -tlie department of the 
Seine, who was present at this meeting', well aware 
of what ought to be the sole duty of the chief ma^s- 
trate of the capital, decidedly expressed his intention 
to repair, in the course of the night, to the head- 
quarters of the allies, at the head of the municipal 
body. I applauded highly this prudent resolution,' 
and M. du Chabrol was fully alive to the immense 
responsibility that would be incurred, if he did not 
exert every effort to save Paris from the horrors of 
pillage, to n hich it would have been exposed by a 
protracted and vain resistance. Perregnux and Lafatto 
strongly expressed their opinion to the same effect; 
this opinion, too, they declared to be that of the publici 
—of whose sentiments none could be better intormed 
than these celebrated financiers,— and that, in short, 
France ivas n cary of the yoke of Bonaparte. This 
last proposition placed the question then to bo dis- 
cussed upon a much broader batis; now, not merely 
the c.apitulation of P.iris, but a change in the govern- 
ment, urns to be considered, and,' for the first time, 
occurred the name of the Bourbons. I do not recollect 
who, of all present, upon hearing proposed tlic rcc.!!! 
of the ancient dynasty, rcm.ir]ced upon the many 
diillculties opposed to » restoration, without a return 
to the past ; but I remember perfectly that M. Lafittc 
replied, in answer to this objection, — “ Gentlemen, 
wc can have nothing to ft*ar, if we obtain a good 
constitution uhich shall guarantee the rights of all.” 
This prudent remark conciliated the mjjorlly of the 
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assembly of the green dran-ing-room, and influenced 
not a little the conduct of- the marshal. 

Meanwhile this memorable conference u'as likely . 
to be disturbed by an unexpected incident, — the arriral 
of an aide-de-camp from the Emperor. Napoleon, 
having learned the movement of the fillies upon Paris, 
had in all haste posted- from the banks of the Marne 
to the road for Paris, by Fontainbleau, and already, 
at Froidmanteau, had expedited this envoy to the 
marshal. The language of this officer clearlj^ shewed 
that things were viewed very, differently at head- 
quarters and in Paris. He expressed his indignation 
at the bare idea of ■ capitulation, and announced, with 
incredible assurance, the speedy arrival of Napoleon 
in Paris, which he still hoped to save from occupation. 
At the same time, we were given to understand, 
that Napoleon reckoned upon every spebies of defence 
being resorted to by an insurgent population. This 
address, and these proposals, I answered in terms of 
our own resolution,- representing all such outrageous 
means of opposition as folly. The majority of those 
present seconded these opinions, and their reception 
was finally unanimous. At a later period, the miirshal 
said to me, speaking of the transactions of which I 
hav-e now given a faithful recital, — “ I am blamed, 
my dear friend ; but you were in my house on the 
30th of March, and you there witnessed what were 
the sentiments of the choice of the population of Paris. 
I acted as I did only because 1 beheld assembled 
around me those who were entirely disinterested — 
men who had nothing to expect from the return of 
the Bourbons.” 

The capitulation of Paris' saved France. It has- 
been said, indeed, that, had the capital held out 
another day, the allies would have been ruined ; that; 
they had fired their last cartridge ; and that the 
approach of Napoleon with his army would havei 
rendered the plain of St Denis their Caudine forks.. 
These stories wherewith to amuse children, .and the 
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fine discovery of the irant of ammunition, ivcre never 
heard of till lony after, iilnlc at the time it n-as 
evident to ail, that Paris conld not have held out for 
tn’o hours longer. A fearful conflict might, doubt- 
less, have been maintained in the streets, but burning 
and sacking ivould have been the consequences ; 
Napoleon would not the less hare fallen, leaving as 


us; and nithin forty-eight hoars not a musket nas 
fired. Napoleon had every where exacted immense 
contributions; in 1814, not a halfpenny of contribu- 
tion was levied. The capitulation of Paris, too, was 
unquestionably more honourable to France, than had 
been auy one of those formerly signed by ber enemies, 
when our rictorious troops entered their capitals, 
which h.ad surrendered without resistance.* The 
night passed away in quietness; for, all being informed 
of tho suspension of anas after the SOth, men bemn. 
to breathe again. Still, the future was jnvolrca in 


iKjuer tor jjoiiaparte. inis, atiovc all things, was to 
be avoided, if a durable peace were desired. Afiaira, 
liowcvcr, in the first instance, promised not unfavour- 
ably for these vicn s. But their opponents, those who 


lu Hike ueiu lu lue iiou,— me uii e\en susiaiiini a uoiiiii.-iiijiiietj i, 
—can never Lc said to have surrendered without resistance— 
Translalor. 
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supported a new or a more ancient order of things, 
were encouraged by the certainty, that the Emperor 
Alexander had determined against Bonaparte, and all 
his family ; for his remark to General Regnier had not 
remained a secret. 

On the morning of the 31st, from daybreak, Paris 
presented quite a novel spectacle’. Scarcelj’^ had the 
French troops, under Colonels Fahvier and Denys, 
marched from the city, when, from all its richest and 
most respectable quarters resounded shouts of “ Down 
Avith Bonaparte ! No moi’e conscription ! No more 
consolidated imposts ! ” With these cries mingled 
that of “ Long live the Bourbons ! ” But this last 
was not so frequently repeated as the others, and, in 
general, I observed, that the populace heard and 
looked on u'ith a sort of inditference. I walked forth 
early to examine the state of things. Numerous 
groups were formed: females were tearing their 
handkerchiefs, and distributing the fragments as 
symbols of the recovered lily : but I confess these 
manifestations e.xercised but small influence over my 
mind. -Some hours after, I met a cavalcade, in the 
square of Louis XV, traversing the streets, distri- 
buting white cockades, and shouting, “ Long live 
the king ! Long live Louis XVIII !” At the head 
of this train, were several of the ancient nobles, among 
whom I recognized Sosthenes de la Rochefoucauld, 
Count de Froissard, the Duke de Luxembourg, the 
Duke de Crussol, Seymour, &c. In a little time, a 
pretty numerous crowd was thus collected, which 
rushed tumultuously towards the Place Vendome. 
What ensued there is well known ; nor can the first 
excess of a joy, legitimate in itself, excuse the insults 
offered to the statue of a man whose misfortunes, 
merited or not, ought to have formed a protection 
against such outrages. These insults, moreover, 
affected also the army of France, which yet acknd’iv- 
ledged Napoleon, and irritated the partizaus whom 
he still nnmbered in Pai’is. ' It answered the purpose, 

VOL. IV M 
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hoTi’ever, of one parly, to make these nnroanly pro- 
ceedings pass for an expression of public sentiment, 
since Count Nesselrode had demanded proofs that 
the Bourbons were supported by the population of 
Paris, before he would engage to second their cause 
•with his master, \ 

A meeting, less public indeed, but scarcely less 
tumultuous, had meanwhile assembled in the liotcl of 
Count Moefontaine, who, in consequence, presided. 
Here, after the most violent and ridiculous motions, 


listened, proposed instantly to send^ a deputation to 
the Emperor Alexander, who had his head-quarters 
in the hotel Talleyrand, Here I was present u'hen 
the deputation arrived, consisting of the primoser of 
the measure, ]SL de Ferrand, Choiseul, and Chateau- 
briand, who, on that very day, had become, ns it were 
the precursor of the Restoration by his admirable 
pamphlet,— ilenapar/e and the Jiottrbons. IJe had 
indeed consented to join the deputation, hut nothing 
could Induce him to speak. Tnese gentlemen were 
not introduced to Alexander, hut had a conference 
with Nesselrode, who said, " 1 have just quitted tho 
Emperor : I guarantee his intentions return ; and say, 
Louis XVIII. will re-ascend the throne of France.” 
This. happy, news, when announced, redoubled, if 
po«sible, too tumult in the hotel Morfontalue; nor 
M it to be conjectured when or how it might have 
ended, li.ad not M. Talon proposed that they should 
sally forth to epreid their lights. I unite my grief 
to theirs who lament the stigma brought on oar 

national glo’" ; — f.. •' .■* 

with those '■ *, , ■ ■ ■ 

suitors of 1 ■■ • ’ • ■ • i 

Alexander! I ^ * , i ■ 

Bonaparte I” mc.ant only, "Long live our places! 
Our pensions for ever I God bless our noble seVes 1” 



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


179 


r do not by this intend to blame the explosion 
of feeling wbicli accompanied Alexander along the 
ndiole of the Boulevards, -wben be entered iis a con- 
queror into Paris. The French beheld in him the 
hope of a happier futurity ; they sam, indeed, an army 
of foreigners marching into their capital, but each 
soldier Avearing on his arm a Avhitc scarf, in token of 
reconciliation and peace. Yet I would have liad more 
of decent sobriety : there is a certain dignity never 
to be departed from, and a national gravity Avhich 
commands respect : above all, I Avould have had 
forbearance towards a tallen poAvor. HoAvever this 
maybe judged, the certain truth is, that the allies, 
as they marched A’ictorions into Paris, Averc I'oceived 
with enthusiastic acclamations. INIen may approve 
or blame, but cannot deny, this fact. I observed all 
AAntli close attention, and AA’ith deeper feelings than 
curiosity ; for I remarked an expression of a senti- 
ment, whose existence might haA'c been long foreseen. 
Greatness seemed to haA’c unseated reason in the 
mind of Bonaparte. Whoever carefully folloAA’s the 
series of acts during the last four years of the empire, 
AAdll readily perceive, that, from the period of his 
alliance AA'ith the daughter of the Cresars, the admini- 
strative forms of the empire became daily more seA'ere 
and'oppressivc. In the intoxication of conquest, or the 
recklessness of reverse, one senatorial decree folloAved 
another,- with a rapidity AA’hich almost decimated the 
population, incessantly hurrying more Icaucs beyond 
the frontiers ; AA’hile to these most disproportionate 
requisitions AA^as added an unfeeling irony. St Jean 
d’Angcly dared to maintain,, that the conscription 
favoured population. I haAm already mentioned the 
attenapt of the legislative body, in 18 13, to emci’ge from 
its mute state, and to give a lesson to him aa’Iio had 
never taken' one. What AA^as the consequence ? The 
gendarmes received orders to prevent the •return of 
the deputies to their House of Assembly. All these 
things were remembered, and tended to exasperate the 
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spirits of men on the 81st ofSIarch. The iUusions,also, 
of an unexampled career were now daily sufferin" a 
rude dispersion; the glory which had surrounded the 
imperial throne, ceasing to dazzle, allowed the eye 
to perceive, that it was based on a mere pageant, 
blaster of France hy the sword, bi^apoleon no longer 
enjoyed right or claim, when that sword was dimmed 
and sheathed, since not one popular institution had 
identified u’ith the nation the new dynasty which he 
had aspired to found. The national admiration only, 
not attachment, had followed him even in liis best 
days. We love not where W’C fear; and Napoleon 
had done nothing to merit the affections of France. 

.Having thus examined the aspect of Paris, and 
.4 4i . * » . ■»>. ' » ■'hastened 

. . • • • hotel of 

I . ; *fore the 

Emperor Alexander, who arrived about n quarter 
past one. Immediately after, began those political 
discussions, upon which so many interests srere 
depending, ana which continued till three o’clock. 
In the existing state of things, only one of threo 
arrangements was practicable: 1. To make peace 
M’ith ^'apolcon, unaer all possible securities; 8. To 
establish a regency; 3. To recall the Bourbons. As 
to Bernadottc, no one would have him; not tliat 
objections rested against his personal character, but 
because, on one hand, a cloud of rivals would havo 
risen up around him, and civil war might have been 

I . ■ , 


iiiu'iiiiuii, iiui usieimoiy loiiiuuencc llio govenimeni 
ivlnch Franco might select for herself, he nhvaj's 
inclined towards his former design in favour of 
Bernadottc, as explained ill the interview* at Abo. 
As to Moreau, It is ouite a gratuitons supposition, that 
the czar ever intenued to support him lu any i iew ho 
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might have entertained of placing himself at the head 
of affaii-s in France. At all events, the c.annon hall at 
Dresden had settled the question. The events which 
he had that morning ■witnessed in his progress through 
the capital, had confirmed the Russian monarch in 
tlie determination he had formed since the campaign 
of Moscow, to overturn, should that ever he possible, 
the dynasty of Napoleon. But, though the crisis had 
now arrived, Alexander, like most of those op])Osed to 
Bonaparte,had resolved upon what was to ho put down, 
without having any fixed ideas of the system to ho 
established. I assisted at .all the conferences. MHien 
Alexander entered the saloon, the majority therein 
assembled demanded the Bourbons. Mcanudiile, he 
pronounced no.dccisiou; hut, taking me apart to one 
of the front u’indows, g.ave me to understand what 
that decision would he, by saying, “ M. dc Bourricnnci 
you have been Napoleon’s friend ; so have I, and a 
sincere one too ; but peace is impossible with a man 
of such bad faith. We must have done with him.'’ 

These last words opened my eyes ; and, in the dis- 
cussion that ensued upon the three forms above, and 
which Alexander himself had proposed, the Emperor 
plainly enacted a part, in pretending to doubt the 
possibility of restoring the Bourbons, in order to 
call forth more decidedly the opinions of those around 
him. M. de Talleyrand assured his imperial majesty, 
that in case of this last resolution being definitively 
adopted, all the constituted authorities would act 
■unth as much regularity as circumstances pei'mitted, 
and that he conceived himself empowered to pledge 
himself for the consent of the senate. He then left 
the Abbes Louis and Pradt, (who, with General 
DesoUes, had pronounced •\A"armly in favour of the 
Bourbons,) to explain their sentiments, and, I think, 
even recommended Alexander to interrogate them, as 
men interested solely in the welfare of France, and 
•thoroughly informed of public sentiment. There were 
present, besides us French and Alexander, the King 
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I , • 

tnow that Napoleon came to attack roe.' We are 
not here thirsting for conquest, or animated hy the 
desire of Tcugeauce. Neither I normy allies make a 
'war of reprisal ; and I should hare ,heen inconsolable, 
had any thing happened to your magnificent city, 
tho miracle of art We are not at n ar ndtli France. 
We have hut two opponents to combat,— Napoleon, 
and every enemy of French liberty. William, and 
you,^'---' ” • . * ■' *’ N’’. 

ofp . : ‘ 

repri , . ; 

Both assented; and Alexander repeated, in other 
terms, the same expressions of generosity, insisting 
particularly that he wished France to be perfectly 
free, and stating, that, thongh their inclinations might 
be knoM'n, neitber he nor his allies M ould csorcise 
any influence ns to the form of goTcmmenf. Upon 
this the Abbe dc Pradt declared that M'e M*ero all 
royalists, and that the trholc of France thought M’ith 
ns. Paris, he went on to observe, had that morning 
proclaimed the same feelings in prcsencc'^of their 
majesties, whicii' sentiments M'oiild be expressed in a 
stiU more solemn manner, 'M'hen tbc people should no 
longer be ebained down by fear. Besides, Paris was 
the head of France; and, in nil revolutionary mov^ 
ments, the countrj' liad obeyed the impulse received 
from the metropolis. Alexander again enumerated 


shown birasclf’tlioughout the most disposed to main- 
tain Napoleon in power, by placing restrictions on 
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the exercise of his authority, replied in the following 
words, too remarkahle foi* -me to forget, — “ Sire, 
there are, hut two possible alternatives, — either Bona- 
parte or Louis XYIII. Bonaparte, if yon can ; but 
you cannot, for you arc not alone. "Whom would 
they give .its in his room ? — a soldier ! Wo will have 
no more soldier’s. Did we ■ndsh one, u'C would retain 
him whom we have : he is the first soldier in the 
world. After him, those who might be offered to us 
would not have ten men in their favour. I repeat, 
sire, whatever is not Louis XVIII, or Napoleon, is 
an intrigue.” 

. These words produced upon the Emperor all the 
effect which could have been expected. The question 
was thus simplified ; and as Alexander had resolved 
on the exclusion of Napoleon, pressed by us all, save 
Talleyrand, who still left the question undecided 
between the empire and monarchy, he declared that be 
would not treat with Napoleon ; and being reminded 
that this applied only to the person of the Emperor, 
added, “:nor w'ith any member of the N.apoleon 
family.” Thus, from the 31st of March, the Bour- 
bons had , in reality become sovereigns of France. 
A declaration was then draAvn up, . and signed- by 
Alexander, “ That the allies would, not treat w’ith 
Napoleon; that they -Nvould respect the integrity, of 
the ancient territories of France, as these had existed 
under her lawful kings; that they "would recognize 
and guarantee the constitution which the French 
nation should adopt ; and invited the senate to name 
a Provisional Government, to supply the immediate 
wants of administration, and prepare a suitable consti- 
tution for the French people.” This declaration was 
printed and placarded over all Paris within an hour. 
It produced a prodigious effect, and ciit short all 
intrigue of a contrary tendency. In, the evening I 
repaired again . to the Russian head-quarters ; and 
about eleven o’clock at night, Alexander said to me, 
M. de Bourrienne, you must take upon you the office 



184 


MEMOIRS OF 


of postmaster-pencral.*' On instantly assaming^ my 
duties, I found tbat not only liad no preparations 
been made for a regnlar delivery nest morning, but 
that the servants bad been dismissed. Hou’cver, by 
labouring throughout the night, I reoiganized the 
service, and on the moming of the 1st of April, the 
delivery took place as usual j a circumstance of great 
importance to the cause of the Restoration. So 
passed the eventful Slst of Alarch. 

The principal point obtained, in the declaration 
above, the rest lollotved of course. Then fully 
appeared the error committed in sending away the 
Empress from Paris. Had there existed a govern* 
ment in the capital, the allies must first hare treated 
with its members. The Provisional Government 
named by the senate, or rather that which had been 
prop.ired beforehand and authorized by the senate— 
a body too long trained in habits of obedience to 
make any change on the list— consisted of Talley* 
rand, as president; General Beumonville; Count 
Francis dc Jauconrt; the Duke D.albcrg; and the 
Abbe bloiitesmiiou. This goTernmcDt named as 
ministry, Abbe Louis, finance; Malouct, admiralty; 
General Dupont, war; General Dcsollos, romman* 
daut of the juational gimrd; Abb^ Pradt, chancellor 
of the Legion of Honour,— an appointment uhlch 
excited derision, hut the good able Iind done much 
for the Bourbons, and deserved something; and me, 


cibsencc of the Emperor of Austria. Franc's, how- 
ever, coincided with his allies in every thing, and 
held hack merely from a sense of decency towards 
his 8un-ia*I.aw. This I knew from the Emperor 
Alexander, svho replied to my own qtiestion on tho 
subject. SV'liile these things were transacting in 
Paris, the south of France Imd followed the example 
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of Bourdeaux, and declared for the Bourhons. The 
situation of Napoleon -wfis thns every moment be- 
coming more critical. Before the surrender of the 
capital, he had sent as his envoy to the Emperor 
Alexander, Caulaincoui't, who arrived at the Russian 
head-quarters, on the night between the 30th and 
81st of March. But a deputation of the municipal 
body and the two prefects of Paris n^ere then receiving 
audience, and not till after this reception was Cau- 
laincoui’t admitted. Alexander, personally attached 
to the Duke of Vicenza, received him, as an indi- 
vidual, with much complacency ; but, to the envoy 
of Napoleon, the Emperor merely said, — “ It is 
useless to come now, seeing there is no longer any 
remedy. I cannot hear you at present : repair to 
Paris j I will see you there.” These words left few 
illusions in Caulaincourt’s mind as to the result of 
his mission. The conversation which took place in 
Paris remains a secret ; only, from some expressions 
let fall by the Emperor, I gathered; that the duke 
had been received rather as a private person than as 
the representative of a power which, after the decla- 
ration, could no longer be recognized. Nevertheless, 
the Provisional Government viewed Gaulaincourt’s 
residence in Paris ndth no favourable eye j and, on 
a representation to that eifect, the Emperor enjoined 
his removal, declaring, that the allies could not receive 
the communications with which he might be charged 
from Napoleon.' These communications were, in fact, 
unlimited powers to treat and to conclude upon any 
conditions. Caulaincourt had likewise been ajipointed 
commissaiy-general of Paris, while the allies remained 
in the capital ; but these high functions had now 
been superseded, and he returned to Fontainbleau, 
where the Emperor, then held his head-quarters. 

The 1st of April having been devoted to the 
organization of the Provisional Government, and to 
certain preliminary acts, on the morning of the 2d 
the senate promulgated the following decree : — 
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“ I. Kapoleon Bonaparte has forfeited the throne ; 
and the riglit of succession established in his family 
is abolished. 

“ 11. The French people and the army are released 
from their oath of fidelity to Jiapoleon Bonaparte. 

“ III. The present ^decree shall be transmitted by 
message to the Provisional Government of France ; 
despatched afterwards to all the departments, and to 
the armies ; and proclaimed immediately in all the 
ijuarters of the capitaL” 

Authorized by this inslmment, the Provisional 

r. . • 1 .♦ ^ _ 1 _ 


morrow. This address, and the decree, were neces- 
sarily despatched to the marshals, and, of course, 
first reaciied those nearest Paris. The copy sent to 
Mannont— nho, on the capitulation of Paris, had 
marched his troops to Essonoe, whore he had since 
remained, except during a short visit to the JSmpcror 
nt Fontainbleau— was accompanied by letters from 
General Desollcs, Prince Schwartzenborj, and my- 
self. Mine teas a note, running as follows : 

“ A friend, dear friend, tells me that he will 
deliver into your own hand this pledge of my regard, 
lie nill influence your resolutions; a single word 
will sufllcc to decide you to sacrifice all for the 
happiness of your country. You— if a ^ood French- 
man,-— if a loyal knight — will fear neither dangers 
nor obstacles, in order to secure that happiness, 
expect you— nc desire you— will have you— and 
soon I hope that your friend, your friends, svill hold 
you in their arras. I rmbmec os I love you. B.” 

The last sentence of the Prince’s letter esnrc«sed 
the common tenor of the two others.^ “ I call upon 
you, in the name of your tounlry, anil of humanity, 
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to embrace the invitation of the Provisional Govern- 
ment — to range yourself under the standard of the 
good French cause — to listen to propositions "ivhich 
must put an end to the effusion of the precious blood 
of the brave men under your command.’-’ To this 
■letter, Marmont replied in a strain which did honour 
to his ancient attachment. 

“ To Marshal Prince de Schwartzenberg. 

“ Monsieur le Marechal, — I have received the letter 
which your highness has done me the honour to 
address to me, as also all the enclosed papers. Public 
opinion has ever been the rule of my conduct. The 
army and the people are freed from their oaths of 
fidelity to the Emperor Napoleon, by the decree of 
the senate. I am disposed to concur in an accommo- 
dation bet^veen the army and the people, which may 
prevent a civil war, and put a stop to the effusion of 
French blood. I am ready, in consequence, to quit, 
with ray troops, the army of the Emperor Napoleon, 
upon the following conditions, for the fulfilment of 
Avhich I request your Avritten guarantee : — 

“ Article I. I, Charles Prince de Schwartzenbei^, 
marshal, commander-in-chief of the allied armies, 
guarantee to all the French troops, who, in conse- 
quence of the decree of the senate, promulgated on 
file 2d April, shall quit the standard of Nai)oleon 
Bonaparte, that they shall be allowed to pass freely 
into Normandy, with arms, baggage, and ammuni- 
tion, and with all those observances and military 
honours which are mutually interchanged among the 
allied troops. 

' “ Article II. That if, in consequence of this move- 
ment, the chances of war shall place the person of 
Napoleon Bonaparte in the hands of the allied pouters, 
his life and liberty shall be secured to him, on a 
property within a limited territory, fixed upon by 
the allied powers and the French government. , 

“ Marmont.” 
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After this reply, I^Iarshal Marmont found himself 
united to the cause of France ; and received on the 
4th the follott'in" assurance from Prince Schivartzen- 
hci^, that the proposed conditions would he re- 
spected : — 

“ Monsieur le Marechal,— I cannot sufficiently 
express to yon the satisfaction which I experienced 
on leaminjf the readiness ivith which you yield to 
the invitation of the Provisional Government, to 
range yourself, confonnahly to the decree of the 
second of this month, under the banners of the 
French cause. The distinguished services which you 
have rendered to your countryarc uni versally acknow- 
ledged ; but you will add even to these by restoring 
to their native land the remnant of its brave defen- 
ders who have escaped the ambition of a single man. 
I request you to believe, that I especially appreciate 
the delicacy of the article for which you stipulate, 



“ SenWARTZENUERQ." 

Wc shall ascertaiu hereafter the cireutnsfanees 
which induced Alarshal Marraont to resume his pledge, 
and the generous conhdence with nhicU it was 
restored by the Austrian commander-in-chief. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TRANSACTIONS AT FONTAINBLEAU — NAPOLEON’s JOUR- 
NEY PROM TROYES — ANECDOTES — ARRIVAL OP TUP. 
MARSHALS — THE ARMY — INTERVIEW OP NAPOLEON 
AND MACDONALD — ARDICATION — ANECDOTES — 
THE IMPERIAL COJIMISSIONERS — INTERVIEW WITH 
ALEXANDER — ANECDOTES — DEFECTION OF MAH- 
MONT’s TROOPS — TRICOLOR AND WHITE COCKADE 
— MARIA LOUISA, AND ACTS OF THE REGENCY — 
SECOND INTERVIEW OP THE COMMISSIONERS WITH 
ALEXANDER AND THE KING OF PRUSSIA — RETURN 
TO PONTAINBLEAU — DEFECTION OF NEY — AFFECT- 
ING ADIEUS OF RONAPARTE AND MACDONALD — 
FINAL ABDICATION — ENTRANCE OF THE BOURBONS 
INTO PARIS THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA — INTER- 

VIEW BETWEEN MARIA LOUISA AND HER FATHER. 

I AM now to relate ivlmt passed at the imperial 
head-quarters, while we were thus engaged in Paris. 
The recital is from the reports of zealous and able 
friends, then with the Emperor, whose information 
I expected ivith the utmost anxiety — well knowing 
that the only danger we had to fear was from one 
of those instantaneous determinations which might 
possibly spring up in the mind of Napoleon. 

On the morning of the 30th of March, while the 
battle under the walls of Paris waxed fiercest, Bona- 
pai’te still remained at Troyes. He quitted that 
city at six o’clock, accompanied only by Bertrand, 
Caulaincourt, two aides-de-camp, and rtvo officers of 
the household He took little moi*e than two hours 
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for the first ten leases,— a distance which he and his 
feeble escort accomplished with the same horses, and 
without alighting. About one o’clock, they reached 
Sens, not one of his escort knomng whither the 
Emperor intended to direct his course. I hare since 
conversed with several inhabitants of that place, who 
assored me, that, at this time^ his aspect presented 
an appearance of the most perfect calm. After 
rctnaininj:' about balf an hoar, he a^n set out ; hut 
in such disorder was every tUDg:, mat the means of 

■ . • . • » .» I .» T* . 


in the morning. Here Napoleon learned from General 
Belliard, then marching at the head of a column of 
artillery, the first ncii’s of the battle of Paris. I know 
from a person present, that he received llus informa- 
tion with calmness, probably assumed, in onler not 

. V .1 . . » • . p. — n. 1 ,1 ^ 

I , 

the mission already noticed. Knpoleon (hen retired 
to the postmaster’s house, and, calling for his maps, 
began, according to a usual practice, to nark 
positions of his own and the enemy’s troops, hy pins 
tipped with u'ax of dlfTerent colours. . After this 
species of study, in which. Napoleon engaged daily, 
and sometimes several times n-^y, ho again got into 
a carriage, and set out for Fontainble.au, -nherc ho 
arrived at si.v in the morning. He refused to have 
tlic state apartments opened, but encamped, rather 
than lodged, in a favourite small Suit of rooms, and, 
entering hU cabinet, there remained shut up alone, 
during the whole of the 31st. Towards evening, a 
raessj^e svas despatched for the Duke of Ilagusa, 
then at Essonne. The marshal immediately prepared 
to obey the Emperor’s summons, and reached Fon» 
tainbleau between two and three iu the morning. I 
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krioB’ uotlunij particxilar, of tliis interview; only 
N.apolcon rotanicd IMarniont to snj|)pcr, and bestowed 
tlie highest enloginms on his skill ul defence of Paris. 
The inai*shal then i-etnrncd to his troops at Essonne, 
.and, six hours .afterwards, the Emperor went thither 
also, to inspect the lines. Here he met Colonels 
F.abvier and Denys, who had been left behind at Paris, 
to sec the terms of c<apitulation fnllillcd, and to sur- 
render the city to the .allies. These olVicci's rejoined 
the Emperor and their commander, then w.alking 
together upon the banks of the river. They did not 
dissemble the eflccts .already described, produced by 
the cntnance of the allies into the c.apit.al. The 
Emperor sheu’cd himself violcntlj' irritated, aud set 
out immcdiatel}* for Fontainbleau. 

In the course of the 3 lst,h.ad arrived, successively, 
at Fontainbleau, Marshals INIonce}', Lefcb\TC, OudinoV' 
and, lastly," Bcrthier, from Troyes, where he had boon 
left by the Emperor. The first, .at the National Guard, 
had defended the b.arricr De Clichy ; the second, not- 
uithst.anding his great age, had not spared his person 
in the last c.ampaign ; the Duke of Reggio, the third, 
had been n.amcd by Talleyr.and a second Bayard. 
IMaret was the only minister present; for Caulaincourt 
had gone to Paris on his mission, while all the others 
had been ordered to remain with the Empress at Blois, 
and S.av.ary, much to his .affliction, had received no 
authority to rejoin the Emperor. All was sad and 
gloomy at Fontainbleau : still the Emperor retained 
his power, and delibcnated, as I h.ave been assured, 
whether he should retire beyond the Loire, or make 
a bold stroke upon Paris, — a design more consonant 
Tvlth his character ; and he had actually begun seri- 
ously to arrange his plans of attack, when the news 
of what had occuired, and the. unsuccessful mission 
of Caulaincourt, led him to perceive that his position 
was more desperate than he had. previously supposed. 
All the information from the capital, however, served 
only to irritate Jiim.stiU more ; and had the marshals. 
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in these moments of resentment, been under the 
’ ‘ ' -r il . - P 4* t 

• ■■ ■ Emperor, 

to an act 

of useless rengcance ; for I cannot too frequently, 
repeat, that the fall of Napoleon had now become 
inevitable. 

In the mean time, the vanguards of the columns 
left at Troyes, arrived, on the 1st of April, at Fon- 
tainhleau, surpassing, in this instance, all former 
marches of any army, since these troops had traversed 
fifty leagues in less than three dav's.* On the 2d of 
April, tlie Emperor informed the generaU of the 
events in Paris, recommending concealment, lest the 
soldiery, upon whom he still depended, might be 


** Soldiers f the enemy has stolen three marches upon 
ns, and is master of Paris; tvemust chase InmtliODce. 
Frenchmen, unworthy of the name, and emigrants, 
whom nepardoned, have mounted the u hitc cockade, 
and joined the foe. The cowards! they shall recciru 
the reward of this new crime. Swear to compier or 
to die, and to cause the tricolor be respected, n liich, 
for twenty years has marshalled us onward in the 


secontl his mad •*"' — • • — F' 's ' ■ ■ ’ ' 1 

to make them ■ • ' . . ' , ■ 

peace; aflirminj, ■ , * ’ ' • : ■ • 

Emperor Alexander to purchase it at the greatest 
sacrifices, even by nbandoDiBg the conquests made 
during the Ilcrolution,8nd to restrict himself uithin 
the ancientlimits of France. “Alexander has refused,” 


Or above fifty milei 
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■s-„..,pcon, ‘‘anti, iiotsatisGcd mth this refusal, 
iias tlirowi^ himself into the arms of a liamlful of 
emigrants perhaps, I did n-rong- in pardoning 

for hnviii'r perved against jfrance. It is through their 
i; I; J'jisinuations that Alexander has permitted 
tlio i white cockade in Paris. Wc 

will rt'i viu ‘^eys, I shall march 

a-minst PaiN = ^ '‘1’"" ^ ' 

tlr hoiindlcss devotion of the guard to the 

Emi)oror is considered, it will not be matter of sur- 
prise that t words roused an electric movement 
of onthusia^^™' ^cora the ranks of the old companions 
in ■' lu> toil ■ their chief, rose, as from a single voice, 
the erv “ T“ ! to Paris !” But, during tlie night 
fuat toilowh^’ calmer counsels were adopted by the 
(renerak insinuated, by degrees, into the minds 
of tlio soldii'^^’'^’ wrecks of the army assembled 
'it FontainlP^*''”? — remains of a million of men, 
ioviccl ^i-i(ll» liftcen months, comprising the corps of 
hlar-ilials (P«c”'Ot, Aey, alacdonald, and General 

Jid not exceed twenty-live thousand men. 

To these ^cre to be added seven thousand, yet sur- 
^-iviim' of tl'*^ guard, rendering the u holc amount of 
NanoToon’s force somewhat less than thirt}'- 

two thousa‘^‘^ s'*ch resources, it would 

have Ijceii madness to attempt any thing 

arrainst the <'^i'™cs encamped in and around Paris. 
Those ^ received from Lefebvre, who, like 

hlas^ena Jerved France, without loving Napoleon. 
This ofiicei^ often repeated to me, in his broad German 
nof'oiif whflc I’elating the last acts at Fontainbleau, 

‘‘ Tint linl® M'ould not be satisfied till he had 

fot us all to the A'cry last mau.” He told 

me alsii Napoleon remained utterly confounded 
on icarnin<^ ^''th what disdain Alexander had refused 
to hoar (jhnlaincourt’s jiroposals but humiliation, 
from time N tinic, gave way to resentment, and then 
p„, n would he urge his determination to march 
upon P.ari^* Hf^ppily for France, not one of the 
VOL.lV.i N 7 
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marshals felt disposed to second his projects of pro^ 
fitless Tengcancc. f ^ ' 

Throughoulthese trjing circumstances, Macdonald 
displayed a truly nohle conduct Yet the manner 
in rrhich the Emperor chose to inform him of the 
captnre of Paris, seemed little calculated to conciliate 
a high-minded soldier. The marshal had been two 
days without any intelligence from the Emperor, 
Tv^ien he received, in the IiandoTiting of Bertbier, an 
intimation, couched in these terms : — “ The Emperor 
desires you to make a halt, wherever this order may 
reach you.” Then, after Bertliier’s signature, ere 
the folloiting words, by way of postscript: — “ You 
arc doubtless aware that the enemy is master of 
Paris.” In stating, thus negligently, an affair of such 
vital consequence, the Emperor’s object plainly was, 
to.lcssen*its importance in Macdonald’s estimation. 
The marshal, from whose lips I heard the whole 
recital— but ia*a style of animation which Iho pen 


from hostile reprisal, the fate of Moscow, Six hours 
afterwards, a new order reached him, at Monlerenu, 
to set forward in the direction of Paris, with all his 
remaining forces. On receipt of this, Macdonald, 
preceding his corps, set off, n itb all speed, and joined 
the Emperor at Fontainblcaii, on the Slst. On 
arrivincr, he found the generals in consternation at 
the deterrain.'ition expressed by the Emperor to march 
upon Paris: they cjroc in n body, to request the 
marshal to accorop.'iny them to the imperial presence.’ 
“ Ocutlemen,” said he, “in the present conjuncture, 
such a step might displease Iiis majesty: leave the 
matter to me ; I am going to the palace.” Ills own 
account of this vi-«it, to which 1 beg the reader’s 
attention, is as follows : — 

“ Xo sooner had I prescnlei! myself, than the Em- 
peror came up to me: *Eb, well! how go things . 
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‘ Very ill, sire.’ — ‘ Wliatl Vcr 3 ' ill? Hon* is your 
army disposed?’ — * i\Iy army, sire, is complctelj’- 
discoiirag-cd ,• events in the capital have spread oon- 
stornatiou tlirougli its ranks.’ — ‘Think vou it Avill 
join with me in a movement upon Paris?’ — ‘ Sire, 
trust not to that. Should I {jivc such an order to 
mj' troops, I ran the hazard of heinn: disobeyed.’ * 
— ‘ But ^vhat arc avc to do ? I cannot remain as I 
am: I have still resources and .supporters. Do thd}'^ 
tell me the allies refuse to treat ? Eh, well ! it is 
quite the same to mo; I. shall march ayainst Paris: 

1 will punish the inconstancj' of the Parisians, and 
the knaver}^ of the senate. Wo to tlm members of tlie 
government Avhich thev' h.ave ])Iastercd up, Avaiting 
the return of their Bourbons, — lor that is what thej' 
MTUit! But to-morrow I place m^-self at the head 
of my guard, and to-mon’ow wo shall be in the 
Tuileries ! ’ ” ^yl^^lc Napoleon gave way to these 
bui’sts, the marshal heard him in silence ; tlion, seeing 
him somewhat calm, “ Sire,” said he, “ you arc then 
ignonint of what has occurred in Paris, flic establish- 
ment of a Provisional Govornmentjand” " I know 

it.” — “ Sire,” rejoined the manshal, presenting a 
paper, “ there is something which will tell you more ’ 
than I can.” — " "What is it ? ” — “ Examine, sire.” It 
was a letter from Mar.shal Beurnonville, announcing 
the sentence of forfeiture pronounced by the senate, 
and the determination of the allies no.t to treat with 
Napoleon, nor any of his familj'. “ Marshal,” said 
the Emperor, “ maj" that letter be read aloud?” — 

“ Certainly, sire.” hlacdonald handed the letter to 
Barre, ndio read it. An eye-witness subsequently des- 
cribed to me the impression which this reading made 
upon Napoleon : his countenance became violcntlj’- 
contracted — and, in critical situations, I had too 

t 

* At this period, the discouragement ■a’ns so great, that all the 
roads in France were literally covered with deserters from the 
armies. 
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oftcn oLserred the SAine effect, not fo imagine ivliat 
it must hare been. Still commanding himself, as he 
could well do, uhen policy or self-lore requited, he 
affected a careless indifference, and persisted in his 
intention of marching upon -Paris. March upon 
Paris, sire!” said Marshal Macdonald; “ that is a 
design which must be renounced : not a single su ord 
ivill be drawn from its scabbard to second you in 
such an attempt.” The question of abdication came 
then more serionsly under discussion. This pbin 
had been proposed by Caulaiucourt, u bo represented 
to Xapolcon, that, by personally abdicating, be # 
might obtain from the allies a council of regency 
in farour of his son. I hare always considered tins 
overture as someuhat prcm.iture on the part of Cati- 
laincourt. Bo that as U may, perceiving tlic opinion 
of his marshals, findingfhis dethronement already 


terras:-- • 

“ The allied powers having protlaimcd, that the 
Emperor Xapoleon is the sole. obstacle to the re- 
establishment of peace in Europe, the Empcrrjr 
!Napoli‘on, faithful to<hi> oath, declares that lie is 


under the Empress, and from the maiiitcn.ai!ce of the 
laws of the empire. ' ' ' 

“ Done at our palace of Font.aiubleaii, tbi« 4tii 
April, 1814. ?«\i' 0 ir. 0 N.” 

After ivriting this act, the Emperor presented it ti> 
the marsh.als : “ Tliere, gcntleii'en. Eh, ^icll! are 
you sati'Ced?" It is to be remarhed, houever, that, 
m this act, the Emperor mahe* iw> mvu'.ion of "the 
decree of the senate, uor of the adhesion of the legi>- 
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lalivc bofly. Tliat have been an acUnowlcclg- 

luent of soni(^ rifflit to (he shadou' of a national 
representation, and sucli Avas not the intention of 
Is’apoleon, even on descending- frojn the throne : lie 
desired that it shoiild be perfectly tuulerstood, that 
he obeyed the* force, and not the rigfht, of the nation; 
tinally, he nianifcsted liis Avish, tliat his very abdica- 
tion might Avear the impress of a despotism, inse- 
pamble from his nature. What a legacy did he leave 
us on abdicating — the laAA's of the Emjiire.’ — WJiat 
a codicil to Franco in tin's s|)ccics of political testa- 
ment ! Besides, this abdication of Napoleon’s was, 
unquestionably, very useless; but, in case an a- great 
importance had been attached thereto, it Avould Iiave 
become altogether a moclver}' if circumstances had 
ciiangcd. Tlic moaning might seem uneipiivocal to 
all the Avorld; not so to me, initiated as 1 Avas in all 
the cunning, of Avhich Bonaparte could not divest 
himself. Let it bo well I’omarlccd, that Napoleon 
does not say ho descends, but, that ho is rcadi/ (n 
descend from the throne. .This exhibits one of his 
favourite subterfugo.s, by the aid of Avhich ho hoped 
to bring on ncAV negotiations, relative to the forms 
and conditions of the regency for his son, provided 
the allied sovereigns should consent to that measure. 
This AA'Ould have afforded the, means of gaining- time, 
for he had not yet lost all liope ; but, certainly, he 
here strangely beguiled himself. He still cherished 
the flattering idea of the possibility of an arrangement, 
Avhich should leave the throne to Maria Louisa and* 
his dynasty. Ho Avould not believe that the Emperor 
of Austria Avould concur in the ruin of his oum daugh- 
ter. Accordingly, he had no sooner signed and de- 
livered the act of abdication, than he Ai'ished to recall 
. it, upon the report of some one Avho then entered, I 
think General Allix, and avIio had fallen in Avith an 
Austrian officer, AAdiom Francis 11. had sent to Prince 
iSchAvartzenberg. -The general informed. Napoleon 
•that the officer in question had positively assured 
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him, that the transactions at Paris n-crc contrarj* to 
tlie wishes of the Emperor of Austria. " I told you 
so, gentlemen,” exclaimed Napoleon to those around 
him; “I told you so, decidedly! Francis II. cannot 
he my enemy so far as to dethrone his daughter. 
Vicenza, go and recover my act of aUdication from 
tlie marshals. I wish to send a courier to the Em* 
peror of Austria.” Tims, in his shipwreck; Bonaparte 
grasped at any p].-)nk of safety, and hesitated not, on 
an idle rumour, to recall an act of such importance as 
his abdication. I make no question that the Austrian 
officer had spoken as reported ; hut, most assuredly^ 
not the slightest misunderstinding existed among the 
allies. Meanwliile, the marshals were jnst getting 
into a carriage, and refused to give up the papen 
" We are certain,” s-iid they, “ that the Emperor of 
Austria concurs, and will take the whole upon 
ourselves.” 

"While the cooversaflon with l^facdonald had con* 
tinued, ns above reported, the Emperor, who had at 


<1 


above all, of France. I name as my commislsioners 


NAPOLEOK BONAPAnTE. 


199 


No vcgcnc)’ ! With my guard and Marmont’s corps, 

I shall bo in Paris to-morrow.” 

From the marshal’s information, and from what I 
afterwards learned of various olliccrs present at this 
scene, it was easy to perceive, from the thoughts and 
resolutions which shot across the brain -of Napoleon, 
how deeply his moral faculties had been unsettled by 
the perturbations which had assailed him during the 
-Last three months. Ney and Macdonald vainly 
attempted to combat a resolution equally fatal and 
impracticable. The Emperor rose, with marked 
displeasure, rubbing his forehead — a habit, when 
strongly agitated-^ arid commanded them, in a loud 
imperious tone, to “Retire!” The marshals left the 
-apartment, and Napoleon remained alone with Cau- 
laincourt. The Emperor expressed much disapproba- 
tion at the reading of Beurnonvillc’s letter. — “ But, 
sire, it was read by your o'wn order.” — “Ah, that is 
true ! but udiy u'as not that letter addressed directly 
to me by Macdonald?” — “ Sirc,it wasat first addressed 
to Marshal Jlacdonald, but the aide-de-camp to whom 
it had been given in charge received orders to cause 
it to be read to Marmont, on passing through Essonne, 
because Bcurnonvillc knew not exactly where the 
Duke of Tarentum might be found.” This explanation 
did not occupy more than three minutes. The Em- 
peror became more calm, appeared satisfied with it, 
and said to Caulaincourt, “Vicenza, recall Macdonald.” 

The duke ran after the marshal, whom he overtook 
at the extremity of, the gallery of the palace, and, 
after explaining what had taken place, brought him 
back to the imperial presence. Macdonald found the 
Emperor quite calm, and, as he entered, the latter , 
addressed him with perfect tranquillity: — “ Well, 
Duke of Tarentum, do you then think that the regency 
is the only thing possible ?”-r-“ Yes, sire.”^ — “ Well, 
then, I charge you with the message to the Emperor 
Alexander : you uill, go with Ney, in place of Mar- 
mont : it is better that he should remain with his 
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The time appeared lon», to more than one of tlie 
members of the Provisional Government, General 
Desol/es, as coramandaDt of the national giiard, being' 
the onl^ one of that body admitted. This arose from 
a m‘sh to avoid appearing to influence the decision of 
the head of the coalition against the late chief of 
France. At length the conference broke up, and the 
reappearance of the marshals excited a movement in 
the saloon, which it would be impossible for me to 
describe. The expression of dissatisfaction, which 
we conceived to be visible in their looks, restored 
hope to those who, for some hours, had experienced 
the liveliest tribulation. I still think I see Macdonald, 
bearing his head high, -and giving way to a burst of 
energetic wrath, go up to Beurnonville, and, in reply 
to a question addressed by the latter, answer in these 
Words, — “ Speak net to me, air; I have nothing to 
say to you : your conduct has made me foiget a 
friendship of thirty years.” Tlien, turning to Dupont, 
the marshal coutioued in tho same tone, “ As for 
you, air, your behaviour tosvards the Emperor is not 
generous. I grant he treated you witli severity,— 
perhaps he nuy even have been unjust to you in the 
a&ir of Baylcn; but how long has it been the fashion 
to avenge a personal ivrongat oar country’s expense 1 ” 
These altercations were so quick and ivarm, and 
the spe.akers elev.'ited their voices to sncli a pitch, 
that Caulaincourt interposed by saying, " Do not 
foiget, gentlemen, that you are now in the residence 
of the Emperor of Russia.” At this moment, SL do 
Talleyrand returned, having entered tho Emperor’s 
apartment on the egress of the marshals, and, ap- 
proaching the animated group, formed around Mao 
donald, said, “ Gentlemen, if you n-ish to dhptite—to 
discuss, descend to my apartments.”— “ That would 
be useless,” retorted Macdonald; ” my comrades and 
I acknowledge not your Provisional Government” 
Tho four commissioners upon this retired to ^■ey’^ 
residence, where they awaited the reply nhich the 
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Emperor of Russia had promised to give, after con- 
sulting 'with the King of Prussia. Such -was this 
\ night scene, more intensely dramatic than any of 
those imagined hy the fancy of poets. Here all u'as 
real; ■while on the catastrophe hung the political 
state of France, and the lives of all who had already 
declared in favour of the Bourbons. The fact, too, 
teaches a high lesson, that all those men i?lio then 
first stood foi'ward, at the peril of life, in their cause, 
have snccessivel}' fallen under a species of disgrace in 
the Idngdom of the Bourbons. 

On the departure of the marshals, we ■U’crc anxious 
to know from DesoUcs, what had passed in the con- 
ference. Macdonald, we found, had defended a regency 
with much u'armth. Among other expressions em- 
ployed by him, I remember the following u’ero re- 
peated ; — “ I am not authorized, in any manner, to 
treat of conditions for the Emperor : u'c have full 
powers for the regency, the army, and France j but 
the Emperor has positively prohibited ns from speci- 
fying any thing for himself personally.” Alexander 
merelj'^ replied, “ That does not surprise me.” Tho 
marshal then resumed ; spoke of the respect due 
to the military glorj-^ of France ; sti'ongly avowed 
the resolution of hirasclf and his companions never to 
abandon the family of a man 'who had so often led 
them to •\dctory; and, finally, reminded Alexander, 
that he had pledged himself not to impose any govern- 
ment upon France. General Dcsolles, who from 
the first had warmly declared in favour of the Bour- 
bons, replied with equal animation to the arguments 
of the supporters of a regency; he represented to 
Alexander, that all those would find themselves com- 
promised who had consented to act under the sup- 
posed protection of his pledge, repeated all the topics 
previously urged, and ended by expressing his con- 
viction that a regency would only be Bonaparte in 
disguise. The general did not, however, conceal 
from us that Alexander, powerfully moved by the 
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forcible and persuasive eloquence of JIarslial 5Iac- 
donald, appeared very mucn embarrassed, and had 
finally replied to the marsliols, — “ Gentlemen, I am 
not alone ; in circumstances of such grave import, it 
is befitting I should consult the King of Prussia, for 
I have promised to do nothing before conferrinj with 
him. Within some hours, you shall Icuow my deter* 
mination.” 

The majority of the members of the Provisional 
Government attributed this evasive answer to the 
opposiug eloquence of Desolles. So thought not I, 
though rendering justice to his conduct. It is easy 
to persuade princes to lake that course which js 
ngreeahle to themselves. Such were then the per- 
sonal dispositions of Alexander, that I had no doubt 
of tbe final result; and beheld, in this desire of con- 
sulting the Prussian monarch, only a polite ivny of 
avoiding a point-blank refusal to tbc marshals. 

I had also been perfectly instnicted by his f.imi. 
liars, that Frederick William had vowed a hatred to 
Bonaparte which past events but too well justified, 
lUid keen*, besides, that this mon.‘trc)i po.««es«ed a 
firmness of character able to resist all those comidtv 
rations uhich might he brought into play Mith him 
as with Alexander. Besides, bad the King of Prussia 
entertained no legitimate hostility towards Napoleon, 
policy would at this season have rendered lilin an 
enemy, since groat popubirity.was thus to be gained 
among his own sulyects, almost all of whom ivcrc 
then imbued with principles of liberty, and even of 
c.trbonarism, jircacued and propagated by 51. de 
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to rest the question of a regency, which, daring some 
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hours, had banished repose from the Provisional 
Government. 

jMeanu'hilc, on the day when his commissioners 
reached Paris at the proper time, INapolcon, doubtful 
•whcthei' thcy would he permitted to pass the enemy’s 
advanced posts, and resolved on marching to Paris in 
case of opposition, sent an aide-de-camp to hlarmont, 
with an order instantly to repair to Fontainhleau. 
His impatience was such, that not only would he not 
wait the return of the first, but despatched a second, 
and then a third messenger. This rapid succession of 
expresses alarmed the generals commanding under 
Marmont, Avho had also, with him, given in their ad- 
hesion, and probably were ignorant of his having been 
freed from that engagement. They supposed that the 
Emperor had scut for the marshal in order to punish 
his defection severely, and, apprehensive of Napoleon’s 
vengeance, resolved* to marcli for Versailles. One of 
Mamiont’s aides-de-camp, after vainly opposing the 
removal of the troops, set off in all haste to inform the 
marshal of what was tahing place. When Marmont 
received this sad news, he was at breakfast in Ncy’s, 
with hlacdonald and Caulaincourt, all four waiting 
Alexander’s reply to their commission. Tlie marshal 
threw himself into a can-iage, and drove off' instantly. 
Meanwhile, on amving at Versailles, and not seeing 
the marshal at their head, the troops, believing them- 
selves betrayed, had broken out into open insurrection. 
Such was the state of things, udien hlarmont arrived 
at full speed from Paris. He was met at some distance 
by his generals, who besought him not to approach 
the rebellious soldiery. “ 1 rvill go,” said he, “ into 
the midst of them : in a moment I shall either be cut 
in pieces, or they shall acknowledge me as their 
chief.” Having sent forward an aide-de-camp to draw 
up the regiments, he advanced alone on horseback, 
and addressed the soldiers : — “ How ! is there treason 
here ? Can you , disown me ? Am I no longer your 
corai-ade ? — Have I not been twenty times wounded 



206 


UEMOIItS OF 


araong^ yOtt ? ■ Have I not shared in all your fatigues 
— j^our privations— and am I not ready to do so 
again ? ” Here tlie speaker was interrupted by loud 
shouts — "The Marshall the Marshal, for ererf” and 
all returned to tlicir duty. Tins was most important j 
for the insurrectionary movement, which, throughout 
the day, had filled the Provision^ Government jvith 
the greatest alarm, might have spread to the other 
corps-d’arraee, and the cause of France have ^;aia 
suffered. The firmness of hlarmont saved alL I alone. 



of us went up to talk with him, and pay o'ur com- 
pliments. 

Happy would it have proved for France, had the 
government listened also to a proposition made by 
nim the same evening, namely, that no change should 
he made in the military ciisigus. It utis, in fact, 
determined not to abandon the tricolor, which, for 
the space of twenty years, had led our soldiers to 
battle and victory. Hut some intrigue overset lUe 
whole, and a provisional decree, drawn up that nigid, 
was sent to the office, but never njtpcarcJ in the 
^omteur. 1 know not who meddled thus far; but 
of this I am certain, that Mamiont complained of the 
HOR-insertion fo iilesander, who prorai<ed to write 
to the Provisional Govemment to imve the omission 
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rectified, but in vain. - Finally, blarmont liiiusclf rvas 
led into the snare. Marshal Jourdan, then stationed 
at Rouen with his corps, received a letter, stating^ 
that IMannont had mounted the white cockade, and, 
thinking' he could not do better than folloAv such an 
example, displaced the tricolor, and announced the 
change to the Provisional Government. Thus forti- 
fied, the members awaited the remonstrances of the 
Dulce of Ragusa ^vith tmflinching assurance. MOiy, 
mai’shal, the insertion of the article was impossible. 
There, see j the corps of Marshal Jourdanhavc hoisted 
the white — you would not give tu'o different stan- 
dards to the army !” Marmont, of course, could not 
gainsay a positive fact. The subterfuge was a fatal 
one. 

Meanwhile, while these events were passing, Rapo- 
leon had become furious at what he termed Marmont’s 
defection, as I afterwards learned, from several officers 
who were at Fontainhlcau. His injustice was excu- 
sable, as he had not been informed of the marshal’s 
resuming his ifiedge, in order the more clfcctually to 
second the Emperor’s own commissioners.* Under 
the influence of this error, indignant at the conduct 
of the senate in pronouncing his forfeiture, and full 
of hope in the success of the commission, Napoleon 
issued to his army, on the morning of the 5th of 
Api'il, a proclamation touching on all these points, 
hut evidently drawn up under the greatest irritation 
of mind. Of this can there he a more certain proof 
than the terms in •which he characterizes his senate ? 
“ I'he senate has taken the liberty to dispose of the 
government of France; it has fm’gotten that to the 
Emperor it owes the power, now abused ; it has for- 
gotten that the Emperor saved one portion of its 
members from the storms of the Revolution, and dreio 

It must, ho'wever, be recollected, that a defection of the 
troops arose from tbe ’ marshal .having disobeyed Napoleon’s 
injunctions not to leave his division. — Translator. 
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from obscuriiy and protected the other ayainst the 
hatred of the nation'* What a satire did these last 
words imply upon his own ^OTemment ' hit bitterest 
enemies nerer uttered anythin" more scTcre than he 
has here brou"ht agsunst himself. 

' In those latter days of the empire, there were, in 
fact, so to speak, three "overnments, of u hicli the tn o 
last Avere but phantoms, — the Provisional Govem- 
ment in Pans; Napoleon at Fontainblean ; and the 
ambulato^ and dubious Rejjcncj’ of Maty Louisa. 
These epithets are descriptive alike of the locality 
and the acts of the regency. At first, it had been 
proposed to conduct the Empress to Orleans, then to 
Tours, and at last she had stopped at Blois. I have 
one piece, .1 circiibr to the prefects of departroentv, 
addressed by Montalivet, minister of the interior, 
and member of tbc rennet', Avitbont name of printer 
or printiu" office, and with place Dlois, and date 2d 
April, inserted in uTiti'o"; so unsettled being the 
destiny of the Empress thatitwas uncertain ulienco 
or when tb( " * •* 

ninlgated. j • 

for men and 

an end of c. , ’ • • 

hlaria Louisa Avas informed of the events in Pari«, 
she sent for the Duke de Cadore, (Champagny,) and, 
giving a letter for the Emperor of Austria, said to him, 

« Duke of Cadore, go to my father, aa-Iio sliould be 
at Dijon; I rely upon you to defend the infercAfs 
of Prance, those of the Emperor, and especially of 
my son.” Unquestionably the Emjircss could not 
haA C made a better choice; and those high interests 
would have been defended by the duke, «i defcndi 

npsscnt had they been defensible. Aftertbedepar- 

{ . .L.T- *'-n t*'i, addressed 

, • ! • A aa liTcli t>hp 

' ■ ■ . ■ . . Vou aa ill 

listen to the A-oice of a princess nho xras conjidedin 
vour loyalty; who places all her plorj’ in being a 


NAPOLEOSr BONAPARTE.. 209 

princess of France, united to tlie destinies of the 
sovereign whom you had freely chosen, hly son was 
less secure of hearts in the days of our prospe- 
rity. His righte and person are undef 3mur safeguard.” 
This address, so full of feeling, produced no effect; 
and, though informed daily of what passed at Blois, 
we experienced not the slightest alarm at Paris from 
that quarter. To the words marked in italics, attaches 
a circumstance which merits to he recorded. When 
the piece had been printed, and shewn to Maria 
Louisa, she drew her pen through “ was confided,” 
and inserted confides herself. Unfortunate woman ! 
she did every thing to rally the cause, and inspired 
with interest even those who, from dread necessity, 
laboured against the imperial dynasty. - . 

. Her envoy, in the mean time, with some difficult}’’, 
and by avoiding the routes of the Cossacks, had 
attained his destination. Understanding the Emperor 
Francis was expected at Chanseaux, he waited his 
arrival, and had an immediate audience ; and though 
personally known to, and respected by, Francis, at 
whose court he had resided three years as ambassador. 
Tie could obtain nothing beyond fine protestations, 
after a conference of some hours. ' The Emperor 
constantly intrenched himself behind the pledges 
given to his allies. Hoping the night would bring 
milder resolves, the duke begged permission to take 
leave next morning, and presented himself, accord- 
ingly, at the imperial levee. After new efforts, the 
Emperor said to him, — “ I love my daughter -very 
dearly; I love also my son-in-law : I wear them' in 
my heart, and would shed mj’ blood for them.” — 
“ Ah, sire,” interrupted Champagny, “ no such sacri- 
fice is required.” — “ Yes, duke, I would give my 
blood — I would give my life for them; but I repeat 
to you, I have promised to my allies not to treat 
without them, and to approve all they may do. 
Besides, mj'- minister, Metternich, is gone to their 
head-quarters, and I shall ratify whatever he may 
VOL. vv. o 
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haTo - sifpied.” In fact, Cbampag^ny told me, he 
reg^arded the absence of Mctternich(as fatal to his 


constantly expressed ^reat regard for the Austrian 
minister, and, particularly, during his embassy to 
Paris, had loaded him uith attentions. . As a proof 
of what is now stated, when complimented on the 

. • - ’ j •• 1 « Qjjg 

• • * ‘ ' in an 

eiplity 


i remember an instance, in jurt of a reply made to 
'■ " “Asforyoii," 

! . okc nar upon 

: • :annot deciaro 

t„ • , • “Sire,” replied 

Metternich, “ at present wc are not altogether allies j 
hut a little white, and it is rcrv possible we may 
be enemies.” This was the last information Napoleon- 
ever reccired from Metternich. It nas clear to one 
not wilfully blind. Ou rrioinlng the Empress at 
Orleans, Charapa^y found her almost alone; all the 
^nd dignitaries of the empire had deserted .their 
cliaT^e, successively retumco to Paris, and giien in 
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; ' - f 

on tlie morning of the 5th, and the two monarchs,' 
hanng returned to the hotel Talleyrand, were there 
together when the marshals entered. The com- 
missioners were then informed, that a regency was 
impossible. “ Such, gentlemen,” added Alexander 
" is the conclusion I have come to, jointly with ray 
allies. Three days ago, Paris declared itself ; adhesions 
have poured in from all quarters. If the ai’my have 
formed other wishes, we ought at least to have been 
informed sooner.” — " Sire,” objected Macdonald, 
“ that was impossible, seeing not one of the marshals 
was in Paris. Who could have foretold the turn 
which, affairs have taken ? Could we foresee that a 
misunderstanding — a panic terror would have caused 
the movement among the troops of the Duke ■ of 
Ragusa, who has this hour left us to recall them to 
their duty ? ” These'words having wrought no change 
in the determination of the sovereigns, it became 
necessary to prepare for a full and unconditional 
abdication on the part of Napoleon. Before entering 
upon this grave question, the marshals demanded an 
armistice of forty-eight hours, as indispensable for the 
arrangements. This was granted without hesitation. 
Alexander had even the politeness to offer his pencil to 
Macdonald ; and, pointing to the map of the environs 
of Paris, said, “ Hold, marshal, mark yourself the 
limits of the two armies.” — “ No, sire, we are unfor- 
tunate, and vanquished ; it belongs to you to’ trace 
the line of demarkation.” The Emperor then fixed 
the boundaries of the Seine, the right bank beiiig 
occupied by the allies, the left by the French. Dis- 
cussion arising with respect to Paris, which it would 
have been unseemly thus to divide in two, the capital 
was excluded from this delimitation. By some under- 
hand contrivance, on the map sent to the head-quarters 
of Schwartzenberg, Fontainbleau, the head-quarters 
of the Emperor, was included within the line, and the 
Austrians kept so close by this disposition, that 
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Marshal Macdonald was forced to complam to Alcx« 
ahder, who rcmored all difficulties. 

' "Wliile discussiny these preliminaries, conformably 
to instructions Tcceircd, Macdonald haTinij again 
obserred that Napoleon stipulated for nothing per- 
sonally, “ Assure niro,” replied Alexander, “ that, as 
concerns himself he shall hare a provision worthy of 
tlie rank he has occupied ; tell liiin, in all sincerity, 
that, should he udsh to retire to my dominions, he shall 
he ncll received, though he carried desolation into 
the midst of them, — that I shall ever remember the 
friendship which united us. He shall ha^ e the island 
of Elba, or somf/Atnff else." 

Having taken leave of the Emperor, the commis- 
sioners prepared to return to Fontaiublcau. The same 
dar, the 5tH of April, I saw Alexander,— u lio appeared 
as « relieved of a weight by thus definitively settling 
the qnestion ofa regency,— and learned that heintended 
to quit Paris for some d.ays, delegating his powers 
to M. Posso ,di Borgo, as commhsioner to the Pro* 
Tisional Goserument. On the 2th, also, Napoleon, 
for the last time, reviewed his troops in the court of 
Fontainhleau; he remarked a degree of coldness in 


An hour 'after midnight, ou the morning of the 
■ V ' ’* .L 


conrtitiou, bevoHU u**- ,v.' . • »■ 

■| . ■ * •- ‘III. 8.nine 

. • . • VcT a as 

• . . ■ "H Mac- 

donald had ceased speaking, Napoleon replied, nilh 
some emotion, “ I know, marshal, all you hare done 
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for me — with what warmth you have pleaded the cause 
of my son. Tiiey desire my simple, unconditional 
abdication ! Well, I again empower jmu to act on 
my behalf. Go and defend my interests, and those of 
my family.” After a moment of silence, “ hlarshal, 
where shall I go V” hlacdonald then reported Alex- 
ander’s offers to the Emperor. “ The island of,Elba, 
or something else!" quickly interrupted Napoleon, 
“What is that something else ?" — “ Sire, 1 know 
not.” — “Ah! doubtless it is the island of Corsica, 
which he has declined naming, to avoid the quodlibet. 
hlarshal, I refer every thing to you.” 

Thus passed over the interview j not, indeed, 
nuthout some outbrcaldngs .at first, but far more 
smoothly than expected. The marshals returned to 
Paris, after receiving uew powers from Napoleon. 
On arriving, however, in the capital, Ncy gave in his 
adhesion, so that Macdonald returned alone to Fori- 
tainbleau, where Caulaincourt had remained. The 
Emperor expressed surprise and disappointment, 
when informed of Ney’s absence ; but the friends of 
that renowned soldier concur in admitting his want 
of moral courage, when not on the field of, battle. I 
was not, therefore, surprised at his coming over to us, 
before some others of his comrades. As to Macdonald, 
he shewed himself one of those generous spirits whom 
wrongs render only the more faithful. Napoleon had, 
now proof of this. Macdonald, returning thus alone 
to Fontainbleau; found the Emperor, on entering his 
chamber, seated in a small arm-chair before the fire- 
place. Napoleon had no other clothing save a dressing 
gown of white dimity; his naked feet were thrust 
into slippers ; his elbows rested on his knees, and liis 
head was supported with both hands. He remained 
motionless, and seemed buried in profound thought. 
Two persons only were with him, — the Duke of 
Bassano at a little distance, and Caulaincourt near 
^the fii’cplace. The Emperor’s reflections appeared so 
completely to have absorbed him, that, he did not 
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^erceire Sfacdonald’s entrance, and the Duke of 

} 

to-morrow.” Tlien, as if rousing from a sort of 

‘ ' , . . . . ' . 

I have passed a Tery Lad night.” ■ In fact, during 
the night ivhich preceded the return of Slacdonal^ 
Napoleon, it has been asserted, made an attempt on 
his own life hy poison. But, as I know nothing for 
certain on this subject, and wish to speak of what I 
can guarantee, I shall abstain from hazarding any 
conjectures on amatterofsucit grave importance, and 
so decidedly contradicted by Napoleon himself. Tlio 
only person who can remore the doubts on this subject 
is Constant, who, I hare been assured, never quitted 
Napoleon during Uial night.** 

The Emperor remained seated for an instant; then 
rising, he took the treaty from the marshal’s hand, 
signed without observation, and, restoring it, uith 
the signature afHscd, said, ** I am not rich enough to 
recompense these your last services.”—" You know, 
sire, interest never-guided me."— “I am aware of 

• Constant was favourite volet de ehambre to the Emperor. 


expressed. r'ninslalor. 
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that; I see now how much I have been deceived 
respecting you. -I can perceive, too, the designs of 
those, who prejudiced me against you.” — Sire, I 
have already assured you, that, since 1809, 1 have been 
yours in life. and death.” — “ It is true; hut since I 
have no longer the power to recompense j'^ou as I 
would wish, let me request, that a token of remem- 
brance, very inadequate indeed, may at least remind 
you, that never shall I forget what you have done 
forme.” Then turning to Caulaincoiirt, Napoleon 
said, “ Vicenza, desire my sabre to be brought — ^Ihe 
one presented to me by Mourad Bey in Egypt, and 
Avhich I wore at the battle of Mount Tabor.” Con- 
stant having brought the sabre^ the Emperor received 
it from Caulaincourt, and, presenting it to the marshal, 
said, “ Accept, my worthy friend, a gift which I 
believe will gratify you.” The marshal, taking the 
sword from the Emperor’s hand, replied, “ Sire, if 
ever I have a son, this will be his noblest heritage, 
and while I live it shall be preserved.” — “ Give 
me your hand, and embrace me,” was Napoleon’s 
answer; and with equal emotion they threw them- 
selves into each other’s arms, and parted — not without 
tears. • 

Thus terminated, the. last interview between the 
Emperor and his faithful soldiei*. These details , I 
obtained from the marshal some days' after the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty. The sabre I recognized at once, 
only, since I had last seen it, the following words 
had been engraven on the blade : — " Sabre Avorn by 
the Emperor on the day of the battle of Mount 
Tabor.” This seems to me to furnish one proof more 
of the genuine character of Napoleon, and of his 
desire to antedate the duration of the empire, AA’hich 
he thus refeiTcd to a period Avh'en he was only general 
of the Kepublic. Not till five days after these inci- 
. dents, on the 11th April, 1814, when the clauses of 
the treaty had been guaranteed, did Napoleon sign 
his final act of abdication as follows : — 
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« Tha allied powers hsTing' proclaimed that the 
Emperor Napoleon is the sole obstacle to the re- 
establishment of the peace of Europe, the Emperor 
Napoleon, faithful to his oath, declares, that he 
renounces, for himself and his heirs, the thrones of 
Franco and Italy; and that there is no personal 
sacrifice, even life itself, which he is not ready to 
make for the interest of France.”* 

> Then only, when Bonaparte had svinttcn with, hia 
own hand, and signed, the act now quoted, did 5Iar- 
shal i^Tacdonald send in his adhesion, expressed nith 
equal nobleness and simplicity Disengaged from 
my oaths by tbe abdication of the Emperor Napoleon, 
I declare that I adhere to the acts of the Senate and 
of the Provisional Gorernment” 

Thus terminated the le^l.rcign of Napoleon. It is 
worthy of remark, that this act of abdication appeared 
in the MonUeur of the 12lli of April, the oay pre- 
• • f' ' *• 
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troops, commanded by Soult, made Wellington pay' 
dearly for bis entrance into the south of France. ' ' 

The fall and abdication of Nai)oleon awakenedTn. 
my mind two very opposite sentiments. ' While sin- 
cerely felicitating myself and my country on behold- 
ing' the termination of an oppressive government, I 
could not be insensible to the sufferings of Bonaparte, 
and never more than in these circumstances did I 
distinguish between the man and the emperor^ Ah ! 
had that man been so inclined, — had he placed limits 
to his ambition, — if his fimous passion for European 
dominion had not dragged him into an abyss un- 
fathomable, — if he had consecrated to the happiness 
of France that superabundance of genius which he 
devoted to the enslaving of nations, — if he had not 
cast beneath his feet thfc rights of Frenchmen, and 
constantly substituted his own arbitrary will for those 
rights, — if, at least, after usurping power over the* 
national liberties, he had:. vowed himself to the 
Strengthening of internal order, he would unquestion- 
ably, in his own name, have preserved a throne which 
so many victories, and such mighty enterprizes, had 
clothed with splendour ! If thus, his name might have 
echoed with less of imposing sound to distant pos- 
terity, with how many benedictions would that 
name have been saluted by contemporary generations ! 
But the evil spirit of ambition within him overcame 
reason, and he accomplished his destiny. How pro- ' 
found the subjects for meditation in the fate of a man < 
so accomplished and so strong! What a lesson is ; 
read in that fate to kings who hereafter dare, from' 
his example, to believe in the possibility of contem- 
ning the rights of their people! 

The Count d ’Artois, as already noticed, had entered' 
the French territory on the 21st February, and, 
seeing the favourable turn affairs were taking, re- 
paired, on the 16th jNIarch, to Nanci, where he awaited 
the issue of events. The determination of the allied 
sovereigns encomaged the Provisional Government 
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to request his presence in the capital, ns a source of 
near vig-our to the canse. The Ahb6 Montesquieu 
«TOte; M. Rochefoucauld carried the letter; and, on 
the 11th of April, the prince reached the country 
house of Madame Charles de Danias, uherc he ro- 
maiued for the night. The news of his arrival spread 
like lightning, and every one prepared to solemnize 
his entrance into the ancient capital of liis race. 
The national guard formed a double line from the 
harrier ofBondy to Notre Dame, for, to the Cathedral, 
according to an ancient usage, little observed for 
tTTcnty years, the procession was first to advance. In 
Uie mean time, Ine Provisional Government, with 
Talleyrand as president, went out to meet Monsiettr 


is changed in t’rance— -there is only one Frenchman 
more.” The prince thenmountod on horseback, and 
the corUge moved forward. I witnessed the whole 
from a particular station, more anxious to observe 

■ . s. ■ . • . ' i. 


unheard in our streets. Tlie open countenance of 
flfonsieur, whom IhadncTcrseenhefore, delighted me, 
isad seemed to inspire thcconfidencenhicUit expressed, 
lie ,was in the uniform of the national guard ; and 
his stiff appeared most brilliant, considering that no 
preparation had been made. 1 must, how ever, confer 
that the enthusiasm was-confined to the caralcade 
itself, or appeared ebewhero only among the upper 
classes. The people seemed to look on w ith more of 
cariosity and w onder than any other sentiment I 


ino.xpIicabIe, that Ueoerai ©auteii nau jiiiuiiaiu luo 
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of Alexander’s intention of permitting no, foreign 
troops to appear. Admirable order, too, reigned 
throughout Paris, though seasons of change are com- 
monly times of disturbance. This was owing to the 
excellent services of the national guard, and also 
chiefly to the strict discipline maintained, especially 
by General Sacken, in the allied army. Certainly, 
therefore, the one Frenchman more should, on that 
day, have been surrounded only by Frenchmen. 

Two days previously had been U'itnessed a spec- 
tacle, which, though infinitely less French, has been 
much tallced of, namely, the religious ceremony accord- 
ing to the Greek Church, which the allied sovereigns 
and troops attended in the square of Louis XV. 
Almost in the centre of this place was erected ah 
altar, of a square form, and lofty proportions. Along 
the boulevard were posted, on opposite sides, the 
national guard and the allied army. All the avenues 
leading to the square were guarded so closely, that 
no one, even on foot, could penetrate within the space. 
' As I had a window in one of the public buildings 
overlooking the square, at my disposal, I took my 
station there at eight in the morning, though my 
taste for pompous ceremonies was most assuredly 
not more vivacious than in times past. Here, after 
standing four hours, I had the pleasure, at midday, 
of seeing some half-dozen Greek priests, with long 
beards, enter the enclosure, and solemnly advance to 
the altar*. These were, of course, in full panoplyi 
. and looked quite as richly dight as high priests of the 
opera. After this first ceremony, . another entr’acte 
of three quarters of au hour had to be endured, when 
at length the infantry, folloAved by the cavalry, de- 
bouched, and in a few minutes the whole square 
appeared covered with uniforms. ^Last of all, ths 
allied sovereigns made their entrance, foUorved by a 
brilliant staft'. The}*^ alighted, and advanced to the 
altar on foot. "What struck me most was the pror 
found silence among such an assemblage of men 
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request his presence in the capital, ns a source of 
iur Tigour to the cause. The Abb6 Montesquiou 
rote; M. Rochefoucauld carried the letter; and, ou 
e 11th of April, the prince reached the country 
)use of Madame Charles do Damns, where he ro- 
ained for the nijjht. The news of bis arrival spread 
io lightnin", and every one prepared to solemnize 
s entrance into the ancient capital of his race, 
be national guard formed a double line from the 
[Trier ofBonuy to Notre Dame, for, to tbe Cathedral, 
cording to an ancient usage, little observed for 
renty years, the procession ^^a3 first to ndvnncc. In 
c mean time, tnc Provisional Government, with 
illeyrand as president, ^vcnt out to meet Monsieur 


le corUge moved forward. I witnessed the \\ hole 
om a particular station, more anxious to observe 
le aspect of the men and of the times than to be an 
rtor. Near me stood an old koi^ht of St Louis, 


is staff appeared most brilliant, considering that no 
reparation had been made. I must, however, confess, 
lat the enthusiasm wa.s confined to the cavalcade 
self, or ^pcared risen hero only among the upper 
lasses. The people seemed to look on n ith more of 
ariosity and nonder than any other sentiment I 
iust here add, in the same spirit of truth, my expresi* 


NAPOLEOK BONAPARTE. 


219 


of Alcxancler’s intention of permitting no foreign 
troops to ai)pear. Admirable order, too, reigned 
throngbont Paris, tboiigli seasons of change are com- 
monly times of disturbance. This was owing to tlic 
excellent services of the national guard, and also 
chiefly to the strict discipline .maintained, especially 
by General Sachen, in the allied army. Certainly, 
therefore, the one Frenchman more should, on that 
day, have been surrounded only by Prcnchmcn. 

Two days previously had been witnessed a spec- 
tacle, which, though infinitely less French, has been 
much talked of, namel5',the religions ceremony accord- 
ing to the Greek Church, which the allied sovereigns 
and troops attended in the square of Louis XV. 
Almost in the centre of this place was erected aB 
altar, of a square form, and lofty proportions. Along 
the . boulcvai'd were posted, on opposite sides, tlm 
national guard and the allied army. All the avenues 
leading to the square were guarded so closely, that 
no one, even on foot, could penetrate within the space. 
'As I had a window in one of the public buildings 
overlooking the square, at my disposal, I took my 
station there at eight in the moniing, though my 
taste for pompous ceremonies was most assuredly 
not more vivacious than in times past. Here, after 
standing four hours, I had the pleasure, at midday, 
of seeing some half-dozen Greek priests, with long 
beards, enter the enclosure, and solemnly advance to 
the altar*. These •were, of course, in full panoply, 
and looked quite as richly dight as high priests of the 
opera. After this first ceremony, . another entr'acte 
of three quarters of an hour had to be endured, when 
at length the infantry, followed by the cavalry, de- 
bouched, and in a few minutes the Avhole , square 
appeared covered , with uniforms. ^Last of . all, tire 
allied sovereigns made their entrance, followed by a 
brilliant staff. They alighted, and advanced to the 
altar on foot. What struck me most -ivas the pror 
found silence among such an assemblage of men 
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lurin^the time of divine service; one would have 
raagined, from the motionless stillness of the sj*mme- 
rical multitude, that he had under his eye an ahly 
lainted panorama, rather than a mass of liriu'r men. 
ror my oum part, that which pleased me most in this 

I . . . . 

ind in them something; fantastic, and sometimes even 
^otesque. Besides, how is it possible for a soldier 
0 have a military air when lacM like a woman, and 
:ut in two like a wasp ? 

After an interral of only two days from the arrival 
>f a Bourbon, Paris witnessed another public entry— 
hat of Francis II. This raomarch was much disliked 
jy the Parisians; in truth, he was the object of an 
ihnost general reprobation. Even amongthose who, 
Vom her connection with Bonaparte, ardently udshed 
:bc dethronement of the d-iughter, there svero many 
evho could not bo reconciled to the couduct of the 
fdtlier ' 

lad SOI ' • ■ • *. ■ • ’ Mis* 

’ortune . ■ * • ' • • . , Maria 

Louisa, now abandoned, had more friends than in the 
season of her gTeate>t splendour. So judged the 
people instinctively. Each knew wEat it was to bo 
t parent, and had the happiness not to know uhat it 
is to be a king. The entry of Francis, on the 15th, 
tJiough surrounded with all the splendour of military 
procession, was a cold alhiir. The three RO^ creigns 
of Itussia, Austria, and Prussia, met at the barrier on 
horseback, followed by the same troops ns on their 
Qrst entrance, and traversed Paris, but without the 
same acclamations. This new exhibition of the allied 
forces in the capital sva-s in bad taste. A French 

S rince resided in the Tuilcrirs; and nhat C^een 
ays before had seemed an act of delireraucc, now 
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lofr Vicium to xiuito liers willi the fate of the ninstor 
of the half of I'airope. S?ho, on her jiart, hud, in 
her nnsfortnnes, still looked to her father. Of this 
I have lieon assured Iiy those who were M’oll infonned, 
^^^ulesendin!ra^^ly Chainpaifnyonthe mission noticed 
nhove, she said, to onroni*a"e him, “ l-'von shonld it 
he the intention of the allied sovereijxns to dethrone 
the Emperor iSapoleon, my father will not snlTcr it : 
twenty times did he rejH'ut, when placinjr me on the 
throne of France, that there he would always sup- 
port me; and my father is a man (tf honour.” I 
know also that the. Empress never ceased to regret 
having-. left Paris Iiy the advice of the regency. On 
this point any Idame could rest only upon Josejih and 
the blind obedience with which INapoleon had habi- 
tuated his councillors to defer to his jdeasiire. But 
the destinies of ISIaria Louisa ^rere accomplished. 
Deprived of all hope, she -was j>rej)aring to quit 
Ilamhouillcf — whither she had come from Orleans 
—and to return to Austria with her son, without 
having obtained permission to see Napoleon once 
more, as she had often entreated. Napoleon himself 
seems to have appreehated the ])ainfulness attaching 
to such a furowcll, otherwise he would have e.\‘j)re.‘5sly 
stipulated a last interview as one of the conditions 
in the treaty of abdication. I learned, at the time, 
that the motive which prevented compliance with the 
wish of iSIaria Loni.sa, was an apprehension le.st she 
should form some sudden resolution of accompanying 
Napoleon to the island of Elba ; and the Emperor of 
Au.stria wished to get hack his daughter. 

At this moment, it was not one of the least remark- 
able occurrences of these lasttiincs — so frightful in ex- 
traordinary events for the sovereigns of Europe — that 
the dethroned family and the princes returned from 
exile to succeed them were Jill concentrated within a 
circuit of forty miles from the capital of France. A 
Bourbon was in the Tuilcrics — Napoleon at Fon- 
tainhleau — his wife and son at Bambouillet — the 
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repudiated Empress onlr three leagues distant — the 
Emperors of Russia and Austria, ndth the King of 
Prussia, in Paris itself. All this appeared the more 
marvellous, that, only two years before, it would 
have been pronounced impossible irithin any recorded 
time. 

■\Vhcn Francis set out to visit his daughter at Ram- 
Ixroillet, it appeared also not a little extraordinary 
that Alexander should be of the party. The tm> 
emperors, however, were not quite together ; Francis 
preceded by a short interval, and, consequently, 
arrived first. The folloning particulars I give on 
good authority: — JLari.'i Louisa received her father, 
with respect, and, at the same time, with atTectioo; 
she shewed herself happy in meeting him again, hut 
the tears that streamed from her eyes were not all 
tears of joy. After the first e/Turion of filial tender- 
ness, she complained of the condition to which she 
was reduced. Her father, much moved, bad yet no 
consolation to le<tow, for her sorrows were uTerao- 
diahle. Meanwhile time elapsed; Alexander must 
be at hand, and the Emi^romas forced to announce 
tlio expected visitor. The first resolution of tlic 
«c-Empross was a refusal. In which slie long poN 
sisted, saying to her father, “ ^Vlll he maho me also 
a prisoner before your eyes? If he enter here by 
force, I shall retire to my cliamber; thither, I sup- 
pose, he will not dare to follow me in your presence." 
Already the sound of Alexander’s equipages echoed 
througii the courts of Ramhoiiillet ; as time pressed, 
Francis bccimc more urgent in his cntreatiw; his 
daughter at last yielded ; and the Emperor of Austria 
went himself to his imperial ally, anu conducted him 
into the saloon, -nlierc deference to her father liad 
detained Maria Louisa. That deference, liowcrcr, 
ffnild not cariy her the length of vouchsafing a cor- 
dial reception to the man nbom she regarded as tho 
mithor of all her misfortunes. She received with 
groat coldness the personal offers and protestations 
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of the Emperor of all the llitssins, pivlnji for answer, 
that she had only onc.wish to form, — the liberty of 
returning: to the bosom of her fajnily. Acrordiiijily, 
a few days after this painful visit, Maria Louisa, wit Ii 
her son, departed for Vienna ; nor was her rcsig^na- 
tiou without di^iity. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BLt’CIlEn — CEnTJtlER, CLARKE, AND THE AUTHOR, 
^riTU THE KING OF PRUSSIA-— BERNADOTTE — UIS 
VIEWS EXPLAINED — WRECKS OF THE EMPIRE i 
ITALY, EUGENE; D4NTZIC, RAPP — HAMBURG — 
FONTAINBLEAU — THE ALLIED COHSIISSIONFRS — 

KAPOLEON’s reception— delays COMPLAINTS 

— PAREAYELL TO HIS SOLDIERS — DEPARTURE — 
ms OPINION OP WELUNCTON AND THE E.NCLISU — 
lUrERIAL TREASURY — ANECDOTES OP THE DISPO- 
SITION AND ADTENTURES OP NAPOLEON, DORINO 
THE JOURNEY— INN OP CALADE— PAULINT — THE 
EatCARKATIOV. 

Op the illustrious personages at that period in 
Paris, I had an interriciv ivith Blucher, on the Sd of 
April j to the Kin* of PruAsia I u-as inlrodiieod Bomo 
dajs after ; and Bcro.adotte I saw freijue ntl_j'. “ Sir,” 
said Blucher, on cntcrin* lujr eahinct at the post- 
ofTice, “ I deerned it one of ror first duties in iVris, 
to ofltT mr thanks for your a’tlontions at Ilambtirjr. 
I can assure you, had 1 knonn sooner of your bcinp 
in Paris, the capitulation ini^ht haTO been obtained 
without bloodshed.” I requested the marshal to 
explain : “ Jlon Dieu ! bad I been informed of your 
beiu* here, ' ’ * * • • • 

see me ; I 
of Prussia, 

the means . i, 

of arms, before the ms irons of Paris had become the 
theatre of siar.** I represented the euAreptibilitie* 
Ilf lutioual character, and the di«*race of (leliicrin* 
3 
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np the oApHnl withotit n sfrupi^lf'. *' But, bnn T)i(Mi ! 
we would have proved to you that reM’-.tam'C* eotiltl 
avail nothing; you had to do uilh masse.s.” — “ lu 
niy opiuiou, ^eueml, you are rijrhf ; hut, to the 
French, honour is everv thiu^.’’ — “ 1 "laul you,” 
i-aid Blueher; “ hut have you not had enough of 
honour? You call u*:, too,” added he, Muiliii;r, ” not- 
witlijitaudinir our forbearance, northern harliarinns ! ” 
— “ Y'hy, thou, ironeral,” replied I, in theKaiue tone, 
” the present is an excellent ojiport unity to prove 
that the designation is a calumny.” For this time 
uothimr belied these cond intentit>ns; hut thin|r.^ 
were e!ianp:ed in the followin'; year, when I found 
Blueher — my Hamburg prisoner — in head*(]Uarlers 
at St Cloud, inst.allcd in the very cabinet where I 
had so often worked with Nnptdeon, and wherein so 
many and vast schemes had been meditated ! What 
a lesson on the frailty of human oreattiess ! 

At the jtrivnfc audience, to which soon afterwards 
I had the honour of heiuir ndmitted by his IVussinu 
Majesty, Berthier and Clarke were also presented. 
We had boon some minutes in the saloon, tvhen Fre- 
derick William entered from his closet. I remarked 
on his countenance, some cmharrassmenl, and u cer- 
tain air of severity, which made nu? think he had just 
been studying his part, — us grand personages are 
wont on siiuilar occasioirs-. Berthier was plaecd 
nearc.st; whom the King addressed with nobleness 
and some emotion: — “ Marshal, 1 should have pre- 
ferred receiving you as a peaceful traveller in Berlin, 
to accepting this visit here; hut w.ar luis its snccessos 
as well as reverses. Your troops arc brave, and ably 
commanded ; hut 3 'ou could not oppose uumhor.s. 
Europe is armed against the Emperor ; patience 1ms 
its limits. Jlarshal, you have passed no little time 
making war in Germanj' ; I have i)loasurc iii saying to 
j^ou that I shall never forget your conduct, j'our jus- 
tice, and moderation, in tliose seiusous of misfortune.” 

VOL. IV. I* 8 
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Berthier Tfas not undescninj of this enlojium ; for, 
though devoid of high talent, wntli a n-oak character, 
and some follies, he iras not a bad man. After 
receiving the salutations of Berthier, the King of 
Prussia, turned towards Clarke, nith symptoras of 
marked displeasure. " As for you, general, 1 cannot 
say the same of your conduct as of the marshal’!*. 
The inhabitants of Berlin will long remember your 
goTcmmcnt. Yon abused victory strangely, and 
carried to extreme measures of rigour and vexation. 
If I have an advice to give j'ou, it is, never to shew 
your face in Pnissix” It pained me much to hear 
the King thus address, before tivo witnesses, a man, 
irith n hom, indeed, I had never sought to establish 
intimate relations, but nhh whom I had been in 
habits of intercourse on public nlTairs, nnd who, 
though wealv by nature, and a flatterer through his 
weakness, was, ns u private individual, an excellent 
person, ^’ow for my portrait, thought I; for the 


• •. . . . . I • • 

say,] I am V cry gbid to see you ; nnd profit, hy this 
opportunity, to repeat all I wrote from Konig^bci^. 
It is nith plc.a3urc I say to you, before these two 
gentlemen, that if ail the French agents had thought 
and acted as you did, we should not probably have 
hren here.” I expressed my sense of so obliging a 
coiujilmicnt by a profound reverence, and the King, 
haling again saluted us, retired. Clarke n.as so 
overwhelmed hy this leception from a crowned head, 
' that Bcrtliier and myself, each taking an arm, n ere 
obliged absolutely to support him down the grand 
shiir. 

Bemadotte had come to Paris a few da}s after the 
arrival cf the Count d’ArtoU. Ills situation was a 
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pnlilo one ; siiiPt', lliroupli tlip forco of rirnini- 
stanci's, tho roiiforcncc at Alto li.ul luH’onit’ frnillt’KS ; 
and lii'oatKi' rortaiit wriiors diil not span' Jo ri'prrsrnl 
Inin Its a traitor to his rountrv. Ojipo'-ito tin' hotel 
Avhich ho had retainod at I’ans for tin- hahifation of 
the prinress his ivife, eries niijrht ho hoard, — “ Down 
■with the traitor I down n ith the porjtiri'r ! ” These 
threats, howevi'r, the efVeets of a spirit of petty 
revenue, evaporated in words ; hut, ndde<l to other 
thing’s, tended to disgust Beraad'Vite nith I'.iris, not- 
withstanding the eonsianl friendship nianifested hy 
Alexander; and he set out for Sweden innfewdavs. 
During the period of his hrief soJ„iirn. I saw the 
Prinec-Royai daily, and, in testimony of his friend- 
ship, roeeived one of the few orders of the Polar Star 
placed at his dis[Jos,d hy the Sn edisli government, 
Al lirst, he feehly denied all views on the siinreinc 
power in France; hut snhseijiiently, our coiifnlential 
intorconrse resuming its wonted ehanieter, he con- 
firmed me positividy in all 1 have stated relative ts) 
the interview, and promises- of Alexander, at Aho. 
1 inquired also of iJernadotte, what he thought of 
the designs aftrilmted to Moreau, and whether he 
Avould have had him as competitor in nspiring to the 
dangerous lionour of governing- France. He assured 
me to the contrary; at least, that, in all his conver- 
sations, the Emperor of Russia had never mentioned 
^lorcau, .save as one, of whose military talents he was 
desirous to avail himself in tJio impending struggle, 
licrnadotlo, too, expressed Iiis .surjirise at the rei'all 
of the Bourbons, assuring me, that he could never 
have supposed the French nation M'otild yield so soon 
and so readily to receive them haclc. I, on my part, 
felt equal surprise, that, with his e.xperionce, JJerna- 
dottc .should have been simjile cnoiigli to believe that 
the people go for something in the changes of govern- 
ments. 

Beruadottc returned also hi 1815; hut, as I shall 
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affairs, announced io Napoleon the election of ttio 
Prince to the second grade of royalty in Sn eden, the 
Emperor remarked, — “ Ah, hali I so they have fixed 
upon him ? It is well — quite right : (hey could not 
have made a Letter choice : I shall not stand in the 
way of his good fortune. lie must not go away empty- 
handed — let him hare two millious.” An unforeseen 
. . -1 

: ■ ^ ' 5 * ■ ( / 1 


What is this fuss about hts being a Swede— con- 
stantly a Swede? How many nro there of these 
Swedes ? I wish to bare done « ith him, and to hear 
nothing more of them. M. dc Cbampagny, you uill 
write to that effect.” Two days afterwards, the 
Emperor asked the minister if he had written? 
“ Yes, sire.”—** But have y‘lu written fully, as I 
desired ?”—“ I believe so, sire.”—" Well, let us see 
the despatch.** ’~* * 
never ro.sdc. 
it is too 80 

tlie affair, and to be no more troubled w ith these tu'o 
or three millions of Suedes.” There can be little 
doubt, that this intimation had some weight in de- 
termining IIcniadotte*» conduct, from the campaign 
of Moscow to the battle of Paris, 


nil uuiiy ui nearly Uuriy luuusand men, comu].iuuvii 
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I)}* KtirrPnp. Could Bonnpnrlc liavo (niusiiorlcd (hostc 
bnivo aud di'voU'd fidlnwors nrross tlio Alps, iniuuv 
diatoly after the fall of Paris, he initrhf still have 
elTerteil a pou'erful diversion on the sid*' of Atistria, 
But, on the 7fh of April, Entfone, heiiif^ eerfainly 
informed of the irrepandde disasters in Prance, siijned, 
avilh Marshal Belle^rade, the Austrian commander, 
SI convention, n-hich, ratified on the 10th, permitted 
tile French troops to retire n-ithin the Hnnf.s of old 
Fnince. Before talcing leave of an army nhich ho 
had mimcnlonsly saved, still numherintr twenty-one 
tlionsand infantry, and more than five thousand 
cavalry, Eugene addressed his soldiers in a fannvell 
proclamation, dated from Mantna, n-here had been 
his head-fjnarters since the month of I'ehrnarj'. 
(iNfantna 1 how many recollections — glorious at once 
and painful — must that name have recalled. The fall 
of that town before the science of Bonaparte liad 
been the first, feat of arms which the yonlhfnl 
Beauharnais had witnessed; and now, in the same 
place, he was to hid adieu for ever to the army of 
France, when, nearest to their imjierial leader, he had 
become the second among its chiefs !) “ Soldiers 1 
lengthened inisfortnnes liave weighed tipon onr 
countiy. Franco, seeking a remedy for her woes, has 
returned beneath her ancient shield. The feeling of 
all her snircrings is already appeased, in the hope of 
arepose ncce.ssury after so much agitation. Soldiers I 
yon are ahoiit to revisit your homes ; it would have 
proved indeed gratifying to me, to have conducted 
you thither. But, in separating from yon, ihero 
remain for me other duties to fulfil towards the 
people of Italy.” Upon this, the generals and ofiicers 
under his command earnestly entreated Etigmnc, ndiom 
they all sincerely loved and esteemed, to lead them in 

{ lersou to the king. But the prince, either overrating 
lis duties to the Italians, or clierishing some hopes that 
the sou-in-law of Bavaria might secure an independent 
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soverei^ty tcyond the Alps, 'resolved to ■n’ait the 
decision of tlic allies in the kingdom where he had 
presided ns viceroy. In fact he attempted some cor- 
respondence with the senate of Jililaii, whose members 
he believed well disposed in his favonr, to induce 
that body to solicit from the allies his continuance in 
the government of Italy. But the little inclination 
entertained for the family of Napoleon was far from 
being increased by the agent emplbyod. Prina had 
incurred the hatred and contempt of the Slilancse, 
nho heard him only to testify their displeasure. In 
tnitli, the army had not made three marches from 
tlie head-quarters at KTantiia, when a revolt broke 
out at jMilan. The minister of linancc, Prina, was 


I • . , • t ■ 

dominion of Austria. In this general elTcrTCScence, 
his friends con«lderod the viceroy ns fortunate in 
Laving been able, almost incognito, to join lih 
father-in-law at Munich. At the same time, Oeneral 
Grenier, second in command, conducted the French 
array across the Alps: and thus, nftcr nine years’ 


Ikipp commanded. After Riistaining a years siege, 
he found himself constrained to open the gates, and 
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deliver up a ci(y wlnrli lie had defended 1o llio Inst 
extremity, and yielded only u*licn liis post had lieeome 
a hcaj) of ashes. Rapp had Ktipnlated that the 
pirrison should ho sent into France, and the Duke of 
NVirtemher^, who commanded the siepfe, had frranted 
this condition ; hut, the Emperor of Russia refiisintr 
the ratificjition, Rapp, now destitute of all means of 
defence, was made prisoner, and, with his men, 
marched off to Kiow. Of the siep-o of ITamhur", I 
have already spoken. Earl)' in April, the Russian 
general, Beuingsen, commanding before the place, 
informed of the Emperor’.s fall, hastened to notify 
the state of things to Davousf, in order (o spare the 
farther eftusion of blood. The latter aflected to 
discredit a report u hich cut short alt his prospects 
of greatness, and even fired at the white Hag hoisted 
in the allied lines, as a signal that the Bourbons 
reigned. But, linally, having harangued his troops, 
told them of ls\apolcon’s forfeiture, and caused them 
to mount the white cockade, he sent in his adhesion 
to the Provisional Government. Tlie officers and men 
, collected their honourabli/ gnihcml wealth, converting 
it into diamonds and other commodities of small bulic. 
and gi-eat value. In May, General Gerard arnvod, 
wdth orders to take the command, and, towards the 
end of the same month, the inhabitants behold, with 
inexpressible joy, the French troops march out of 
their city, though bearens of much of their property, 
and leaving to them the remembrance of a govern- 
ment wdiich will be handed down with execration 
from one generation to another. Once beyond the 
walls, the vaidous nations, composing the garrison 
corps separated, according to the convention with 
Soult, — French, Dutch, Italians, and Poles, pursuing 
their resiiective routes, never, probably, tobe reunited 
under the same banner, — A'ain emblem of conquests 
and of glory that had for ever passed away ! 

Meanwhile the fallen chief, who had been the soul 
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of the mighty system trhose last fragments were thm 
dlsserercS, rem*ained stiU at Fontainhleau. Bnt the 
jieriod of departore was at band. The J 7th of April 
had been fixed as the day noon which he should set 
out on his journey for the Island of Elba. Napoleon, 
haring agreed to the arrangements in this respect, 
demanded to he accompanied to the place of embarka* 
tion by a commissiooer from each of the allied powers. 
Count Sehun-aloff was sent on the part of /Vlexander; 
Lionel Sir Neil Caniphell represented England y 
General Kohler was chosen by Austria ; nnd Count 
Waldbourg-Fruches appeared for Prussia. These four 
commissioners arrireo, for the first time, at Fontaln- 
hleao, on the ICth, and next day had separately an 
audience of tlie Emperor, who retained always with 
him Generals Drouot and Bertrand. 

Although in this audicnco the Emperor receired 
with great coldness the commissioners, whose presence 
be had himself rc<]nested, considerable difiereoec 
might be remarked in their respecliTc rt'cepUens. 
Colonel Campbeil expenenred the roost gracious 
treatment ; and, as be still bore the traces of wonnds, 
Napoleon asked in what actions he had fonght, and 
upon what occasions he had been decorated with the 
orders svhich he wore. Ilaring afterwards inquired 
concerning the place of his birth, nnd the colonel 
replying that he >r»s a Scotsman, the Emperor con» 
gratuL-ited him on being the countryman of 0<sian, 


colonel, “ 1 hare cordially batetl the English ; I hare 
made u-ar Against you by all possible means ; but I 
esteem rour nation. lamconrinccd there is more 
generosfty in your gorenimeat than in any other. 
1 should like to make th<f pas^sage from Toulon to 
Elba on board an EogUsh frigate.” The Austrian 
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hnfl llusMan comniisMonors B’ere roccivod B-ith intlif- 
forenco, but without luiy marked disidcasurc. I\ot 
so the Prussian envoy* The two former Kapoleon 
Lad retained about five minutes; the latter he di.v 
missed in a harsh juauner. “ Are there Prussians 
in my escort ?” — “ a^'o, sire.” — “ ^Vhy, then, 
vourself the trouble of accompanyinp: me ?” — “ biro, 
it is no trouble hut an honour.” — “ These am 
ivords of course. You can have no business here.” 

■ — “ Sire, it is imiiossihlo for me to omit discharpiug 
the honourable mission ■wherewith I have been 
intrusted by the king', my m.aster.” At these ivords 
Kapoleon turned his back upon Baron Pruebes. 

The commissioners supposed that Napoleon would 
start no diiriculties, and depart •without delay. But 
it -was not so. Having required to see a co))y of tlm 
route they •\vore to follow, he objected to the arrange- 
ment, cither through caprice, or from a desire to 
prolong the time. It •was singular that the conrsTj 
marked out 'U’ns exactly (hat which he had liirns:clf 
proposed to take, from Toulon to Paris, on returning 
from Egypt; ■while the road he now ])rct ended to 
prefer was the same for wliich, as (he reader will 
recollect, he changed his original intention, and so 
caused Josephine to miss us. Again, by a singularity 
not less remark-able, the route through Burgundy, 
as noiv (raced by the .allies, ■\\-.as that by ■which, 
in -the following year, Napoleon marc)icd to Paris, 
from his exile. But, to Ic.avc these curious, perh.aps 
trivial, coincidences, the commissionci's, univilling 
to oppose Napoleon, ■n-hom they had orders to trc.at 
with every deference, yet without po’\i'ers to agree 
to the change required, postponed the departure, 
wrote to their respective principals, and, 'on the night 
between the 18th .and 19th, received .authority to 
travel by such route as the Emperor might prefer, 
\\dien the departure avas. definitively fixed for the 
20th of April. 
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On that (lay, by six in the morning, the cam’ajc^ 
were in readiness, and the imperial puard drami up 
in the {jrand court of the palace of Fontainhieau, 
called the court of the “ White Horse'* The u hole 
popnlation of the city, and adjacent tillages, had 
assembled round the palace. Napoleon sent for 
General Kohler. “ I have reflected,’* ^ald the Emperor 
to the enroy, " upon what remains for me to do, and 
bare come to the resolution not to depart. Tlie 
allies are not faithful to their cn'ra'rements ; I can, 
therefore, recall my abdication, which was merely 
conditional. More than a thousand addresses were 
presented to me last night, conjuring me to resume 
the reins of gorernmeot. I renounced all my rights 
to the crown, only in order to spare France the 

horrors r'-** »-• . •* ’* ’t 

in view ■ . I • , , 

hut, auT • . • ^ ^ ■ 

measures of the new goremmentt seeing in what 
manner they have fulfilled the promises made to me, 
— I can expLiln to my guard the reasons uhicU ha\c 
induced me to rcrohe my abdication, and we shall see 
if they can seduce from me the hearts of my veteran 
soldiers. It is true the numlfer of troops upon whom 
J can reckon will not exceed thirty thousand men ; 
hut it uill be an easy matter for me to raise them to 
one hundred and thirty thoii«and. Know, also, that 
I can, quite as easily, without compromising my 
honour, sav to my guard, tb.»t, considering only the 
repose and happiness of France, I rcwownce oU mif 
rights, and expect my soldiers, like myself, to support 
the will of the nalioii,” These ssords, si Jiirh I report 
from the general's own mouth, threw Kohler info 
great embarrassment I remember, also, to hare told 
him at the time, that, had Uonaparte, at the commence* 
went of he campaign of Paris, renounced all his 
rights, and descended to the rank of n eifizen, llio 
immense masses of the allies must bate sunk under 
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the efforts of France. Kohler stated, also, that the 
Emperor complained of Maria Louisa not having been 
permitted to accompany him to Elbaj hut finally 
added, “ Well ! I shall still remain faithful to my 
promise : hut, if new causes of complaint are given, I 
shall consider myself freed from all engagements.” 

Time, meanwhilei vimre awaj^ At eleven o’clock, 
one of the 'Emperor’s aides-de-camp, whose, name I 
have forgotten,* entered to say, that the grand 
seneschal had desired to announce, that all was ready 
for the departure. “ Am I, then, reduced,” said 
Napoleon, “ to regulate my actions hy. the grand 
seneschal’s u’atch ? I shall set out u'hen I choose : 
Perhaps I shall not go at all : Leave me.” As all 
those points of imperial etiquette, which he so much 
loved, were retained, when it pleased him at length to 
leave his cabinet, in order to enter the saloon uFere 
the commissioners awaited his -approach, the doors 
were thrown open, and “ The Emperor” announced; 
No sooner had the words been pronounced, than he 
instantly drew back. However, his disappearance 
Avas but for a brief space; he entered the saloon, 
crossed the vestibule with hurried step, descended the 
stair, and, at mid-day precisely, stood at the head of 
his guards, as Avhen reviewing them in the .court of 
the- Tuileries, during the brilliant times of the Con- 
sulate and, Empire, Then ensued a spectacle rvliich 
was really touching,— the parting of Napoleon and 
his soldiers. I enter not into details, which are known 
to all. His address to his old compaiiions in arms, 
Avhich he delivered Avith a firm and sonorous voice, 
as in the days of his triumphs, belongs to history. 

The foUoAving is Napoleon’s last address in the 
court of Fontainbleau : — ' 

“ Soldiers of my old guard, I bid you farewell. 

* On the authority of the French editor, it was M. de Bussy. 
— Translator. ■ ' 
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For twenty years I have ever fonnd you in the path 
of honour and of glory. In these last times, os in 
those of our prosperity, yon have not ceased to bo 
models of bravery and fidelity. Wtli men such as 
you, our cause was not lost— the contest had been 
tntenninable : but it must have become a civil n-ar- 
fare; and France would have been only the more 
unfortunate. I have sacrificed all my own interests 
to those of the country. I depart. Do you, my 
friends, continue to serve France. Her happiness 
was my solo thought ; it will ever be the object of 
my prayers. Lament not my fate. If I have con- 
sented to survive myself, it is that I may once again 
be the instrument of your glory. I svill give to 
history the great things which u'c have performed 
together. Adieu, my children I I Ion" to press you 
all to my heart 1 ” Ilaving here desired the eagles to 
be advanced, h’apoleoo folded them In his arms, and 
added, ** I cannot embrace you all, but I do so in the 
person of yourgeneral. Soldiers, fjrcwclU bcalwa}"s 
good and brave!” , 

Aftcrpronouncing.asthefinaladicu to his soldiers, 
— “ Farewell, nty children 1 my best wishes shall over 
accompany yoti ; remember me!” JTopoleon entered 
his carriage with Bertrand. The cavalaido drove off 
in the following order: — General Drouot, in a close 
rarrwge, * * 1 • 

rommtssi ! • , ! ' 

Pnissia, « • » ^ • • ' , ' . 

as mentioned; last came two carriages with the ini- 
perial household. Six other carri.agc<, uith the rest 
of the suite, followed, by ft different road, it Iiaving 
been proved by n report tome, as postnuister-genenil, 
that the horses, otuerwisc necessar}*, could not be 
collected upon one road. 

During the whole of the first day, nothing sms 
beard, along the svhole of the route, but shouts of 
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'^VtvcrJ^mprratrP' ami Isnpoloon, •with ill dipgnisptl 
irony, Wanu'd tlio impcrtinencn of (he ponplo towards 
tlicir logitiniatc sovereigns. The gjiard nfconipaniod 
liim ns far as Briarc. I'rom this jtlace lie wislied tx) 
set out. during the night; Imt, notwithstanding my 
prccantions, horses xvero, wanting, and the journey 
was not resumed before inid-<lay of the 21sf. A litth? 
before setting out, he had another conversation xvilh 
Gcncr.nl Kohler, during which he said to Iujh, among 
other things, “ Well ! yesterday you heard my address 
to my soldiers ; it pleased 3*011, I understand ; and yon 
witnessed the efloct it prodneed. Such is the manner 
in which the.}* must he spoken to, and treated: if 
Louis- does not follow the same examiile, he will 
never make 0113* thing of the French soldiers.” 

^^l^ulc things continued to manifest the jmhlrc 
opinion favonnihlo to him, Napoleon conversed freely 
xvith the commissioners: but always treated the 
Prussian envo}* with le.ast cordialit3*. All these par- 
ticulars I know from subsequent conversations, and 
from dail3* rojiorts transmitted to mo at the time. He 
made no secret to Colonel Campbell, of the motives 
whence this coldness proceeded, namel}*, that Prussia 
had shewn the first example of desertion, in the 
^Russian campaign. At Bi*airc, the colonel having 
been iimtcd to breakfast, the Emperor conversed 
with him on the Spanish xvar, and spoKc in high praise 
of the English nation, and the mihtar}* talents of tlio 
Duke of Wellington. Yet, on the 21st, Napoleon 
must necessarilx* have been informed of the battle of 
Toulouse. In this conversation, N.apolcou broke out 
into reproaches against the senate, and expressed a 
desire that the funds xvhich had been taken from him 
should be disbursed to the arm3'. 

In reference to this, I ma)* introduce here some 
details on the imperial treasury : Napoleon, as I 
have mentioned, had amassed in the vaults of the left 
wing of the Tuileries a sum exceeding three hundred 
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million? of francs. Of this, more than fortj millions 

• . " . pf Jljjg 

I • ‘ampaign of 

. '■thtfsuddon 

. ■ • quantity of 

five-franc pieces, quite netr, though ^rilh the date 
1806. The Emperor had lent, fiom tbo imperial 
treasury, sixty millions to the annuity fund, and forty 
millions to the consoIid.ited duty fund; lie had, he* 
sides, purchased a lai^e share in the Bank of France. 
On the 81st of IMarch, there were found in the trea- 
SUIT only tivoiity-eight millions, of svhich ten were 
reclaimed. In the confasion, too, the Provisional 
Government resumed what had been lent; so that, 
in fact, the administration, thonj;h debtor to the 
imperial treasurj', constituted itself its creditor, and 
so balanced accounts. It n*ns of these transactions 
that Napoleon complained, and justly; for, whatever 
opinion nit;;ht be entertained of the system siliich 
tnns, by forced means hoarded up the ^eatcr pro- 
Mrfion of the circuUtinjr medium of continental 
Europe; or by whatever means the money might 
have been acquired; it was now persona! property, 

. 1 • ic'.t . 4 .T . .. p oprisal,— 

. ! • ■ , taken by 

■ ■ ! ■ ■ ! • • • ■ the trea- 

• ■ r ^ ’ho acted 

thus, in opposition to the faitJi of treaties,- saw not 
at the tirac that they were providing the only just 
pretext for future disturbance. 

Ou the 21.st, Napoleon slept nt Nevers, .where he 
svas still received with acclamation by the people, 
who, as in various other cities, mingled in their 
applause imprecations against the commissioncni of 
the allies. lie set out again at six next moniiiig, but, 
beyond this, ceased the cheering n cicome ; for, being 
no longer attended I>y the ^ard, uhich Co«S3cLs 
lud now rephiced, Napoleon hod the mortification of 
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hearing' The Allies for ever ! substituted for The 
Emperor ! At Lyons, liou'cvcr, ■\^■llicll he entered 
in the night, and where he merely changed horses, 
the favourite cheer arose from a few scattered groups 
ai’ound the post-house. 

Augereau, from lirst to last a rcpuhlican, though 
made Duke of Castiglione by Napoleon, had constantly 
been among the discontented. On the dethronement 
of the Emperor, he was one of a very considerable 
body who became royalists, not from love to the 
Bourbons, but from hatred of Bonaparte. He com- 
manded at this time in the south, and was among the 
first to send in his adhesion to the Provisional 
Government. Outrageous in all things, as uneducated 
men always are, Augereau had allou'ed to be pub- 
lished, under his name, a proclamation, than which 
nothing could be more violent or insulting, even to 
grossness, against the Emperor. Whether Napoleon 
■«ras or tvas not informed of this proclamation, it is 
impossible to say ; but so far is certain, that, on the 
24th, upon meeting Augereau at a short distance 
from Valence, he feigned to be ignorant of all, if not 
really so, and, stopping his carriage, hastily alighted. 
Augereau did the same, and they embraced in presence 
of the commissioners, from one of -whora I had these 
details. It U'as rcraai-ked, that N.apoleon took olr his 
hat, while: Augereau affectedly remained covered. 
“ "V^ere ai’o you going ?” asked the Erapei’or : - “ to 
court?” — “ No; at present I am on my way for 
Lyons.” — “You have conducted yourself very badly 
towards me.” Finding NaiJolebn used the familiar 
second person singular, Augereau assumed the same 
liberty, and they conversed*as ivhen both generals in 
Italy : — “ Of what have you to complain ?” replied 
the latter ; “ has not your insatiable ambition brought 
us to the condition in which we are ? have you not 
sacrificed every thing to it — even the Avelfare of 
France ? I care no more [the tenn used had greater 
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enci^ still] for the Bourbons than for you: I regard 
my country alone." Sack was Aiigercau’s discourse, 
as he himself reported it to me. Upon this, Napoleon 
suddenly tumea away from the marshal, took off his 


should have been in the Tuilerics (and there who 
more obsequious !) uhcre this ought to hare been the 
bearing of these haughty republicans ; on the road to 
Clba, such behaTioiir iras low-bred insolence. 

At Valence, Napoleon beheld, for the first time, 
French soldiers n ith the white cockade in their caps : 
they belonged to Au'jercau’s corps. At Onron, the 
air resounded with cnesof“ VitcleJioi!" Here the 
gaiety, real or assumed, which Napoleon had shetm 
throughout the whole of his Journey, began to for»al« 
him. Few cries of any kind had been heard for 
ftCTcral stages, when, at the last post-house from 
Avignon, uhilo fresh horses were getting ready, n 
person in a peasant’s dress, hut whose fine shoes and 
silk stockings strangely contrasted with such rude 
hahilimcnts, and still more remarkable by his gold- 
branched spectacles, came up to the carnage. He had 
ijossed the fields in all haste; and, getting upon the 
shoulders of another individual, leant in at tlie. 
mndow, as if endeavouring to rccognire some ow*. 
lie was reminded of his improper heltaiiour by t)u> . 
Emperor’s valet, and rcmiested to retire ; hut pa^ i»g 
no attention' to this intimation, on nttendaut seutiHl 
outride higuificnntly shewed a pistol, when he took 
the hint, and moved off, apparently before his strange 
curiosity had been gratifieu. 

Had Napoleon arrived at Avignon three hours 
bter than he did, unquestionably it would bare been 
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fill over ■with him ; but the rioters •^^•el•e not astir at 
five in the ■morning', anti the escort tlitl not even 
change horses in the city. Ahont an hour afterwards, 
the Emperor, tired of the carriage, aliglitod, and, ^nth 
Colonel Cam|)hell and General .Bertrand, Acalked np 
the nearest hill, llis hod}’ servant, .also on foot, was 
a few paces in adv.-nice, when he met a post-oflice 
courier, who said, — “ Tho.se are the Hinpcror’.s 
carriages coining np there?” — “ Xo, they arc the 
cquipage.s of the nllie.s.” — “I tell you thev are the 
Emperor’s. You must know I am an old soldier, 
and not so easily deceived. I scrvtal in the campaign 
of Egypt, and wish to save the life of my general. 
I have just passed through Orgon ; the Emperor is 
there hung in ellig}’ ; and, should lie he recognized, 
he i.s a dead man." The miscreant.s have put np a 
gallows, and suspended a figure dressed in a French 
uniform smeared with blood, and hearing this inscrip- 
tion on the hrc.ist, ‘ Tims shalf thou he one day.’ I 
know not how it may fare with me, for giving this 
inform.ation ; hut I care not — profit hy it.” The 
faithful courier then set ofl' at a gallop. The valet 
took Gcncnil Urouot a.side, and repeated what he had 
just learned. Drouot informed Bertrand, who com- 
municated the statement to the Emperor, in presence 
of the commissioners. These gentlemen, justly 
alarmed, hold a sort of consultation on tlic highway, 
and it was decided that the Emperor should set out 
before. The T.alct-de-chamhrc being asked what 
clothes he had in the carriage, produced a long blue 
cloak and round h.at. It was proposed to place a 
white cockade in the latter, but to this Napoleon 
would not consent. Thus disguised, he set out .as 
a courici’, avith Amaudru, one of the lancers avho 
escorted the carriage, and once more eluded the good 
people of Orgon. When the commissioners arrived, 
they found the ai-hole population of the surrounding 
country assembled, and shouting, “ Doai'u ai'ith the 

VOL. IV. Q 
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Corsican I Donn with tlie Lrigand 1 ” Tlie maror of 
Or^on, whom I had seen almost on his knees before 
General IBonaparte, on our return from Egypt, ad- 
^essed Pelara, one of Napoleon’s valcts-de-chambre 
— ** Do you, sir, folloir that rascal?”—" No; I fol- 
low no rasc^ ; I am attached at present to the com- 
missioners of the allied jlowers.”— “ Ah I you do 
well; he is a great scoundrel. I u’ould hang him 
with my omi hand. If you knew, sir, liow we were 
cheated by that thief. It was 1 uho receired him 
on his return from Egypt. Wo wished, forsooth, to 

/.**♦ 41... . -t*..-- l-J. P.1*-*- . r ......I 1 


Some of the most Infuriated uished to force the 
imperial coachman to callout " 77re /eJM/” Upon 
his courageous refusal, more than one sabre t>as 

^■...1 .. 1 ®., e . • 4i * ,1 

ll s'. * •, •^'1*'.' 

Orgon, but, paying for what had been ordered, they 
carried nnay somethin'! to cat hy the vny. TIio 


MU. mil, tu4VUii“ unit \iie iniiheepi'i 8 
wife. At that moment she was asking him if tho 
tyrant would pas.s soon. Ah I master,” she went 
on, "it is all nonsense talking; no have not done 
with him yet. I am alirays for what I said before,— • 


uone Mitli him; but nol he came back again; and 
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back he will come now, you ina}' be certoin sure of 

it, unless” So far the good woman had her say, 

wlien, having fmisliod skimming her pot, on looking 
up, she perceived that the only person who had not 
his hat m hand was precisely the one to whom she 
had been thus speaking. She stood in amazement; 
but her compunction for having spoken in sncli terms 
of the Emperor to the Emperor himself, banished all 
her wrath, which was speedily replaced by an equal 
ebullition of kindness. There w;is no sort of attention 
or respect which she did not lavish upon every body, 
from N.apoleon down to Ainaudni. An express was 
instantly despatched to Aix for white ribbons to 
make cockades; she h.ad all the carriages drawn 
within the court yard, and every entrance to the inn 
barricaded, and even disclosed to tbc Emperor, that 
it would not be prudent to pass through Ai.x, where 
twenty thousand people M'aitcd to stone him. 

In the midst of all these disquieting transactions, 
diimor was served, and the Emperor placed himself 
at table. So admirablj' did he maintain superiority 
over the agitation which must necessarily liave been 
internally experienced, that .all present at this strange 
entertainment, udio have spoken to me on the subject, 
declared that never had Napoleon played the agreeable 
with greater success. The rich stores of memory and 
imagination which he displayed, charmed every one; 
and, as if throwng in the remark carelessly at the 
close, he said, — “ I really begin to think the now 
government entertains a design upon my life : come, 
let us see how we can foil the attempt?” Then, as 
if he had sought to exercise his ever active fancy, iu 
which a thousand schemes were constantly crossing 
and succeeding each other, he fell upon contriving 
how they should avoid the threatened assassination 
at Aix. Again, for a moment, he would i-oturn to 
OLyons. Once on the borders of the Rhone, he u'ould 
descend that river, take ship, and embark for Italy. 
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These dreams occupied him hut for a ntorocut; stem 
necessity broke in upon his illusions, as some sup« 
pose it, does upon our agency, and he prepared to 
continue his journey. 

Sleann hile, many sinister countenances were seen 
assembling about their present lodging, when the 
commissioners began seriously to consider what was 
to he done at Aix. "Wlnle. they deliberated about 
sending a messenger to the mayor of that city, a man 
from the crowd svithout, uho would not giro his 
name, requested to speak with the commissioners, 
and offered himself to he the hearer of their letter. 
This proposal uas accepted, and a note UTitten to 
the mayor, in which the commissioners stated, -that, 
if the gates of the town were not shut uitliin an 
hour, they would pass, with two regiments of Uiilans, 
and six pieces of artillery, and fire upon nil that 
should molest their passage. This menace produced 
its proper effect, and their unknown messenger 
rctumou nitU the assurance, that the magistmey of 
Aix M'ould he rcspotisihlc for oil consequences u ithin 
their oivn juri^ulction. But urgent danger still 
threatened at CaLidc; the numbers outride the inn 
had greatly augmented during the seven or eight 
hours srhtcli the retinue had remniiicd, and shened 
sufficiently to uJinl excess they were ready to pro« 
ceed, if the entrances had not Iccn cnrefully scriired. 
Tlie majority liad fise-frane pieces in their hands, 
bearing the head of the Emperor, uhom, by this 
resemblance, they hoped to discover. At this moment, 
Kapolcon, svho fiaJ not slept for two nights, was in 
a small apartment off the kitchen, and dozing on tho 
eliotildcr of one of his valets. He «as roused by the 
announcement that all were ready to start; but it 
had leeii pres iously understood, that he should assume 
the iloak and bonnet of General Kohler’s courier, 
and mount the box of tlicAustriau commissioner’s 
carriage. The rightful ouner of the habiliments 
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happening to be almost twice the size of their tem- 
porary wearer, the Emperor, bhricd leather than 
concealed in his disguise, passed safely through tu'O 
lines of cui-iotis observers, who looked in vain for the 
original of their five-franc pieces. 

In a moment of despondency, at Calade, Napoleon 
said to those around him, “ I renounce, now and for 
ever, the world of politics. I will no longer take 
any part in whatever may happen. At Porto Ferrajo 
I can live peaceablj’’ ; there 1 shall be happier than I 
have ever been. No ! were this day the crown of 
Europe to be offered me, I would not accept. I will 
employ m)’’self in study, — with the sciences and 
mathematics. You have sufficient evidence what the 
people are — I have done well never to esteem man- 
kind. My treatment of them has been better than 
they deserved. Yet France ! — the Fi-cnch ! — what 
ingratitude ! I am disgusted with ambition ; I have 
no longer a wish to reign ! ” 

Napoleon having gained his onm carriage, in the 
manner just mentioned, the retinue drove off, and 
passed round the walls of Ai.v — the gates being closed 
— ndthout entering the city. The Emperor thus 
avoided the danger which had threatened, but did not 
escape altogether from the insults of the multitude. 
A part of the populace had got upon the walls and 
trees, whence a glimpse of the carriages could be 
descried, aud his ears were again wounded with the 
cries, “ Down with the tyrant ! Dowti uith Nic !” 
These ignoble vociferations were heard for the first 
quarter of a league from the town. Rendered gloomy 
' by these indications of hatred, Bonaparte remarked, 
in a tone of mingled grief and contempt, “ The men of 
this part of France are always the same, — braggarts 
and desperadoes. These provincials committed fright- 
ful massacres at the commencement of the Revolution. 
It is now eighteen years ago since I first came among 
them, with a few thousand men, to deliver two 
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royalists, ■whom thty bad tbreatened to bao^. What 
■was their crime ? Why, haring worn a white cockado. 
I saved them j hut not without difficulty w ere they 
rescued out of the hands of these infuriated monsters ; 
and to-day, you ohserre, they are ready to begin 
anew the same excesses against any one among them 
who should nifuse to wear the white badge !”* 
About three miles from Ats were found a relay of 
horses, and an escort of gendarmerie as far as the 
Castle of Luc. 

At a little distance from Luc, in a country houso 
belonging to SL Charles, member of the legislative 
body, the Princess Pauline Borghese then resided. 
Informed of her brother’s misfortunes, which she had 
hardly conceived it possible for him to survive, she 
resolved on accompanying him to Elba. Her presence 
■was a source of great comfort amid the Emperor’s 
tribulations ; and sheattended him to prejiis, in order 
there to embark in his company. At Freju«, the 
Emperor found Colonel Campbell, who had quitted 
the escort on the road, and had arranged for prepa» 
ring in the harbour the English frigate Undmmted, 
intended from the first to convey the Emperor. 
Ifotwithstanding the desire cxpres.sed by himself to 
that eficct, ^'apoIeon• sheued much reluctance to 
emb-irk in O’* a ** i ..... — • — 

the SStli of 
vbicli now 

• In • vfT^' yalaaMe coTIwtion of lulef^nli letlfrs Jatflr tn 
1>? »«fn in I’ari*. was om from Lucim In Jlonapnrtr, ilatlng, 
that be was «bfn in prison at Aii, at a mpalist. Tlti« prolwhly 
has rfffrenee to the inriclrni in tbc text, for the ciates nearl/ 
■fjTTe. — Ttatttialor. 

+ Tlie_ of fortT-»ix pins w«i then eotnmnmJM! 

I 7 Captain U»her. PtoKahIjr It^mapailt'a teiuttanee tn eti.batV, 
if not »hrer najwiTi'ne**, sroM* from the ritre, whieh, t* 
trati«]atrtl into frenrh, would !«• Itlnivmtlnllf, one of the 
*hips in lie Freneli feet at the Uttle cf Tfifaljar.— 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AUntVAT. OF I.OUIS XVIII — RESTOUATION OF TUB 

nounnoNs, and state, of admim-stuation — 
AVRF.TCnnn system of oovf.rnmf.nt — incaracitv 

OF MINISTERS — ANECDOTES — SV.MRTOMS OF AK 

APPRO ACHING CRISIS ANECDOTF.S — .MIDNIGHT 

COUNCII. — HOERRIENNE MADE I'RF.FECT OF POI.ICE 
BY.THF. KING — LANDING OF BONAPARTE — AUTHEN- 
TIC DETAII.S OF HIS PLANS IN ELBA — FLIGHT OF 
LOUIS XVIII — ANECDOTES OF THE JOURNEY TO 
LILLE — DEPARTURE FOR GHENT AND HASIBURG — 
ENTRANCE OF BONAPARTE INTO PARIS — ANEC- 
DOTES — ASPECT OF FRANCE DURING THE HUNDRED 
DAV.S — MADAME DE STAEL — OFFICIAL CORRESPON- 
DENCE — -WATERLOO — AVELLINGTON — BI.OCHER — 
FOUCHF. — GOVERN.MENT OF THE BOURBONS — RAPP’s 
INTF.RVIEW AVITII NAPOLEON — CONCLUSION. 

The force of time is tlie most irresistible of nil 
forces. Wc have seen it clev.atc, mid ive have seen 
it ovcrtliroiv, the sovereign of the moiety of Europe. 
Turn Avc noiv to his successors : 

During the Aviutcr of 1813-14 some roj'alist pro- 
clamations made their appc.arance in Paris; and as 
they contained the germs of the charter, M'crc care- 
fully intercepted by the police. My himily .and myself 
dei'oted scver.al houns each day to multiplying copies 
of these documents. But for some time the royalists 
could only cherish hopes. At length, .as ive h.ave seen^ 
Bourdcaux rcceh’cd Avithin its Avails a son of Fnanco ; 
and, on the 25tli iNIarch, 1814, sent tivo of its citizens 
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to invite, within the same protection, Louis XVIII. 

I know*’ ’C' 

and vras ■■ ■ ■ ‘ * 

frigate, ’ ■' ^ ‘ u 

dispositions. Leaving his retreat, he was received in 
London, by the Prince Regent, on the 28th April, 
with all the ceremonial due to his rank.* From the 
period of the Emperor of Russia’s final declaration, 
an active correspondence had been maintained with 
the Provisional Govcmmcnt,and, on the 24th of April, 
Louis landed at Calais, from the Jlo^al Soveretffn, 
British man-of-nar. Fordescriptionsofthcrejoicings 
on this occasion, I refer to the journalists, svho 
had only to change the word imperial into ropal, in 
describing the enthusiasm, of nhich, accordin// io 
order, they had long been the faithful echo. Tho 
King slept at Amiens; next day, at Cornpeigne, the 
Provisional Government, the ministers, and marshals, 
tendered the assurance of their respective homage 
and fidelity. Rerthter spoke for the marshals and 
the army; he extended to twenty^five, instead often 
years, the evils under sshich, he said, Franco had 
groaned; but from Aim this was in keeping— other 
language srould Iiavc been nnlecoming from the 
mouth of one nliora the Emperor had unceasingly 
loaded srith favours. At Cornpeigne, too, tho Em- 
peror Alexander met Louis XVlII,.and the two 
monarchs dined together. 

For my part, I did not go to Cornpeigne, the 
orders whicli I had constantly to gis’c not permitting 
me to be absent, but ss-as at St Ouen on the 2d x^Iay, 
s$hen the King arrived. Here, sihen his majesty 
entered the saloon through nluch he was to pass to 


• Fpon this ocrj*ioB, the •ormigns cf rrnnee «inl Enpbml 
exfhan;ff<l the enti-n of the ffof* GAiut and of the (fttrler, 
Gfor^rv IV. brin;; ttie ttMl, I brlirro, the ooljr l*rotf»taot 
priore rrrr ili-coralcs! with the fvimrr 
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dinner, Mi Hue recognized me, and apprised the 
King, who,. advancing some steps towards me, said. 
Ah > M. de Bourrienne, I am- most happy to see 
you. I. know the services you have rendered me, 
hoth in Hamburg and in Paris. I. have pleasure in 
expressing my gratitude.” We shalh see. At St 
Ouen, Louis XVIII. promulgated the declaration 
which ushered in the charter. Here, too, the Senate 
presented a draught of the “ Constitution}” and, 
to. maintain, zw ear^remis, its title of Conservativ6, 
that -hody stipulated for the conservation of all its 
endomnents and pensions. 

On the 3d of May, Louis XVIII. made his entree 
into Paris, the Duchess d’Angouleme being in the 
same carriage. There Avas not the same enthusiasm 
as when Monsieur entered. The people looked on 
in amazement. This coldness became still more ap- 
parent, a feAV days after, when he established the red 
corps, which Louis XVI. had abolished before the 
Revolution.- It AA'as, moreover, deemed by aU a most 
strange proceeding to remit the direction of affairs to 
M. de Blacas, who could know absolutely nothing 
of France. This gentleman, too, affected an omnipo- 
tence quite ministerial. On the morning of the 1 1th 
May, I had gone to the Tuileries to present my port- 
folio to the king, in virtue of my privilege of being 
immediately under the sovereign. M. de Blacas Avould 
needs receive my portfolio. I resisted, and pleaded 
my right of immediate access to his Majesty : he told 
me it Avas by order of the King. Of course my papers 
Avere then resigned to him. I soon fell a victim to 
the A'^engeance of a courtier. Two days after this 
affair, -I had, as usual, repaired eai'ly to my cabinet in 
the post-office, and mechanically unfolded the Moni~ 
teur, Avhich lay upon my desk. What did I read there ? 
that Count Feirand diad been appointed to the office 
of postmaster-general in ray stead. Not an intima- 
tion! not a single line in.AA'riting ! no-decree! no 
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vices and devotion lo the cause of the Bourbons, I 
vas cspeciallf excepted from the deed of amnesty 
by Bonaparte. On rccoHectinj uhat had happened 
between Blacas and myself, I iiad no doubt wnenco 


’ . ■ • . » I* . 

ivarj M. Malotiet, admiralty; M. do Vitrollcs, secre- 
tary of state; M- de Blacas, master of the hotischol^ 


from one end of the kingdom to the other, nothing 
iras heard but complaints a^inst tbo measures of 
povertiraent. From every region crowds npon crowds 
of courtiers were to be seen at the Tuilerie*, mendi- 
cints for rewards In virtue, it is to be presumed, of 
the vows they had secretly put up for the royal 


an epaulette, metamorphosed himself at onco into 
rtlonel; and the smallest sprig of the smallest gen- 
tility, became sir count, or iny lord marquis, at least. 
The abuse of an institution uhich had wrought 
prodigies, waft one of the cTcatest eviU of the lirst 
restoration. To prevent misconception, let me state 
here a personal instance ; I happened to be at Sens 
when Monsieur restored the monument erected over 
tbe ashes of his august parents. Tlie day alter this 
ceremony, the prefect or the Vonne transmitted to 
me, in name of the prince, an ofliccr’s cross of the 
Legion of Honour, for the trouble I bad taken. 1 



NAPOLEON. BONAPARTE. 251 

immediately called upon Monsieur, thanked him, but 
begged to return the cross, as I had been a member 
only four months, and had done nothing deserving 
such promotion, rapid beyond precedent. I supposed 
there must be some mistake. Monsieur received 
me with his usual condescension, found my reasons 
esceilent, and resumed the cross. “ Who refuses, 
muses,” saith the proverb ; truly so it was with me, 
for, after seeing all the world promoted over my 
head, I had not my cross of officer till 1823 ; remain- 
ing a private nearly ten years. At the epoch in 
question I received two crosses, either by way of 
compensation, or through another mistake. 

Ridicule, meanwhile, had assailed the restoring the 
usages of the ancient regime under every shape. 
The satirist had here a wide field j for example, my 
successor, M. de Ferrand, was in the habit of saying, 

Wliy, the charter may be a good sort of thing, but 
what possible dignity can it have, when it was not 
registered by the parliament of Paris ?” Really, I can 
yet scarcely think myself awalce, when reflecting on 
tibe miraculous incapacity of the people who managed 
our affairs after Talleyrand’s removal to the congi'ess 
at Vienna, whither he repaired in September. Every 
body then would be and thought himself a states- 
man ; and. Heaven knows what pranks the scholars 
played in absence of the master ! The emigrants, as 
has been so aptly said, neither had forgotten nor had 
learned any thing, and shewed themselves with aU the 
old pretensions and absurd vaunting. The greater part 
of these vain and silly personages might have served 
as counterparts of the character in one of Voltaire’s 
novels, who goes about constantly exclaiming, in 
answer to every thing, " A man such as I!” These 
gentry ,u"ere so full of their own pretended merit, 
that they were thereby blinded to the extent of 
seeing nothing else. Not only had they disregarded 
the wishes and the necessities of France, which, in 
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orerturnirjf' the empire, hoped to have recovered 
liberty from the rums, but they ueglocted every 
informatioQ. Men sach as they not hnon* all thin^ ! 
Did a man of experience, of both past and present 
parties, offer any advice on what was goin" forward 
clseiviiere— “ Pooh, pooh! he U an intriguer — 
an alarmist; he wishes to make himself of conse- 
ijuence. Men such as tee know everv thing; yet be 
pretends to see farther into a miflstoue" than tee. 
Leave him alone !” 

From the month of December I had sure indica- 
tions of ai ** ' • »* . r 

knew, had 
that Eitpen , 

sraters, hearing of, and not caring to be involved in, 
these intrigues, had formed a aifferent resolution, 
after his horses, carriages, and an aide-de-camp, had 
already arrived. Friends, too, on both sides of the 
question, participated or enjoyed these apprehensions, 
while each a<lded to my information. Proposals even 
were made directly to me, of *' titles, riclies, honours, 
if I would range myself among tlie friends of an old 
friend.'* One of my intimations referred to n man 
afterwards unfortunately but too conspicuous. " Yes- 
terd.ay,” 6,aid my friend, one, too, entirely attached to 
the royal cause, “ I met Cliarles Je I,abenoyerc ; you 
know how intimate sve are. I remarked a strange 
agitation on his part. I asked him to dino svitli me, 
but he declined, because we should not be alone, but 
begged me todineasith him to-d.iy. We conversed 
long on the present posture of affairs, and, you may 
be sure, as usual, did not ogrre. There is, however, 
a compact hetueenus; we dispnte--s.iy a hundred 
ridiculous things, and still remain the same goo<l 
friends as before. But whaigirw me real inie.asines.s 
is, that, on parting this evening, diaries wning ray 
hand, saving, ** Courage, my friend — fireurlll to- 
morrow 1 am off for Grenoble. Within n month you 
« ill bear of Charles de LabedoyCrc ! ’ ” 
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- My com^iction of an approacliing crisis had become 
so strong-, that, in the month of January, I resolved 
to solicit an interview with M. de Blacas, certainly 
notnith the. intention of compromising- any one, hut 
to place the results of my information at the minister’s 
disposal. Let me then be permitted a brief excursion 
into the region of absurdity ; the reader will barely 
be able to conceive the union of such fatuity and self- 
conceit : M; de Blacas received me not. What was 
I in comparison with a man stick as he ? I enjoyed, 
however, the signal honour of seeing his secretary ; 
and, if the circumstance merits remembrance, he was 
a churchman by name Abbe Fleuriel. What a study 
for a comic poet ! Abbe Fleuriel was the Adonis, 
the beau-ideal of self-satisfied impertinence ! How 
vast a share it had of the dignity which befits the 
great secretary of a great minister ; and how pretty, 
too, -n'hen it said, -ndth the most careless grace, “ My 
Lord the Count is not at home ! ” But three mouths 
such as his would have been required to add full 
volume to the words, “Aly Lord the Count,” such a 
swell did he seem inclined to give them. My Lord 
the Count was at home ; I knew it. But will it be 
credited?— the Abbe — the secretary, requested to be 
informed of my business with the minister ! I turned 
my back upon tbe coxcomb, without deigning to 
reply, and left the place, amazed to find the aflfairs of 
France confided to such hands. Devoted, ho-n^ever, 
to the cause of the Bourbons, . and things appearing 
serious, I wrote, on the same day, to M. de Blacas : — : 
Ifo answer; two days after, when, although with 
regret, I wrote that I had something most important 
to communicate : — No answer. Unable to compre- 
hend the cause of this, inexplicable silence, I returned 
to the Pavilion of Flora, and besought the charming 
^bbe Fleuriel to explain, if so be he might, the cause 
of his master’s impertinent silence. “ Sir,” replied 
the sable penman, “ I received both your letters; -I 
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APPENDIX. 


authors, and men of all characters in France, nhose 
opinions are farther corroborated by his actions, we might 

1 . 

commanders. 
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